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Time on the Mountain!

by Chris Fillingham !
 One of the things I greatly appreciate about being your pastor is that you understand that I, too, need 
time to be refreshed, challenged, and deepened in my relationship with God. You do this in a number of 
ways, but particularly though offering me a sabbatical every three years. A sabbatical is also one of the ways 
we remind ourselves that our church is not about programs, performances, or personalities. Instead, it is 
about cultivating an openness to God’s presence and work in our lives. For me to guide us in that life-long 
journey, we’re both recognizing that I need to take a cue from Moses and spend some time away, on the 
mountain, listening and being formed by God’s presence.  !
 I’ve decided to shape my “time on the mountain" around our vision statement, which says, “We strive 
to love God with all of our heart, mind, soul, and strength – to know God through Christ’s life, teaching, and 
enduring presence, and through the grace of the Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves.” My plans are a 
concentrated attempt at the “striving” we describe.  !
 I’ll be reading several books, including books on Sabbath by Walter Brueggemann and Abraham 
Heschel. I want to spend time thinking more deeply about Christian identity in a multi-faith world and what it 
means for us to share Christ’s love with our neighbors. Leslie Newbigin will be my conversation partner in 
this endeavor as I read his book, The Gospel in a Pluralist Society. I’ll also be reading Richard Rohr’s 
Immortal Diamond: The Search for Our True Self. In addition to readings I’ll be attending the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship annual meeting, a conference on preaching, and a five-day Academy for Spiritual 
Formation titled “Explore, Discover, Be: Formed in Worship and the Psalms.” !
 This “to do” list is only part of my plans. I will be spending more time nurturing my family relationships. 
It’s my hope that Jessi will also be refreshed during this season. To that end, she will be attending a five-day 
conference on the Enneagram with her mom and a close friend. We’ll also be taking some trips we wouldn’t 
normally have time for. !
 For myself, I’m going to attempt a long held personal goal. For over a decade I’ve toyed with the idea 
of completing a Triathlon. I’ve begun training already and hope to complete two Olympic length triathlons 
(one in Kansas City, one at Innsbrook) during my time away. !
 In the next three and a half months we’re going through a journey together. There will be Holy Week 
and Easter. The following Sunday we’ll have a chance to say our blessings and goodbyes for the sabbatical 
period. Then I’ll be away until mid-July. Before you know it we’ll be saying hello again; we’ll be catching up 
on all that happened while I was away, telling stories and sharing hugs. (I assume there will be no golden 
calves when I get back!) !
 Three and a half months from now I’ll be back to my normal routine, but I hope that things within me 
will not be “normal.” I hope that at the end of this time I will be more present to my wife and children. I hope 
my prayers will be more honest and my heart more open. In all this, I hope I will be living more deeply aware 
of God’s presence in me and in those around me.   !
 Embracing the Journey, 
 ~Chris !
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It’s Planting Time! !
Community Garden beds are now available to 
members and neighbors for planting in mid-April 
for an annual fee of $25. 

Our Averages in March: 
Sunday Worship  87 
Sunday School   32 
Wednesday Bible Study  11 
Youth Group   8 
Manna    8 !

Food for Thought !
Men’s Breakfast: 
The men of Dayspring and Second Baptist 
Churches meet monthly for a tasty breakfast and 
warm fellowship. Join them Saturday, April 19th, 
7:30 AM, at Second Baptist. !
All-Church Lunch & Business Meeting:   
Our All-Church Lunch will be early this month. 
Mark your calendars for April 6. We will have a 
short quarterly business meeting following lunch. 
Please be sure to make reservations with the 
church office to help them plan accordingly. !
Wednesday Lectionary Lunch:   
We meet in Anniversary Hall; potluck lunch is at 
noon, with Bible study on the week’s lectionary 
from 12:45-1:30.  !

Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:00 AM 

9:30 
10:45 
11:50

Prayer Service 
Growth Groups 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays Noon 
7:00 PM

Lunch & Bible Study, Anniversary Hall. 
Adult Choir Rehearsal in sanctuary.

!
Dayspr ing Varie ty Show  

& Dessert Auct ion 
 Sunday, May 4, 6 PM 

Uncover your hidden talents and step into the limelight at our third 
annual VARIETY SHOW and DESSERT AUCTION. Dayspring 
boasts some to the most talented people in the Midwest, and we 
need a “variety” of acts to make this a VARIETY SHOW!!

Gather some friends or work up your own solo act. You can sing, 
dance, tell jokes, or do a skit. Make plans now to participate in a 
fun evening to help raise funds to send our kids to camp!!

April Birthdays !
2   Mindy Wakefield        18 Jane Holman 
3   Margarette Ann Boley      18 Celia Homsher 
4   John Boley         18 Nathan McKie 
4   Eric Husmann        18 Autumn Varner 
6   Mikayla Lusk         28 Zach Husmann 
6   George Burris        28 Brandon Norris 
12 Darrell Missey        30 Carol Ackerson 
13 Trish Harmon 

April at Dayspring
1 Tues. White Cross, 10 AM.

6 Sun. Lunch and church business meeting. !
Manna and Youth Group, 5-7 PM.

8 Tues. Election Day, Dayspring is a polling place. !
Leadership Team, 7 PM.

9 Wed. Guided Meditation on Stations, 6 PM, Narthex.

12 Sat. Spring Grounds Clean-up, 9-Noon.

15 Tues. Womens Mission Council Lunch and Bible study, 
12:30 PM.

16 Wed. Guided Meditation on Stations, 6 PM, Narthex.

17 Thurs. Maundy Thursday Service, 7 PM.

18 Fri. Good Friday Choral Service, 7 PM, Sanctuary.

19 Sat. Men’s Breakfast, 7:30 AM, Second Baptist Church.

20 Sun. Easter Sunday, Breakfast at 9:30, Egg hunt at 10.

26 Sat. Bosnian Food Pantry work day, 9 AM-Noon.

27 Sun. Manna and Youth Group, 5-7 PM.

29 Tues. White Cross, 10 AM.

Outdoor Work Day 
Saturday, April 12 

9 AM - Noon !
It’s time to get the church grounds in 
shape after the ravages of this past winter. 
Bring your rake, shovel, and clippers at 
9:00 AM on Saturday, April 12, and enjoy 
some yard work with fellow Dayspring 
friends. Don’t forget your garden gloves, 
too!



New Members !!
Chris Waltz: I am happily retired after having worked several years in the accounting and financial 
planning fields.  Now, my volunteer hours are spent in the accounting department of Wings of Hope at 
Spirit Airport.  You can check out the work done by that organization at www.wings-of-hope.org.  When 
I’m not at Wings, some of my spare time goes into home repair and improvement projects, and 
landscaping and gardening.  I also enjoy reading Agatha Christie-esque mysteries; biographies of the 
Tudor monarchs and their courtiers; and some historical fiction.  And I follow Formula One Gran Prix 
racing and college and professional football.  Over the last year it has been a pleasure getting to know 
several Dayspring members and I hope to meet more of you as time goes by.  Thank you for welcoming 
me so warmly !

Gail and Dean Stewart: We are happy to find a church home at Dayspring.  Dean is 
coming off a 45-year career serving as pastor; his final assignment was a ten-year 
stint at Webster Groves Baptist Church.  Dean presently teaches Family-to-Family 
classes with National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI).  He also volunteers at events 
at the Touhill on the UMSL campus.  He's the guy in the red coat pointing patrons to 
the nearest restroom. Gail recently retired from Hazelwood School District as a 
Curriculum Coordinator to take the position of St. Louis Director of Pathways to 
Prosperity with Missouri's Department of Education where she continues to use her 
34 years of experience in education to link business/industry with education to help 
prepare students for 21st century careers.  We are the proud parents of three sons, 
two daughters-in-law, and six grandchildren.  We both keep active with a daily two+ 
mile walk—well, most days. !

!!!!!!!!!!
Palm Sunday 
April 13!!
Maundy Thursday 
April 17!
   7:00 PM!  Communion Service!!
Good Friday 
April 18!

7:00 PM!   Return to Me: A Choral Service 
based on the Stations of the Cross, presented 
by the Dayspring Choir!!

Easter Sunday 
April 20!
    9:30 AM!  Continental Breakfast!
! !   (no Sunday School classes)!
    10:00!   Easter Egg Hunt!
    10:45!   Worship

!
!

   Observing 
!
!
!

A Pilgrimage through the 
Stations of the Cross 

On Wednesdays, April 9 and 16, we continue to !
offer a guided pilgrimage through the !

Stations of the Cross. !
Join us in the Narthex and Sanctuary from !
6:00-6:30 PM for this prayerful meditation.!!!

Sunday Worship 
In worship we continue to follow the Via Crucis, or 

Way of the Cross in scripture and message.  !!
The choir is presenting selections from !

“Return to Me: A Choral Service based on the !
Stations of the Cross.” !!

They will sing the complete choral service on !
Good Friday.!!



With Thanks! !!!!!
Thank you for your generosity at our 
recent Pancake Lunch fundraiser.  We 
raised almost $500 to help offset the 
costs for our children and youth to 
attend summer camp.  We are grateful 
for a congregation who recognizes 
and supports the opportunities for 
young people to have formative 
experiences at summer camp.!

!
West Virginia Mission Trip: !

August 4-8!!!
Each year members of Dayspring travel to the mountains of West Virginia to 
participate in a family mission trip. For almost ten years we have joined 
together with several other churches from the East, working, worshiping, 
and developing and sharing friendships together. !!
Our Dayspring group varies in size each year, from six to 25 people. We’ve 
had three-year-olds go (talk to Davey Murphy!) and folks in their 80’s. This 
is a rare opportunity for families to serve together. !!
Please talk to Marsha Hussung or Mat Hartig for details. We would love to 
share with you how meaningful these trips have been for our families over 
the years. !

March 
Manna 

with our 
children

Garden Bucks Fundraiser !
Let your spring and summer gardens make money for the Dayspring Community Garden! We are cooperating again this 
year with Greenscape Garden nursery, 2832 Barrett Station Road in Manchester. Buy a coupon for $20, redeemable at 
Greenscape for $20 in plants. Dayspring receives $5 for each coupon sold. !!
It’s a no-brainer. You spend $20, get $20 in plants, and your church makes $5. See Joanne Cuddeback for details and to 
purchase coupons.!



!!!
Communion Mission Offering!

Our April Communion Mission Offering is designated for L’Arche St. Louis, a community of people with and without 
developmental disabilities sharing life in Maplewood.  Mutual relationships and trust in God are at the heart of their 
journey together as they seek to be a sign of hope and transformation.  Founded in France by Jean Vanier in 1964, 
L’Arche is now an international federation composed of nearly 140 communities in 40 countries.  Andy Thomas serves in 
L’Arche St. Louis as a live-in assistant.  He supports three adults with disabilities in their daily routines, his days filled with 
cooking, cleaning, and driving the community mini-van.  You may give all month. !

Circle of Concern!
Food Drive:  Bring any of the suggested items below in a paper grocery bag and leave in the Narthex.  NO GLASS!  
Remember that it is easier for Circle if you bring many of the same item rather than a bag full of different things.!
Pick one category a month, fill a bag, and bring it in!!
! Canned meat and fish! ! Canned fruits and vegetables! ! Laundry detergent!
! Pasta sauce, dry pasta! ! Boxed dinners, cereal! ! ! Personal care items!
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Womens Mission Council!
The ladies of White Cross will meet for hands-on mission work on Tuesday, April 1 and 29, at 10 AM, Anniversary Hall. On 
Tuesday, April 15, the WMC will gather at 12:30 for lunch and Bible Study led by John Barth. Questions? See Vi Miller. !!

Bosnian Food Pantry!
Volunteers from Dayspring will be helping at the Bosnian Food Pantry on Saturday, April 26. Please meet at Jubilee 
Church, 4228 S. Kingshighway, at 9:00 AM. See Nina Roberts for details.

Opportunities for Mission and Outreach!

Mission News 
by Nina Roberts, Mission Liaison 

HAPPY 200TH BIRTHDAY TO AMERICAN BAPTIST INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES 

On February 6, 1812, Adoniram and Ann Judson were commissioned as missionaries from the Congregational Church of 
England and set sail for India.  While out on the waters, Judson began to read the Bible anew about the issue of water 
baptism.  Arriving at the conclusion that believers should be baptized by immersion, the Judsons were baptized by  British 
Baptist missionaries when they reached Calcutta, India, that September.  Soon, due to political reasons, they moved on to 
Burma where they spent the remainder of their mission work and served for many years. 

Their life-changing decision gave birth of a new gathering of people, partners, churches—a new society of Christians who 
would support, send,  and celebrate the work of mission.  That movement, formed in 1814, is known today as the American 
Baptist International Ministries.    

From the humble beginning of two missionaries in Burma, ABC International Ministries has grown to 1800 long and short 
term missionaries with partnerships in over 70 countries. 

YOU, as part of Dayspring, are part of this mission as we contribute quarterly to ABC-USA, which includes missionary work 
at home and away.  Thank you for your faithful contributions to Dayspring and its ministries, which  as you can see, reaches 
far and wide.  It allows us to participate in something much greater than we could ever hope to do individually.  

OTHER MISSION NEWS 

In response to the growing Syrian crisis, ABC International Ministries sent $50,000 for relief through One Great Hour of 
Sharing.  To date the United Nations has registered 2.3 million Syrian refugees in neighboring countries—Lebanon, Jordan, 
Iraq, Turkey and Egypt.  It is believed that there are over 9 million people inside Syria who are displaced and in need of 
relief.   

Larry and Rebecca Stanton were commissioned as ABC missionaries at a ceremony in their home church in Murphysboro, 
IL, on February 16.  They will serve at a boarding school in Liberia, West Africa. The school has a staff of 136 and a student 
population of 625. Larry will be maintenance supervisor and Becky will be an English teacher in the school.  The Stantons 
have three daughters who will serve along with their parents.



!
Dayspring Baptist Church 

!
Who Are We? !
Mission Statement 

As followers of Jesus Christ, open in heart and mind, we 
are committed to worship and witness, fellowship and 

service,education and faith exploration.
!
Vision Statement 

We strive to love God with all of our heart, mind, soul, and 
strength--to know God through Christ’s live, teaching and 
enduring presence and through the grace of the Spirit to 

love our neighbors as ourselves.
!
Core Values 

As a congregation, we are nurturing, prayerful, diverse, and 
hopeful.
!

Adopted April 15, 2010

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO  63131 

!
Your Church Staff:!

Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor!
Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor!
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister!
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist!
Joan Barth, Administrative Assistant!
Hannah Allee, Manna Director!
Andy Thomas, Pastoral Associate!

Your Leadership Team:!
Tiffany Murphy, President/Moderator!
Ellie Vargo, Vice-President!
Chuck Ackerson!
Steve Lorberg!
Nina Roberts!

How to Reach Us:!
Phone:! 314-432-1960!
FAX:! 314-432-5732!
Email:! dayspringstl@gmail.com!
Website:! dayspringstl.com!

   !
     !
   !!!

Like us on Facebook !!
Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung


