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  Delmar to Dayspring
On Sunday, December 15, we made the decision we’ve being considering for so long.  It certainly wasn’t an 
easy or simple decision for us. There was much to consider and a variety of viewpoints. We’ve been 
wrestling with this decision and what it means for us. Just like Jacob at the river Jabbok, we’ve found 
ourselves wrestling with God, trying to hear what we need to hear, and asking for a blessing.

 Through the discernment of one another in an official business meeting, we heard God’s word of 
blessing to us in the form of a new name. “You shall be called‘Dayspring,’ for the light of God has shined on 
you even in your darkest hours and is guiding you into the way of peace.”  

 This is what Dayspring evokes and why so many of us were drawn to this name. It’s an ancient poetic 
word for “dawn” that the King James uses in Luke 1:78-79. 

“By the tender mercy of our God, 
 the Dayspring from on high will break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
 to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

 Of course changing our name will be hard for many of us, just as it was for Jacob. He left that river with 
a new name, but also a limp. There was a wound that went with his gift. The word “Delmar” evokes so much 
of what this church has been  and continues to be in our lives. Letting go of that name is its own kind of 
wound. Calling ourselves “Dayspring Baptist Church” will seem awkward at first. We’ll probably stumble 
around with our words and feel a little clumsy, just as Jacob stumbled around with his wounded hip. But 
Jacob’s story moved forward and so will ours. 

 We’ll always be “Delmar” to some, just as Jacob was always Jacob. That’s another way of reminding 
ourselves we haven’t become someone or something we’re not. We are still the same community of people, 
with the same rich history that has shaped so many wonderful and beautiful things into this place. But we are 
letting go of that name in faith and trust that God is continuing to call our story forward. 

 Yes, we will always be Delmar in many hearts and minds. But over 
time we will be known as Dayspring. We will be known as a people carried by 
hope, who have seen a great light, and who are guided in the way of peace. 
We will be known as Dayspring to every person who finds God’s justice 
because of the ministry God calls us to do. All those who sit in the shadow of 
death and find hope through God’s presence in this church will know us as 
Dayspring. Every time we are the hands and feet of Christ in the world, and 
every time God’s hope and healing breaks into our own darkness, we will be 
known as Dayspring Baptist Church. 

 Embracing the Journey,

! ~Chris
  
!
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Food for Thought
Men’s Breakfast:
The men of Dayspring and Second Baptist 
Churches meet monthly for a tasty breakfast and 
warm fellowship.  Join them Saturday, Jan. 18, 
7:30 AM, in our Anniversary Hall.

All-Church Lunch & Annual Meeting:  
Our All-Church Lunch is on Jan. 19 this month.  
Please plan to stay for our Annual Meeting 
following lunch. Don’t forget to make a reservation 
with the church office to help Kim, our caterer, 
plan accordingly.

Wednesday Lectionary Lunch:  
We meet in Anniversary Hall; potluck lunch is at 
noon, with Bible study on the week’s lectionary 
from 12:45-1:30.  

January at DelmarJanuary at DelmarJanuary at Delmar
1 Wed. New Year’s Day, Church office closed.

5 Sun. Epiphany, New Year’s Breakfast Buffet, 9:30.

7 Tues. White Cross, 10 AM.

12 Sun. Manna and Youth Group, 5-7 PM.

14 Tues. Leadership Team, 7 PM.

18 Sat. Men’s Breakfast, 7 AM, Dayspring Baptist.

19 Sun. All-Church lunch and Annual Meeting, noon.

21 Tues. White Cross, 10 AM.

26 Sun. Manna and Youth Group, 5-7 PM.

Meeting Every WeekMeeting Every WeekMeeting Every Week
Sundays 9:00 AM

9:30
10:45
11:50

Prayer Service
Growth Groups
Worship Service
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays Noon
7:00 PM

Lunch & Bible Study, Anniversary Hall.
Adult Choir Rehearsal in sanctuary.

     Our Averages in December:
Sunday Worship  95
Sunday Growth Groups  24
Wednesday Bible Study  10
Youth Group   12
Manna      8

Music News 
Advent Music:  Thanks again to the Ernst Music Fund, we all enjoyed special musical additions to our services during 
Advent. We welcomed old friends and new ones. Our trusty Dayspring Handbell ensemble of Mat Hartig, Cathy Hartig, and 
Celia Homsher played for two services.  In addition, we were serenaded by the following:

Advent I:    Chris Treloar, percussion

Advent II:    Dianne Kirkland , flute

Advent III:   Linda Phipps, clarinet

Advent IV:  Dayspring Handbells 

Evening of Carols:  Kingsbury Place Carolers

Christmas Eve:  Marah Allee, percussion
   Dayspring Handbells

January Birthdays
1    Joanne Cuddeback 
5    Hunter Husmann 
6    Sandy Minchow-Proffitt
6   Kevin Sullivan 
7    Betty Binch 
8    Nancy Thompson 
9    Greg L’Hommedieu 
13  Ellie Vargo
16  Joel Pittenger 
16  Dorothy Smith 
21  Marsha Hussung 
22  Clarence Smith 
22  Dora Murphy 
27  Kris Coombes 

