
!!
The Two Sides of Prayer!

by Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor !
 While the summer heat encourages tank tops and flip flops, visits to the pool, and outdoor BBQs, summer heat 
also has a way of melting the Chapstick tube left in the car or baking spilled soda into the concrete.  I love the heat of 
summer and its many activities; however, I am not a fan of Chapstick that drips from my lips onto my chin or stepping in 
sticky soda goo. !
 Much in life has two sides.  Things we like and excel in; things we don’t like that cause failure.  If we are brave 
(and why not be brave in the summertime) then we feel freedom to voice our spiritual victories as well as our discontent.  
Often, it’s easier to rejoice in the blessings than express our spiritual disappointments.  If we trace the two sides of our 
spiritual life, it often leads us to how we pray.  We begin to thank God for answering our prayers of employment and 
healing, for example. Yet, rarely do we thank God for those unanswered prayers.  Instead, we start to question 
ourselves: What did I do?  What didn’t I do? Is God even listening to me? !
 Believe it or not, naming the two sides of our spiritual life and wrestling with prayer is actually a healthy, although 
not a necessarily pleasant, aspect of our spiritual growth.  I easily applaud spiritual blessings. However, I have yet to 
“arrive” with the correct prayer cocktail to assuage the hurt and frustration that comes with feelings of spiritual isolation.  
I do not begin to offer diagnosis or treatment for this affliction since I am constantly weighing the two sides of my 
spiritual life, specifically prayer.  Instead, I offer some thoughts of Wendell Berry found in his book Jayber Crow.  Jayber, 
Port Williams’ beloved barber and resident theologian, wonders aloud about divine intervention and chance as he 
explains how he prays.* !

I prayed like a man walking in a forest at night, feeling his way with his hands, at each step fearing to fall into pure 
bottomless forever. !
Prayer is like lying awake, afraid, with your head under the cover, hearing only the beating of your own heart.  It is 
like a bird that has blundered down the flue and is caught indoors and flutters at the windowpanes.  It is like 
standing a long time on a cold day, knocking at a shut door. !
But sometimes a prayer comes that you have not thought to pray, yet suddenly there it is and you pray it.  
Sometimes you just trustfully and easily pass into the other world of sleep.  Sometimes the bird finds that what 
looks like an opening is an opening, and it flies away.  Sometimes the shut door opens and you go through it into 
the same world you were in before, in which you belong as you did not before (p. 253). !

Yes, there is both fear and surprise that comes with prayer: covering our head with a blanket while thrusting the same 
blanket aside.  This is the rhythm of prayer. !
 James, the epistle writer, says: The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective (5:16).  How narrowly we 
define righteousness at times, equating it with conquest instead of defeat.  But, what if we put the two sides of prayer 
into play as we measure powerful and effective prayer.  What if, like Jayber Crow, we embrace both the certainties and 
uncertainties that come with prayer.  Perhaps this release, letting go of our expectations and desired outcomes, fully 
defines the righteousness that James describes.   !!!
* Berry, Wendell. (2000).  Jayber Crow: The Life Story of Jayber Crow, Barber, of the Port William Membership, as 
Written by Himself.  Berkley, CA: Counterpoint. !
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Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:00 AM 

9:30 
10:45 
11:50

Prayer Service 
Sunday School 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

July at Dayspring
4 Fri. Independence Day. Church office closed.

6 Sun. Andy Thomas preaching.

6-13 Sun-
Sun.

Teens to Passport camp in Danville, VA.

13 Sun. Andy Thomas preaching.

20 Sun. Chris Fillingham returns! Burt Burleson preaching. !
All-church lunch. !
Quarterly business meeting. !
Manna Summer Fun Day, 11:45-8:30 PM.

July Birthdays !
1   John Hussung 
1   John Johnston 
2   Zaydn Williams 
5   Leslie L’Hommedieu 
9   Erica Williams 
17 Marylee Baygents 
18 Katelyn Hartig 
18 Rich Lusk 
20 Jacob Dofing 
22 Mary Lea Eck 
23 Sean Ward 
24 Anne Allgood 
27 Cecelia Norris 

Sunday Lunch &  
Welcome Back! !

July 20 !
Be sure to sign up for our Sunday all-church 
lunch on July 20 when we will welcome Pastor 
Chris Fillingham on the completion of his 
sabbatical. Lunch will be followed by a short 
business meeting. !!

