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Our Name 

	  
	   For more than 15 years now we’ve been having an internal dialogue with ourselves about our name: 
Delmar Baptist Church. Ever since we’ve moved to our current location, we’ve wondered and asked if we should 
change our name. It’s one of those questions that always seems to be there, unwilling to let us go. It is discussed 
on occasion in Sunday School classes and in Community Groups. It is brought up in the hallways of Delmar, and 
in the living rooms of families.  Again and again, this question about our name keeps coming up, and it does so for 
important reasons.

	   For many of us, the thought of changing our name is a painful one. The word Delmar evokes memories of 
beloved faces and relationships. We may think of our old sanctuary with the painting of the Ascension of Christ. 
We may remember our children’s baptism, or our parent’s funeral. The name Delmar has come to mean so much 
for us. It’s the place our parents and grandparents worshiped and the name of the place where we have 
encountered God’s presence again and again.  It’s sacred history and blessed relationships. All that meaning is 
held and evoked for us in the name Delmar.

	   We also know that isn’t the case for most of the St. Louis community. The name Delmar evokes something 
very different to the millions of people stirring in our city. When they hear Delmar, they think of a street that 
stretches from University City down to the Mississippi River front, far from where we are now located.  There are 
also those who continually associate us with Delmar Gardens, a chain of nursing and retirement homes.  Neither 
of these associations, the street or the corporation, accurately reflects our community or our mission.

 This is the great tension and the reason the question about our name won’t let us go.  For us, Delmar is a 
cherished name. For those we are called to love and serve and reach, the name creates confusion and is a 
hindrance. 

	   Last fall at our all-church retreat at Drace Park, we spent some time thinking and discussing the pluses 
and minuses of changing our name. We also discussed our need to renew our efforts at reaching out to the 
community. As those efforts have taken shape through initiatives such as the Walk for Water, the Community 
Garden and World Labyrinth Day, the confusion caused by our name has been stirred to the surface and become 
increasingly apparent. 

	   The Leadership Team has decided that it’s time for us as a community to enter a more focused discussion 
and discernment about our name. Beginning June 2, I’ll be preaching a sermon series on the biblical stories 
where names are changed. My hope is that these sermons will help us all think about this question in light of our 
sacred story and open us to the nudges of the Spirit, wherever that may lead.

	   Although I don’t know where this road will take us, I do know this: any discussions or movements toward 
changing our name cannot be about truncating our history. Our story is a blessed one that we are to embrace and 
cherish. This is not a discussion about changing who we are. It’s a recognition that once we were called Garrison 
Avenue Baptist Church. Then we moved to a new location and renamed ourselves Delmar Baptist Church. Now 
we find ourselves further down the road in our story and we’re wondering aloud if it might be time for us to take on 
a new name once more. 

	   Embracing the Journey,

 Chris
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Wednesday Lunch
Our weekly potluck Wednesday Lectionary Lunches 
are taking a short summer vacation. We will resume 
on August 7.

June at DelmarJune at DelmarJune at Delmar
2 Sun. Summer Classics Book Club, 9:30 AM.

9 Sun. Camp children and parents breakfast, 9 AM.
All-Church lunch, Anniversary Hall.
Camp youth and parents, 5 PM.

11 Tues. Leadership Team, 7 PM

12-14 Wed.-Fri. Children’s Camp Connect, Windermere (p. 4)

15 Sat. Men’s Prayer Breakfast, 7:30 AM, Second 
Baptist Church.
Bosnian Food Bank, 9 AM.

21-22 Fri.-Sat. ABC Biennial Meeting in Kansas City (p. 3)

23-28 Sun.-Fri. Passport Camp for Youth, Macon, GA (p. 4)

Meeting Every WeekMeeting Every WeekMeeting Every Week
Sundays 9:00 AM

9:30
10:15
10:45
11:50

Prayer Service
Growth Groups
Choir rehearsal
Worship Service
Coffee & Conversation

     Our Averages in May:
Sunday Worship   81
Sunday Growth Groups   21
Wednesday Bible Study   11
Youth Group    14

         June
5 Rachel Missey
8 Elliott Wakefield
12 Dianne Emily
15 Ella Missey
19 Chuck Ackerson
22 Susan McKnight
24 Julia Meckfessel
30 Peter Unger

West Virginia Mission Trip
August 5-9

The deadline to commit to our our annual mission trip  
to the mountains of West Virginia is June 9.  Contact 
Marsha for details.

