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World Communion Sunday, Oct. 6
Sometimes we’re known for being a rather fractured bunch. We fight about the meaning of scripture. We 
disagree about how to worship. We’re split over social issues. And all of it has led to very different 
traditions. There are Greek Orthodox and Roman Catholics. There are Coptics and Charismatics. Truth 
be told, there are as many different kinds of Protestants as there are ice cream flavors. Even if you were 
to take just us Baptists, you can find all kinds of differences and divisions. There have been schisms and 
fights over everything from personal opinion and preference to deep theological issues. 

So, it’s no surprise then that many look at the church and see us as a rather fractured bunch. In fact, any 
talk of unity might seem a bit phony.  Paul’s metaphor of the body of Christ being one body with many 
parts comes across as a bit like fantasy to some.

Truth be told, we all need to be reminded from time to time that our particular tradition doesn’t uniquely 
hold a monopoly on God or the truth. Every now and then it’s worth remembering how beautiful all this 
diversity is, and that we are a part of it. 

We’re going to do that this month in a new way for many of us. Since the mid-twentieth century the first 
Sunday of October has been designated as “World Communion Sunday.” Although I’ve never personally 
participated in observing this day, I have had a growing desire to do so for several years.  

For all our differences, celebrating communion is one of the unique rituals 
that bind the church together as one body. Some tear pita and offer it. 
Some drink coconut milk. Some break rice cakes while others have wine. 
Communion is observed in so many ways all over the world, but in every 
place it remains the Lord’s Table, remembering his life, death, and 
resurrection. In every tradition, it remains the Bread of Life and the Cup of 
Salvation.

As we take the bread and cup on Oct 6th, we’re going to be joined by 
Christians across the globe and across traditions in our celebration. Our 
hearts will be open to them as their hearts are open to us. Together we 
will remember that in Christ all our divisions and barriers are broken 
down. In Christ the dividing walls of hostility are dissolved. In Christ even 
the messy fractured church becomes like broken pieces of glass gathered 
together into a beautiful mosaic. 
 
 Embracing the Journey,

 Chris
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	  Fall Harvest Celebration
Sunday, Oct. 6, 5-7 p.m.

Live Music by Acoustics Anonymous (featuring John Hussung on bass)
hot dogs, s’mores, cocoa, garden bounty!!

Be sure to invite a friend to this fun and relaxing evening on the grounds of Delmar.  This will be a time to 
celebrate our community garden, share in its bounty, and enjoy the beautiful fall evening together.  

Bring your camp chairs, blankets, and sticks for roasting hot dogs and marshmallows.  
You may also contribute one of the following: 

Hot dogs
Buns
Chocolate bars
Graham crackers
Marshmallows

If you’ve participated in the community garden 
and have any bounty to share, we’d love to taste 
it.

The church will provide  condiments and 
beverages.

Mission and Outreach
Communion Mission Offering

Our September Communion Mission Offering is designated to support international mission efforts by the American Baptist 
Churches and the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.  Make your check out to Delmar Baptist Church, designated for “ABC/
CBF Missions.”  You may give all month.

Circle of Concern
Food Drive:  Bring any of the suggested items below in a paper grocery bag and leave it in the Narthex.  NO GLASS!  
Remember that it is easier for Circle if you bring many of the same item rather than a bag full of different things.

 !

! Food Items:! Peanut butter/jelly! ! !
! ! ! Chili, beef stew, canned meat ! ! ! !  
! ! ! Gelatin, pudding mixes ! ! ! ! !   
! ! ! Dry boxed dinners, tomato products !!   ! !  
! ! ! Canned fruit, vegetables ! ! !   ! !   
! ! ! Dry cereal, muffin mix! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Bosnian Food Pantry
Volunteers from Delmar will be helping at the Bosnian Food Pantry on October 19.  Please meet at Jubilee Church, 4228 
S. Kingshighway, at 9 a.m.  Talk to Ellie Vargo if you have questions.