Wednesday Lunches !
We are taking a short summer hiatus with the 
Wednesday Lectionary Lunches and will resume 
in mid-August.

Our Averages in June: 
Sunday Worship  83 
Sunday School   23 
Camp Connect   8 !

Smile! 
But be Quick! !

Time is running out! If you haven’t had 
your picture taken for the church 
directory yet, we need you! !
Please contact the church office to 
arrange a time to have your picture 
taken or to provide your own. 

Summer Manna Fun Day! !
Sunday, July 20!
11:45 AM - 8:30 PM!!
Come join all your Manna friends for a day full of fun, 
food, and faith.  We’ll play water games, learn about our 
faith, have a campfire, and spend time hanging out with 
each other.!!
All kids going into 2nd-6th grade are welcome. Bring a 
friend, too! Dress comfortably and bring a change of clothes.!!
Talk to Hannah Allee (314-640-2045, alleehm@gmail.com) for more info.

MISSION: POSSIBLE 4!
A day-long mission effort in our community!!!

Saturday, September 27!
!

Make plans now to spend the day serving 
and loving others.!

mailto:alleehm@gmail.com
mailto:alleehm@gmail.com


!
Highlights from the June Leadership Team Meeting 

During the June meeting, the Leadership team worked hard to finalize the list of Ministry Teams in preparation for the 
signup period to begin in August. The Leadership Team will not meet in July; necessary business will be conducted via 
email. 

Family Choir 
June 15 !

29 people,  
12 families! !

Barths, Crows, 
Hayes/Maxeys, 

Harmons,  Hartigs, 
Hussungs, Lusks, 
Misseys, Norrises, 
Smiths, Sullivans 

Our Youth Head to Camp !
Please pray for our youth and adults as they travel and 
attend camp this month.!!
July 7-13, Passport Camp!
Averett University at Danville, VA!!
! Matthew Lorberg! Andrea Missey!
! Michael Lorberg!! Chris Fillingham!
! Jakob Robinson!
! Mara Crow!
! Ella Missey!
! Rachel Missey!

Our energetic 
children and tired 
chaperones at 
Camp Connect in 
June.



!!!
Communion Mission Offering!

Our July Communion Mission Offering supports Cooperative Baptist Heartland for mission work nationally and in Missouri.  
Please make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for “CBF Heartland.” You may give all month. !

Circle of Concern!
Food Drive: Summer months means no free school lunches, so the need for food is greater at this time. Let’s remember 
those children when we go to the grocery store. Please include Circle of Concern on your shopping list and bring those 
items to our bin in the Narthex for their food pantry.  !!
Back to School: Summer months also mean that Circle’s Back to School event is near. Please help give children a good 
start to the school year with your donation of school supplies. Bring your donations to Dayspring all throughout July and 
we will deliver them to Circle at the beginning of August. !
! Sturdy backpacks! ! ! Highlighters! ! ! ! Wood rulers!
! Folders, spiral notebooks! ! #2 pencils! ! ! ! Scientific calculators!
! 3-ring binders, filler paper! ! Colored pencils!! ! ! Flash drives!
! Pencil boxes! ! ! ! Glue sticks, bottled glue!! ! 3x5 index cards!
! Washable markers! ! ! Post-it notes! ! ! ! Fiskar scissors!

Mission and Outreach!

 Children’s Sermon on June 29: 
!

Christ be with me, Christ within me. 
Christ behind me, Christ before me. 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me. 
Christ to comfort and restore me. 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me. 
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger. 
Christ in hearts of all that love me. 
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. !
                          ~The Prayer of St. Patrick 

With Thanks !
From L’Arche St. Louis: Thank you for your generous gift of $878. We are very grateful for your donation and for your 
support of the mission of L’Arche. We are blessed by your generosity. Please know we hold all our friends and supporters in 
prayer. Signed Chip, Andy, Janet, Marie, Pauline, Maria, Justin, Embery. !
From the Dayspring children and youth: Due to your tremendous generosity at our three fundraisers (Pancake Lunch, 
Variety Show & Dessert Auction, and Car Wash), we raised almost $2200 to help all of us with our expenses for summer 
camp. THANK YOU!  Signed Cecelia, Autumn, Joy, Eliza Jane, Ben, Matthew, Michael, Jakob, Mara, Ella, and Rachel.

Family News !
Joanne Cuddeback’s mother, Elaine Churchill Paden, died on Monday, June 30, in California. Our prayers are with Joanne, 
Kim, Valerie, and the rest of the family. !
Eric Williams has published a new book!  Edric, the Hatchling Gryphon. It is now available from Amazon or Barnes and Noble  
in both Kindle and Nook eBook formats. Find out more at www.smartlivingguy.com. !
John Hussung and his band, Acoustics Anonymous, are spending six weeks on tour from Vermont to Colorado (and are 
extremely grateful to Mat Hartig for the loan of the trailer!!). Follow them on Facebook.

http://www.smartlivingguy.com
http://www.smartlivingguy.com


DAYSPRING  BAPTIST  CHURCH  
1001  MUNICIPAL  CENTER  DRIVE 
Town  &  County,  MO  63131 

 
CLASS  STARTS  TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2ND 
CLASS  ENDS  TUESDAY,    NOVEMBER  18TH   

6:30PM—9:00PM 
 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT  US  AT  

314-962-4670  OR  VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE  AT  

www.namistl.org/family-to-family.html 

 

ABOUT  THE  NAMI  FAMILY-TO-FAMILY  EDUCATION  PROGRAM 
 
NAMI  Family-to-Family  is  an  educa onal  course  for  family,  caregivers  and  friends  of  adults  living  with  mental  illness.   
 
What  you  should  expect:     
 Classes  meet  for  twelve  sessions,  2.5  hours  each,  free  of  cost. 
 Classes  are  designed  for  loved  ones  (over  age  18)  of  individuals  with  mental  illness. 
 Classes  are  taught  by  trained  family  members  of  individuals  living  with  mental  illness.   
 You  will  be  provided  with  cri cal  informa on  and  strategies  related  to  caregiving.   
 Classes  incorporate  presenta ons,  discussions  and  interac ve  exercises.   

 Designated  an  Evidence  Based  Prac ce  in  2013  by  SAMHSA. 

Why  you  should  a end,  you  will  receive: 
 Up-to-date  informa on  on  a  range  of  mental  illnesses,  including  co-occurring  illnesses  and  substance  use  disorders. 
 Impact  of  mental  illness  on  the  brain.   
 Current  research  on  treatments  including  medica on,  side-effects  and  evidence-based  therapies. 
Training  in  preparedness  and  emo onal  resiliency: 
 Skills  related  to  managing  crises,  solving  problems  and  communica ng  effec vely. 
 Strategies  for  self-care  including  management  of  stress  and  emo onal  overload. 
 Guidance  on  loca ng  appropriate  local  supports  and  services.   
 

To  register  go  to  www.namistl.org/nami-basics.html  or  call  us  at  314-962-4670. 

Go  to  www.namistl.org  for  addi onal  dates  and  loca ons.    
NAMI  St.  Louis 

1750  South  Brentwood  Blvd,    Suite  511 
St.  Louis,  MO  63144           

www.namistl.org          314-962-4670 



!
Dayspring Baptist Church 

!
Who Are We? !
Mission Statement 

As followers of Jesus Christ, open in heart and mind, we 
are committed to worship and witness, fellowship and 

service,education and faith exploration.
!
Vision Statement 

We strive to love God with all of our heart, mind, soul, and 
strength--to know God through Christ’s live, teaching and 
enduring presence and through the grace of the Spirit to 

love our neighbors as ourselves.
!
Core Values 

As a congregation, we are nurturing, prayerful, diverse, and 
hopeful.
!

Adopted April 15, 2010

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO  63131 

!
Your Church Staff:!

Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor!
Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor!
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister!
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist!
Joan Barth, Administrative Assistant!
Hannah Allee, Manna Director!
Andy Thomas, Pastoral Associate!

Your Leadership Team:!
Nina Roberts, President/Moderator!
Ellie Vargo!
Steve Lorberg!
Terry Crow!
Cathy Hartig!

How to Reach Us:!
Phone:! 314-432-1960!
FAX:! 314-432-5732!
Email:! dayspringstl@gmail.com!
Website:! dayspringstl.com!

   !
     !
   !!!

Like us on Facebook !!
Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung
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