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Hearing God’s Voice
 My five year old nephew, Robbie, recently asked his dad a tough question. “How do you hear God’s voice?” He 
went on, “That’s my hardest question, daddy. I just don’t understand.”

 Of course he asked that question when he was supposed to be going to sleep. That’s a five-year-old’s favorite time 
to become a theologian and philosopher. And it’s always the worst time for parents. Kids must know that. Not only are you 
trying to get them to sleep, you’re exhausted and ready to shift into neutral. The one thing you know for sure is that you’re 
not ready to try and explain something to a child that you don’t understand yourself. 

 After all, how do you know when God is speaking to you? As Robbie said, “That’s my hardest question.” It is for a 
lot of us, Robbie. 

 There are a lot of things we might say to the question. God speaks to us through scripture and through prayer. God 
speaks to us in worship as we sing and listen. God speaks to us through nature. God speaks to us in all kinds of ways.  

 Those are all good answers, but we know that they aren’t enough to answer the question, are they? After all, you 
and I might read the same passage of scripture and come to different conclusions about what God is saying.  You can sit in 
the woods all day and still not be sure if what you’re feeling is the wind of the Spirit or the spinning of your own emotions.  
We’re pretty good at self-deception. So, how do you know when God is speaking? How do you hear God’s voice?

 Thomas Merton wrote:

The Christian way to discern the will of God is not an abstract logical operation.  Nor is it merely 
subjective. The Christian is a member of a living body, and his awareness of the will of God 
depends on his relatedness to the other members of the same body: because since we are all 
united as ‘members one of another,’ the living, salvific will of God is mysteriously communicated to 
us through one another.  We all need one another, we all complete one another.  God’s will is 
found in this mutual interdependence.

 In other words, the God-honest truth is that we don’t know if we’ve heard God’s voice without the help of one 
another. It’s part of why the church is so important. We simply can’t expect to have any kind of depth or discernment without 
listening to the voice of the community.  

 Most of us aren’t very good at that. We’re much too independent for submitting to the discernment of the 
community. We like to have our own opinions and aren’t interested in listening to those that disagree with us. But if we 
really want to learn how to hear God’s voice, if we’re honestly open to what God is saying to us, then we have to learn how 
to hear it through the voice of the community of faith.  

 This is in part why the Church can be such a grace in our lives.  If trying to hear God’s voice is one of your “hardest 
questions,” there’s good news. You don’t have to hear it all on your own. 

 Embracing the Journey,

 Chris
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Wednesday Lunch Resumes
Our weekly potluck Wednesday Lectionary Lunches are 
resuming this month.  Join us beginning on August 14 for 
a tasty shared potluck lunch at noon, followed by a 
lectionary-based bible study looking ahead to the 
following Sunday text.  We are finished at 1:30.

August at DelmarAugust at DelmarAugust at Delmar
No White Cross in August.
No Mens Prayer Breakfast in August.

2 Fri. Church office closed.

5-10 Mon.-Sat. Mission Trip to West Virginia.

13 Tues. Leadership Team, 7:00 PM.

14 Wed. Bible Study and lunch resume, noon.

16-17 Fri.-Sat. Youth Retreat, see page 2.

17 Sat. Bosnian Food Pantry, 9 AM.  Contact 
Nina Roberts for details.

18 Sun. All-church lunch, noon.

Meeting Every WeekMeeting Every WeekMeeting Every Week
Sundays 9:00 AM

9:30
10:45
11:50

Prayer Service
Growth Groups
Worship Service
Coffee & Conversation

     Our Averages in July
Sunday Worship  75
Sunday Growth Groups  38
Supper Club   20
Movie Night   17

         

August
1 Terri Bapst
3 Baye Brent
7 Steve Lorberg
9 Nina Roberts
11 Bryant Thompson
11 Dan Meckfessel
11 David Murphy
16 Vi Miller
18 Pat Bushman
19 Jerry Brown
20 Sharon Wear
21 Scott Cazadd
21 Patty Presson
22 Kathi Quigley
25 Toni Hayes
27 Jessi Fillingham

Family News
Hannah Allee is starting work on a Masters in Social 
Work at Washington University this fall.  She will 
continue to work part time at Kingdom House. 

Mindy and Samantha Wakefield are moving to the 
Houston area in Texas next week.  Their cell phone 
numbers will remain the same, but be sure to make a 
note of their new address:
 47 Prosewood Dr.
 The Woodlands, TX  77381

Thank You
From Cathy Hartig:

Dear Delmar Members, 
I am unable to thank you 
individually because I am 
not sure of your true 
identities.  But, I wanted 
to make sure you knew 
how much I appreciate 
your donations to 
Humanity for Children. 
During my trip to 
Rwanda and Tanzania 
support was given for a 
preschool (teacher 
salaries for six months), 
a craftswomen’s 
cooperative, a bee-
keeping business, a hair cutting business, welding training for youth and 
start-up business (through a Presbyterian Church), a maize grinding/hulling 
machine, two sewing machines, and a weaving machine (to make school 
uniforms). I can assure you that your money was well spent. Thank you so 
much!!!

From the family of Margaret Moss Watson Lundgren:

Words cannot even begin to express how grateful our family is to each of you 
for your many prayers, cards, hugs and expressions of love and sympathy 
during this painful time of sorrow.  Just as Delmar carried our mother through 
so many important phases and events in her life, Delmar continues to carry and 
uplift us as we struggle to accept her passing from this life.  From the bottom of 
our hearts, we thank you for loving her and for loving us.



A New Name?
Survey Results and Update

The Exploratory Committee would like to thank all those who participated in the survey last month. We had 45 
responses across the spectrum of our congregation, a very high level of participation. Our committee recently sat 
down and read through each survey that was submitted. We discussed your input, comments, and questions and 
would like to share with you some of what we heard.

The first question we asked was your willingness to change the “Delmar” part of our name. 64% of you marked 
“Very Willing,” the highest level of willingness on the survey. When you include those that marked the second to 
highest level of willingness, the percentage jumps to 78% of the congregation.  An additional 11% marked “Would 
Consider It.”  From the marked responses and comments written, it is clear that there is a broad congregational 
longing for us to find a new name. 

The second question was whether or not our denominational identity should be part of our name. (Should the word 
“Baptist” be in our name?) There was a much more varied response to this question. 40% of the congregation 
marked “Very Willing” or “Somewhat Willing.” 32% marked “Will Consider It.” 28% marked “Somewhat Unwilling” or 
“Very Unwilling.” In other words, there are many who are quite open to changing our name, but are less willing to 
drop “Baptist” from our name.  

There have been some questions regarding the cost and legal issues surrounding a name change. We have 
learned that we can file a DBA (“Doing Business As”) for only $7. This would allow us to continue to use “Delmar 
Baptist Church” for all our legal documents and corporation papers, while being known publicly by a different name.  

We also received a handful of suggestions for new names and are grateful to those that offered ideas. We’d like to 
continue to mine the creativity and ideas of our congregation. To that end, we’ll be using our conversation time at 
the All-Church Picnic Retreat on Sunday evening, September 8, for brainstorming. 

Continue thinking about names that fit us. Take a look at our Mission, Vision, and Values on the back of the worship 
guide. Look at our tag line on the front of the worship guide. Is there a sacred word, image, name, or place that 
evokes part of our identity? Jot down all your ideas and bring them to the picnic in September or email them to the 
church office at any time.

We look forward to hearing from you.

The Exploratory Committee
Trisha Crow, Chuck Hussung, Nancy Thompson, & Chris Fillingham (ex-officio).

   

Sunday Morning Study of 
Dante’s Purgatorio

A number of us read the Inferno last fall, 
tunneling down to the center of the 
Medieval earth. Now it’s time to climb Mt. 
Purgatory, which is a more joyful place 
than you might imagine. We’ll emphasize 
Dante’s journey within the poem as 
emblematic of all spiritual journeys, about 
the here-and-now rather than about the 
afterlife only. 