Thanksgiving turkeys???
We know--it’s hard to talk about thanksgiving feasts when 
the thermometer outside is approaching 100 degrees.  But 
Circle is ordering frozen turkeys for Thanksgiving boxes now.  
A gift of $50 will underwrite a magnificent meal for three 
Circle families this holiday season.



Wednesday Lectionary Lunch
Join us at noon each Wednesday for a tasty shared potluck 
lunch, followed by a lectionary-based bible study looking 
ahead to the following Sunday text.  We finish at 1:30.

Men’s Breakfast
It’s time again to pull your chairs up to the breakfast table.  
Join the men of Delmar Baptist and Second Baptist as they 
meet together once a month for a hearty breakfast and 
spiritual time together.  This month’s breakfast will be at 
Delmar on Saturday, October 19, at 7:30 a.m.

October at DelmarOctober at DelmarOctober at Delmar
1 Tues. White Cross, Munger home, 1 PM.

6 Sun. Fall Harvest Celebration, church 
grounds, 5-7 PM.

8 Tues. Leadership Team, 7:00 PM.

13 Sun. Youth Group and Manna, 5-7 PM.

15 Tues. White Cross, Anniversary Hall, 1 PM.

19 Sat. Men’s Breakfast, DBC, 7:30 AM.

Bosnian Food Pantry, 9-Noon.

20 Sun. All-Church Lunch and Business 
Meeting, Noon.

27 Sun. Youth Group and Manna, 5-7 PM.

29 Tues. White Cross, Anniversary Hall, 1 PM.

Meeting Every WeekMeeting Every WeekMeeting Every Week
Sundays 9:00 AM

9:30
10:45
10:15
11:50

Prayer Service
Growth Groups
Worship Service
Choir warmup, sanctuary
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays Noon
7:00 PM

Lectionary Lunch
Adult Choir Rehearsal

Our Averages in 
September

Sunday Worship 85
Sunday Growth Groups 30
Wednesday Bible Study 13
Youth Group    9
Manna   11

New Members
George and Pat Burris come to 
Delmar by transfer of 
membership from Hamilton 
Christian Church, where they 
were members for 39 years.  
They met at Missouri Valley 
College and will celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary next 
June with a trip to Hawaii.  They 
like to travel, enjoy golfing, and 
are snow birds that spend fall 
and winter in Naples, FL.   Son 
George Phillip lives in Florissant, 
and daughter Pam lives with her husband, Ray, and two 
sons in Hull, Illinois, which is just across the river from 
Hannibal. Pat and George have always considered their 
church families to be an important part of their lives. 

October Birthdays
1 Howard Baygents
1 John Johnston
4 Carolyn Harmon
6 Joy Lusk
9 Joan Barth
9 Dana Lorberg
9 Carolyn McKie
9 Valerie Whitlock
13 Mary Axum
17 Jeff Bapst
21 Chris Fillingham
25 Samantha Wakefield
31 Bob Harmon

With Thanks
From Marylee and Howard Baygents:
Our heartfelt thanks to friends at Delmar for all the prayers, 
cards, and calls, and for all the love shown during the past 
three years.  Mary struggled valiantly, but the cancer 
prevailed.  Your caring meant more than you may know.

Manna
Delmar children learn about the world and our Christian mission.



From the Leadership Team
Delmar Family,

The Leadership Team has begun the process of planning the budget for 2014.  By starting this early our hope 
is to avoid having our pledge commitment coincide with the hectic holiday season. We will begin the official 
pledge process October 13, and we will present the proposed 2014 budget at the October 20th business 
meeting. We are asking for all pledges to be turned in by the end of October. 

Through the diligent work of our Discernment Committee, the sacrifices of our staff, and the faithful giving of 
our congregation, we anticipate ending 2013 with a balanced budget for the first time in over 15 years. It is 
exciting to see our congregation fulfill our commitments to one another and to God. 