Family News
Margaret Lundgren, former long-time 
member of Delmar, passed away on 
Wednesday, May 29, in a car accident 
near her home in South Carolina.  Her 
husband, Bob, was not in the car.  
Please pray for Bob, daughters Rachel 
Dofing and Anne Allgood, son Will 
Allgood, and grandchildren Kaylin, 
Emily, and Jacob Dofing.

Bruce Tanner has moved.  Please 
make a note of his new address:  
Hidden Lake, 11728 Hidden Lake Dr., 
St. Louis, MO  63138.
Mary Montani has graduated this May 
from Parkway Central High School. 
Congratulations to Mary and to her 
family, mother Jane Montani, and 
grandparents Joan and John Barth!

A BIG thank you 
to the congregation for your generosity at the car 
wash on May 19.  We raised $710 to offset the 
camp expenses for our children and youth. 

Third Annual Fathers Day Choir
Sunday, June 17

All men and children--no matter the age of the man or the children--are 
invited to learn a simple song that you will sing together for church on 
Father’s Day.

On June 17, Father’s Day, we’ll rehearse in the sanctuary at 10:15.  We 
promise it will be simple and you’ll be able to learn it in 15 minutes.  Then 
we will sing it for church.

Now Dads, whether you think you can sing or not, this is an opportunity for 
you and your children to share a special moment together. I’d love to see 
you all take part--just like last year!

Outdoor Worship and Car Wash
May 19



Communion Mission Offering
Our June Communion Mission Offering is designated to support “One Great Hour of Sharing.”  Our gifts go toward 
Christian ministries of disaster response, which includes tornado relief in Moore, OK.  Make your check out to Delmar 
Baptist Church, designated for “One Great Hour of Sharing.”  You may give all month.

Bosnian Food Pantry
Volunteers from Delmar will be helping at the Bosnian Food Pantry June 15.  Please meet at Jubilee Church, 4228 S. 
Kingshighway, at 9 AM.  Talk to Nina Roberts if you have questions.

ABC Mission Summit, 2013
Plan to attend the ABC biennial gathering, June 21-23, in Overland Park/Kansas City. Share challenges, ideas, and 
information with other American Baptists.  Be transformed by what the spirit is leading us to do in our churches and 
committees.  Discover 25 major changes on the horizon.  Come back with concrete action items to help Delmar thrive 
into the future.  Interested?  Talk to Fred Wear.

Circle of Concern
Food Drive:  Bring any of the suggested items below in a paper grocery bag and leave it in the Narthex.  NO GLASS!  
Remember that it is easier for Circle if you bring many of the same item rather than a bag full of different things.

 ! Food Items:! Peanut butter/jelly! ! Non-food items:!Shampoo, conditioner
! ! ! Chili, beef stew, canned meat ! ! ! Deodorant, bar soap
! ! ! Gelatin, pudding mixes ! ! ! ! Laundry detergent
! ! ! Dry boxed dinners, tomato products !!   ! Diapers, baby wipe
! ! ! Canned fruit, vegetables ! ! !   ! Lotion, razors

Mission and Outreach

Summer Classics Book Club
A Book Club Exploring Great Literature and Faith

facilitated by Terry Minchow-Proffitt

Join our new Summer Classics Book Club. We’ll launch our first book and discussion on Sunday morning, June 2, at 9:30 in 
Anniversary Hall.  At that time you’ll be given an introduction to the novel and a reading schedule.  Our discussion will 
continue online via a blog, which will also be explained more fully that day.  We’ll conclude our exploration on Sunday 
evening, June 30, by gathering at a fellow reader’s home (TBD) for discussion and dessert.

June:  Frankenstein, or the Modern Prometheus, by Mary Shelley

Thanks to Hollywood and Boris Karloff, or even the later comedic depiction, Young Frankenstein, 
starring Gene Wilder, the name Frankenstein conjures a dim-witted mash-up of a monster with two 
very pronounced screws protruding from its neck.  The classic novel Frankenstein, a romance 
written in 1818 by Mary Shelley, started it all, though here Frankenstein refers to the creator rather 
than the creature. While still in her teens, Shelley conceived the story of a young student and 
aspiring scientist, Victor Frankenstein, who animates a soulless monster made out of corpses from 
churchyards and dissecting rooms.  His creature is monstrous to the eye, but can think and feel.  
Spurned by all, including Victor himself, he becomes the monster we’ve continued to reinvent over 
and again in plays, films and comics.

Frankenstein is a captivating classic that continues to illumine the blurred, uncertain boundaries of 
what we consider “acceptable” science.  As one writer observes, Frankenstein “remains like a 
warning beacon, throwing its harsh, unsettling beam upon human efforts to penetrate the secrets 
of nature.”

July:  The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald

August:  The Scarlet Letter, by Nathaniel Hawthorne



Pre-Camp Meetings 
Sunday, June 9

If your child or youth is attending one of our camps this summer, please note the following required meetings for child/youth 
AND parent(s).

       9:00 AM Child attending camp at Lake Windemere and parents meet in Anniversary Hall for breakfast and Q&A.

       5:00 PM Teenagers attending camp in Macon, GA, and parents meet in Anniversary hall for dinner and Q&A.

Summer Camps
Please pray for our children, youth, and adults !! ! June 23-28, Passport Camp
as they travel and attend camp this month:! ! ! Mercer University in Macon, GA
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Mara Crow
! June 12-14, Camp Connect! ! ! ! ! ! Kaylin Dofing
! Windermere at Lake of the Ozarks! ! ! ! ! Emily Dofing
! ! Jacob Dofing! ! ! ! ! ! ! Andrea Hughes
! ! Joy Missey! ! ! ! ! ! ! Michael Lorberg
! ! Autumn Varner! ! ! ! ! ! ! Matthew Lorberg
! ! Valerie Whitlock!! ! ! ! ! ! Ella Missey
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Rachel Missey
! ! Andrea Missey, Chris Fillingham!! ! ! ! Samantha Wakefield
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Elliott Wakefield
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Andrea Missey, Chris Fillingham,
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Terry Minchow-Proffitt

Grow. Eat. Walk. 

Saturday, May 4



Delmar Baptist Church

Who Are We?

Mission Statement
As	  followers	  of	  Jesus	  Christ,	  open	  in	  heart	  and	  mind,	  we	  
are	  commi7ed	  to	  worship	  and	  witness,	  fellowship	  and	  

service,educa9on	  and	  faith	  explora9on.

Vision Statement
We	  strive	  to	  love	  God	  with	  all	  of	  our	  heart,	  mind,	  soul,	  

and	  strength-‐-‐to	  know	  God	  through	  Christ’s	  live,	  teaching	  
and	  enduring	  presence	  and	  through	  the	  grace	  of	  the	  Spirit	  

to	  love	  our	  neighbors	  as	  ourselves.

Core Values
As	  a	  congrega9on,	  we	  are	  nurturing,	  prayerful,	  diverse,	  

and	  hopeful.

DELMAR BAPTIST CHURCH
1001 Municipal Center Dr.
Town & Country, MO  63131
 

Your Church Staff:
Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor
Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist
Joan Barth, Administrative Assistant

Your Leadership Team:
Tiffany Murphy, President/Moderator
Chuck Ackerson
Ellie Vargo, Secretary
Steve Lorberg
Nina Roberts

How to Reach Us:
Phone:! 314-432-1960
FAX:! 314-432-5732
Email:! delmarbc@hotmail.com
Website:! delmarbc.org

   

     
   Like us on 
   Facebook 

Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung
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