Classes start on September 8 and finish on 
November 24. The recommended text is 
W. S. Merwin’s translation.
  
Chuck Hussung.

Summer Classics 
Book Club

The very popular Summer 
Classics Book Club is taking a 
break in August. Our intrepid 
instructor, Terry Minchow-Proffitt, 
lost an unfortunate argument 
between his achilles tendon and a 
marauding wheelbarrow and will 
be laid up for awhile.  

Find something light to read in 
August and then climb Mt. 
Purgatory in September!



Communion Mission Offering
Our August Communion Mission Offering is designated to support the Christian Activity Center (CAC) in East St. Louis, 
providing needy children with a safe and supportive after-school and summer environment.   Make your check out to 
Delmar Baptist Church, designated for “CAC.”  You may give all month.

Circle of Concern
Food Drive:  Bring any of the suggested items below in a paper grocery bag and leave it in the Narthex.  NO GLASS!  
Remember that it is easier for Circle if you bring many of the same item rather than a bag full of different things.

 ! Food Items:! Peanut butter/jelly! ! ! School Supples:!  Book Bags
! ! ! Chili, beef stew, canned meat ! ! ! !   Colored pencils, yellow highlighters
! ! ! Gelatin, pudding mixes ! ! ! ! !   Wide-rule notebook paper
! ! ! Dry boxed dinners, tomato products !!   ! !   2-inch three-ring binders
! ! ! Canned fruit, vegetables ! ! !   ! !   Fiskar scissors, 3x3’” post-it notes
! ! ! Dry cereal, muffin mix! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Mission and Outreach

Beautiful New Conversation Areas
The Leadership Team would like to sincerely thank Laura Buchheit and Leslie L’Hommedieu for their countless 
hours and wonderful work on the updates to our Narthex and Anniversary Hall. Our latest addition is new 
furniture and conversation areas in the Narthex.

This area seems to encourage 
smiles and enthusiastic gesticulation:

All-Church Retreat
Sunday, Sept. 8

4-7 PM
Mark your calendars now for our all-church 
picnic retreat in on Sunday, Sept. 8, from 4-7 
pm.  We will meet in Drace Park, just across the 
highway from Delmar, for a time of play, food, 
and conversation.  Watch for more information 
in the September newsletter.

Delmar Youth Group
Overnight Retreat

Join us as we send off Samantha Wakefield to her 
new home in Houston, TX, with an overnight retreat 
scheduled for Friday, August 16.  We plan to meet at 
church at 6:30 for dinner and fun.  We will do a 
service project on Saturday morning and will dismiss 
at noon. Please RSVP with Andrea.

The photographer 
kicked everyone out 
of these chairs for 
the photo op.



Delmar Baptist Church
Mission&Statement

As#followers#of#Jesus#Christ,#open#in#heart#and#mind,#we#are#
commi7ed#to#worship#and#witness,#fellowship#and#

service,educa9on#and#faith#explora9on.

Vision&Statement
We#strive#to#love#God#with#all#of#our#heart,#mind,#soul,#and#
strength??to#know#God#through#Christ’s#live,#teaching#and#

enduring#presence#and#through#the#grace#of#the#Spirit#to#love#
our#neighbors#as#ourselves.

Core&Values
As#a#congrega9on,#we#are#

nurturing,#prayerful,#diverse,#and#hopeful.

Adopted April 15, 2010

DELMAR BAPTIST CHURCH
1001 Municipal Center Dr.
Town & Country, MO  63131
 

Your Church Staff:
Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor
Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist
Joan Barth, Administrative Assistant

Your Leadership Team:
Tiffany Murphy, President/Moderator
Chuck Ackerson
Ellie Vargo, Secretary
Steve Lorberg
Nina Roberts

How to Reach Us:
Phone:! 314-432-1960
FAX:! 314-432-5732
Email:! delmarbc@hotmail.com
Website:! delmarbc.org

   

     
   Like us on 
   Facebook 

Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung
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