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Following Jesus to the Cross!! !

by Chris Fillingham !
 If I were standing in a room full of people and simply said, “Stations of the Cross,” most would immediately think, 
“Roman Catholic.” A smaller portion of the room would know that they are depictions of Jesus’ last hours, and maybe only 
one or two people would know how stations have been used and misused in Church history.    

 Throughout Christian history, making a pilgrimage has been an important spiritual practice.  It is a way of preserving 
the memory of people, places, and events of significance to the people of God. While there are many significant destinations 
for people on a spiritual journey, the destination that has most captured pilgrims’ imaginations has always been the Holy 
Land. There are many important sites for pilgrims in the Holy Land, but the most meaningful have always been those 
associated with Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection. Since the earliest centuries of the church, pilgrims have walked the Via 
Crucis (the Way of the Cross), also called the Via Dolorosa (the Way of Sorrows). They retrace the final steps of Christ from 
his arrest, to his trial, to his crucifixion, to his burial.  

 Of course, most Christians have been unable to make such a significant trip. Over time a tradition of recreating the 
Via Crucis in churches emerged.  Some were built along outdoor paths, while others were recreated within the walls of 
churches.  The number of stations also changed over time.  But by the late 1600s, nearly all European churches had a series 
of fourteen stations placed around the perimeter of the sanctuary with a piece of art depicting the individual scenes 
associated with the Passion. Meditating on the stations became one of the most common spiritual practices in Christian 
devotion. 

 Leading up to the Protestant Reformation, this practice became corrupted by its association with indulgences… a 
kind of “get-off-the-hook-for-everything-I-want-to-do-Saturday-night” pre-paid card. As a result, the Reformers left it behind. 
And so, the Stations of the Cross were lost to most Protestants for several hundred years. 

 In recent decades that has begun to change. More and more Christians of all 
traditions (including Baptists) have begun rediscovering this ancient practice as a 
meaningful way to re-encounter the gospel narrative and to heed Jesus’ call to “take up 
your cross and follow Me.” During this Lenten season we are going to join this growing 
movement of Protestants. Fourteen stations based on the biblical text will be posted in 
our Narthex and Sanctuary. Each has a painting depicting a particular event from the 
Passion along with a scriptural passage for meditation.  

! There are a number of ways you’ll be invited to encounter these stations. Each 
Sunday of Lent, we will be gradually moving through the stations both through the 
choral anthems as well as the sermons. Each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. I will be leading 
a prayerful meditation through the stations. I hope that you will step out of your comfort 
zone and make an attempt to come to at least one of these Wednesday evenings. You 
may also find it deeply transformative to walk the stations each week during Lent. If you 
are unable to walk the stations on Wednesday evenings, there will also be information 
available for a self-guided “pilgrimage” that you are welcome to make any time the 
church doors or office is open.!
 It’s my hope that these Stations of the Cross will deepen our experience of Lent 
and guide us more fully into the way of Christ: the way of the cross, the via crucis. 

 Embracing the Journey, 

 ~Chris 



It’s Planting Time! !
Community Garden beds are now available to 
members and neighbors for planting in mid-April 
for an annual fee of $25. 

Our Averages in February: 
Sunday Worship  87 
Sunday School   42 
Wednesday Bible Study  9 
Youth Group   11 
Manna    9 !

Food for Thought !
Men’s Breakfast: 
The men of Dayspring and Second Baptist 
Churches meet monthly for a tasty breakfast and 
warm fellowship.  Join them Saturday, March 15, 
7:30 AM, at Dayspring Baptist. !
All-Church Lunch:   
Our All-Church Lunch on March 9 is a Pancake 
Fundraiser for our children and youth who will be 
attending camp this summer. Please be sure to 
make a reservation with the church office to help 
them plan accordingly. !
Wednesday Lectionary Lunch:   
We meet in Anniversary Hall; potluck lunch is at 
noon, with Bible study on the week’s lectionary 
from 12:45-1:30.  !

Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:00 AM 

9:30 
10:45 
11:50

Prayer Service 
Growth Groups 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays Noon 
6:00 PM 
7:00 PM

Lunch & Bible Study, Anniversary Hall. 
Stations of the Cross, 6 PM, Narthex. 
Adult Choir Rehearsal in sanctuary.

!
Please Note!!!  

!
The Benefit Concert 

Featuring !
GENE DOBBS BRADFORD  

AND THE BLUES INQUISITION !
has been POSTPONED. 