Where Are We On-Line?
A new name means that our on-line addresses will change.  While our old web 
address and email accounts will still work for awhile, begin now to use our new 
ones:
! ! ! email:  ! dayspringstl@gmail.com

! ! ! website:  ! dayspringstl.com

! ! ! Facebook: Dayspring Baptist Church

mailto:dayspringstl@gmail.com
mailto:dayspringstl@gmail.com
http://www.dayspringstl.com
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Communion Mission Offering
Our January Communion Mission Offering is designated for St. Louis EnergyCare, which provides energy-related 
services and information for the low-income elderly, ill, disabled and families with young children in St. Louis City and 
County.  Because we are still in the process of changing the name on our bank accounts, please make your check out 
to Delmar Baptist Church, designated for EnergyCare.  You may give all month.

Used Clothing Ministry
We are collecting used clothing and small appliances to support the ministries of our sister ABC church, Antioch Baptist, 
and Isaiah 58 in the City.  Please leave gently-used items in the designated bin in the narthex.

Circle of Concern
Food Drive:  Bring any of the suggested items below in a paper grocery bag and leave in the Narthex.  NO GLASS!  
Remember that it is easier for Circle if you bring many of the same item rather than a bag full of different things.

             Food Items:! Peanut butter, jelly! !         Non-food items:! Shampoo, conditioner
! ! ! Chili, beef stew, tomato products! ! ! Deodorant, lotion
! ! ! Canned Fruit, vegetables! ! ! ! Dish soap, laundry detergent
! ! ! Dry boxed dinners! ! ! ! ! Diapers, baby wipes
! ! ! Pudding and gelatin mixes! ! ! ! Razors, bar soap
! ! ! Dry cereal, muffin mixes
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

White Cross
The ladies of White Cross will meet for hands-on mission work on Tuesday, January 7 & 21, at 10 AM, Anniversary Hall.

Opportunities for Mission and Outreach

Family News
Joe McKnight, long-time member and faithful friend, died after 93 
years of life on Nov. 29. We celebrated his life at a memorial service 
on Dec. 14.

John Hussung’s band, Acoustics Anonymous, 
released their debut CD with a sold-out show at the 
Old Rock House on December 28th. 20 Dayspring 
friends were among the 550 fans who came out to 
cheer them on. You may purchase a CD from any 
Hussung for $10 if you would like to add this 
“acoustic grass funk” sound to your listening library.  
You may also listen to it on Soundcloud at https://
soundcloud.com/acoustics-anonymous.  And don’t 
forget to Like them on Facebook to hear about their 
upcoming shows.

 Advent Reflection
by Andy Thomas

Let me take a 
moment to express 
gratitude for my 
experience 
compiling the 
Advent reflection 
guide.  I came to 
the project with 
excitement about 
the possibilities it 
might open up for 
our celebration of 
Advent this year.  I 
soon realized the 
additional blessing 

it was for me personally.  Your stories, 
reflections, pictures, and poems gave me the 
sense that I was being entrusted with slivers of 
your lives.  As a new member and pastoral 
associate, this left me feeling closer to the 
congregation and grateful to be ministering in 
this way.  May the Spirit somehow take what we 
entrusted to each other and continue to form us 
for the journey of faith in the coming year.

https://soundcloud.com/acoustics-anonymous
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Dayspring Baptist Church
Who Are We?

Mission Statement
As followers of Jesus Christ, open in heart and mind, we 

are committed to worship and witness, fellowship and 

service,education and faith exploration.

Vision Statement
We strive to love God with all of our heart, mind, soul, 
and strength--to know God through Christ’s live, 

teaching and enduring presence and through the grace 

of the Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves.

Core Values
As a congregation, we are nurturing, prayerful, diverse, 

and hopeful.

Adopted April 15, 2010

DAYSPRING BAPTIST CHURCH
1001 Municipal Center Dr.
Town & Country, MO  63131
 

Your Church Staff:
Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor
Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist
Joan Barth, Administrative Assistant
Hannah Allee, Manna Director
Andy Thomas, Pastoral Associate

Your Leadership Team:
Tiffany Murphy, President/Moderator
Ellie Vargo, Vice-President
Chuck Ackerson
Steve Lorberg
Nina Roberts

How to Reach Us:
Phone:! 314-432-1960
FAX:! 314-432-5732
Email:! dayspringstl@gmail.com
Website:! dayspringstl.com

   

     
   Like us on Facebook 

Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung
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