In order to continue to implement the Discernment Committee’s plan, our reliance on the Endowment Fund 
will decrease by another 0.5% in 2014  We are also looking at some increased costs for 2014, about a 10% 
increase from last years budget. Two areas in particular will see an increase.  The need to remove dead 
trees and shrubbery from the grounds has become a priority after years of neglect.  Most importantly, the 
Leadership Team unanimously feels committed to giving our salaried staff a 3% cost of living increase.  
Please remember that all staff took a pay cut last year to help us decrease costs.  We feel it is important to 
honor their sacrifice and our commitments to them with this raise.

Please begin praying thoughtfully about how you can help us to meet our commitment.  If every family 
increases their giving by 10% we will meet our goal! 

Much thanks,
 Tiffany Whitlock Murphy
 President, Leadership Team

Search for a New Name
Notes from the Exploratory Committee

As we reported during the announcements on Sunday, the Exploratory Committee hasn’t found a rulebook for 
changing a church name. At every point in the process, we urge you to look thoughtfully and prayerfully at the 
decision before us and we strive as best we can to discern the wisdom and the will of the congregation.

Through the first poll, we found a definite and widespread openness to the idea of replacing the name ‘Delmar,’ 
since people associate it with a street many miles away and with a chain of retirement homes. Because that same 
poll suggested more ambiguity about dropping the name ‘Baptist,’ the committee has turned away from that option. 

At the church picnic on September 8, members of our congregation proposed names and responded to names, 
selected names and shared their selections with the committee. We have now moved on to a new poll, in which 
church members rank our top choices from those gathered at the picnic. Please take some time to read through 
these names and reflect on their meanings. As you do, remember that there is no perfect name that will 
encompass all that our church means to us. Certainly no new name will have the emotional connection that we 
have with “Delmar.”  However, we do believe that there are several names that reflect our ethos in a meaningful 
way, and have the potential to strengthen our identity in our community.

We are asking for everyone to respond to the poll by this Sunday, October 6. The committee will then meet on 
October 8 to see if we can spot the beginnings of a collective will among the many responses to the poll. Although 
we don’t know what the next step will be, we will be quick to let the church know what we’ve learned. We continue 
to be eager to hear your ideas at any point along the way.



MISSION: POSSIBLE 3
A day-long mission effort in our community!

Saturday, September 24



Delmar Baptist Church
Mission	  Statement

As	  followers	  of	  Jesus	  Christ,	  open	  in	  heart	  and	  mind,	  we	  are	  
commi7ed	  to	  worship	  and	  witness,	  fellowship	  and	  

service,educa9on	  and	  faith	  explora9on.

Vision	  Statement
We	  strive	  to	  love	  God	  with	  all	  of	  our	  heart,	  mind,	  soul,	  and	  
strength-‐-‐to	  know	  God	  through	  Christ’s	  live,	  teaching	  and	  

enduring	  presence	  and	  through	  the	  grace	  of	  the	  Spirit	  to	  love	  
our	  neighbors	  as	  ourselves.

Core	  Values
As	  a	  congrega9on,	  we	  are	  

nurturing,	  prayerful,	  diverse,	  and	  hopeful.

Adopted April 15, 2010

DELMAR BAPTIST CHURCH
1001 Municipal Center Dr.
Town & Country, MO  63131
 

Your Church Staff:
Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor
Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist
Joan Barth, Administrative Assistant
Hannah Allee, Manna Director
Andy Thomas, Pastoral Associate

Your Leadership Team:
Tiffany Murphy, President/Moderator
Chuck Ackerson
Ellie Vargo, Secretary
Steve Lorberg
Nina Roberts

How to Reach Us:
Phone:! 314-432-1960
FAX:! 314-432-5732
Email:! delmarbc@hotmail.com
Website:! delmarbc.org

   

     
Like us on Facebook 

Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung
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