!
It has been tentatively rescheduled for March 30. 

March Birthdays !
1   Orpha Johnson 16 Tommie Cole 
3   Terry Crow  16 Cole Allee 
5   Tiffany Murphy 23 Janet Deuel 
6   Kaylin Dofing 23 Jim Dofing 
12 Ashley Homsher 29 Emily Dofing 
15 Ben Crow  30 Eric Williams 

March at Dayspring
2 Sun. Benefit concert by Gene Dobbs Bradford and the 

Blues Inquisition is POSTPONED!!

4 Tues. White Cross, 10 AM.

5 Wed. Ash Wednesday services: 7:30 AM, Noon, 6:00 PM.

6-7 Th-Fri Women’s Global Event Summit, 3rd. Baptist.

8 Sat. ABC Area V Annual Meeting, Pleasant Grove 
Baptist Church, St. Louis.

9 Sun. Pancake Lunch fundraiser for Campers, Noon. 
Manna and Youth Group, 5-7 PM.

11 Tues. Leadership Team, 7 PM.

12 Wed. Guided Meditation on Stations, 6 PM, Narthex.

15 Sat. Men’s Breakfast, 7:30 AM, Dayspring Baptist.

18 Tues. White Cross, 10 AM.

19 Wed. Guided Meditation on Stations, 6 PM, Narthex.

23 Sun. Manna and Youth Group, 5-7 PM.

26 Wed. Guided Meditation on Stations, 6 PM, Narthex.

Eat Some Cakes and  
Share Some Dough 

Sunday, March 9, Noon  !!!!!
Please join the teenagers and children 
of Dayspring for our Pancake Lunch 
fundraiser on Sunday, March 9. Any 
and all donations will be accepted and 
all profits will help offset the cost for 
summer camp.!



Family News !
Catherine Holman, longtime member of our congregation and retired school teacher, died on Jan. 19 at the age of 89. Her 
sister, Jane, still lives at Laclede Grove and you may write her at 723 S. Laclede Station Road, St. Louis, MO 63119. !
Lois Brackman, a long-ago member and secretary of Delmar Baptist Church, died on Jan. 7 at her home at Bethesda 
Dilworth. Bob and Carolyn Harmon remember her as a child and young woman during the pastorates of Dr. Dahlberg and Mr. 
Dutton. !
Will Allgood, son of former member Margaret Lundgren, writes:   

“My mother, who passed away last year, was a member of Delmar Baptist Church for many years. I think some of your 
congregation—her friends—might be interested in this book of her writings and short stories. These are her memories 
of her parents and her childhood that I compiled into this book after her death. This book is my way of honoring my 
mother and her desire to give back to those in need and all proceeds go to a Christian charity my mother was involved 
in—Stephen Ministries of St. Louis.”  

You may purchase Margaret’s book at amazon.com:  “The Blue Enameled Pitcher: The True Life Story of Annie and Albert 
Watson with Original Short Stories,” by Margaret Moss Watson Lundgren. Will has provided us with a browsing copy that we 
have placed in the Narthex.

!
Observing                 Together 

!
!

Ash Wednesday Services 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 5th. Join us for one of our Ash Wednesday services at !

7:30 AM, Noon, or 6:00 PM. Services will be held in the Delmar House living room.!!
A Pilgrimage through the Stations of the Cross 

Each Wednesday in Lent we will have a guided pilgrimage through the Stations of the Cross. !
Join us in the Narthex and Sanctuary from 6:00-6:30 PM for this prayerful meditation.!!

A 40-Day Lenten Journey with Gerard Manley Hopkins 
In this special Sunday School class led by Chuck Hussung, we will allow Hopkins’ 19th-century writing !

to spur our own 21st-century reflections. More a community than a class, those who !
engage with these poems during the week will meet together on Sunday mornings to share our own insights. !
Please order a copy of “40-Day Journey with Gerard Manley Hopkins,” ed. McAloon, Augsburg Books, 2009.!

Join us Sundays at 9:30 AM in Anniversary Hall, beginning March 9.!!
Stations of the Cross: Sermon and Choral Series 

In worship we’ll be following the Via Crucis, or Way of the Cross.  !
Together we’ll face our darkness as we journey toward the cross and prepare for resurrection.!!

The choir will be presenting anthems throughout Lent from !
“Return to Me: A Choral Service based on the Stations of the Cross.” !

They will sing the complete choral service on Good Friday.!!
Lenton Devotional Guides 

Our Lenten Devotional Guides are written by Dr. Terry York (Professor of Christian Ministry and Church Music at !
Baylor University’s Truett Theological Seminary), who also wrote the text for the choral service. !

It serves as a companion to the sermon and choral series.



!!!
Communion Mission Offering!

Our March Communion Mission Offering is designated for the America for Christ Offering 
2014, sponsored by the American Baptist Home Missions Society. Your donation blesses 
Christian centers providing after-school tutoring, newly released prisoners struggling for better 
lives, pastors seeking continuing education, community food pantries feeding the hungry, and 
much more. Make your check out to Dayspring Baptist Church, designated for America for Christ.  
You may give all month. !
West Virginia Mission Trip: August 4-8!

Please take a moment to consider joining our annual family mission trip to the mountains of West Virginia !
this year. Contact Marsha Hussung or Mat Hartig for details.!!

Circle of Concern!
Food Drive:  Bring any of the suggested items below in a paper grocery bag and leave in the Narthex.  NO GLASS!  
Remember that it is easier for Circle if you bring many of the same item rather than a bag full of different things.!
! Canned meat and fish! ! Canned tomatoes! ! Laundry detergent!
! Pasta sauce! ! ! Dry pasta!
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

White Cross!
The ladies of White Cross will meet for hands-on mission work on Tuesday, March 4 and 18, at 10 AM, Anniversary Hall.!

Opportunities for Mission and Outreach!

       CIRCLE OF CONCERN 
                      OUR COMMUNITY’S FOOD PANTRY !

by Nina Roberts, Missions Liaison 

The Circle of Concern food pantry, located in Valley Park, began with a group of concerned congregations in the 1960’s to 
speak to poverty in western St. Louis County. It has grown to having an Executive Director, Pantry Director and Program 
Director.  In 2009 they moved into their new facility where they presently are located. For the most part Circle of Concern 
is run by volunteers. In December of 2005 volunteers gave 2,572 hours of service.  Recently Midwest Equipment 
Company donated a cargo van for picking up food from area stores and food drives. 

November and December are Circle’s busiest months. 543 families received turkeys, veggies, canned goods and pies for 
Thanksgiving. 248 families were adopted by individuals, companies and groups and 665 children received toys, books 
and gifts for Christmas. In addition 3,759 bags of food were given to clients and 29 families received financial assistance 
in December. Their present needs for March are: canned fish and meat, pasta sauce, dry pasta, canned tomatoes and 
laundry detergent 

Thank you to the faithful of Dayspring who have given and continue to donate food and items to the bin in the narthex, 
which in turn is taken by our volunteers to the Circle of Concern facility. A special thanks to Lee Baygents for her many 
trips to deliver to Circle .   

Missions and Women!!
Global Women, a national advocacy group for women throughout the world, will hold its annual summit in St. Louis at Third 
Baptist Church on March 6-8. This year the conference corresponds with International Women's Day. Check out their 
website for more information and a registration form.  www.GlobalWomenGo.org!!
Spring Rally of American Baptist Women Area V is being held March 29 at Upper Alton Baptist Church. Terrell Carter will 
be giving his memories of his “Journey to Burma.” Registration is at 9:30 AM, and the program will be at 10:00.



!
Dayspring Baptist Church 

!
Who Are We? !
Mission Statement 

As followers of Jesus Christ, open in heart and mind, we 
are committed to worship and witness, fellowship and 

service,education and faith exploration.
!
Vision Statement 

We strive to love God with all of our heart, mind, soul, and 
strength--to know God through Christ’s live, teaching and 
enduring presence and through the grace of the Spirit to 

love our neighbors as ourselves.
!
Core Values 

As a congregation, we are nurturing, prayerful, diverse, and 
hopeful.
!

Adopted April 15, 2010

Dayspring Baptist Church 
1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO  63131 
  

!
Your Church Staff:!

Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor!
Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor!
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister!
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist!
Joan Barth, Administrative Assistant!
Hannah Allee, Manna Director!
Andy Thomas, Pastoral Associate!

Your Leadership Team:!
Tiffany Murphy, President/Moderator!
Ellie Vargo, Vice-President!
Chuck Ackerson!
Steve Lorberg!
Nina Roberts!

How to Reach Us:!
Phone:! 314-432-1960!
FAX:! 314-432-5732!
Email:! dayspringstl@gmail.com!
Website:! dayspringstl.com!

   !
     !
   !!!

Like us on Facebook !!
Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung


