
!
A Narrative Lectionary!

by Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor !
Can you tell me who came first, Ruth or Esther? How about Joseph or Judah? Or Jeremiah vs. Jonah? Do you know how 
Pentecost and Babel are connected? What about the Exodus and the Cross? What does the Exile have to do with the 
Garden of Eden or with Revelation? !
OK, OK, let’s just look at Jesus for a minute. Did Jesus’ baptism happen before or after he was tempted in the wilderness? 
Did you know that Jesus preaches 5 major sermons in Matthew? How are they connected with the Law of Moses? Did 
Jesus feed the five thousand at the end of the Sermon on the Mount, or was that a different time? !
No, I’m not just trying to play bible trivia here. There is a deeper question I’m trying to get at. Anyone who has spent years 
going to church knows countless stories from the bible, but do you know how one story connects to the other? Have you 
learned to recognize the overarching narrative, or does the bible seem more like a collection of moral stories? !
I’d guess that for many of us, it’s the latter. We read a story about Abraham or David or Peter and try to find “the point,” the 
“moral of the story.” But that’s not how the bible works.  !
If we’re going to be a people shaped by a biblical imagination, a biblical framework for understanding our lives, then we 
have to begin to see all these individual stories as interconnected. The deeper truths playing out in the pages of scripture 
have less to do with “the point” of one story, and more to do with how that story pushes against or carries forward the 
overarching biblical narrative, or “Meta-narrative” as it is sometimes called. About 4 years ago, a group of professors and 
pastors got together to address this concern by creating the Narrative Lectionary. !
As some of you know, much of our worship is shaped by the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL for short), a 3-year cycle 
of readings from the bible used by churches of many traditions. There is much that I love about using the RCL, but for the 
last few years I have been curious about the Narrative Lectionary. So, while on Sabbatical this year, I went to a workshop 
to learn more about it.  Here’s a few highlights of what I discovered: !

• It is a 4-year cycle that runs the Sundays from September through May.  Each year the texts follow the sweep of the 
biblical story, from Creation through the early Christian church. 

• The texts include the major episodes in Scripture. Unlike the RCL, they are arranged in a narrative sequence to help 
people see Scripture as a story that has coherence and a dynamic movement. 

• Each year, from September to mid-December the preaching texts begin with the early chapters of Genesis, move 
through the stories of Israel’s early history, the exodus, the kings, prophets, exile, and return. 

• From Christmas to Easter there is sustained reading of one of the four gospels. 
• From Easter to Pentecost the texts are chosen from Acts and Paul’s letters. !

This year we’re going to give this new lectionary a try and see where it takes us. We’ll begin with the story of the Flood in 
early Genesis and gradually work our way through the Old Testament. By the time Advent begins we’ll hear the prophetic 
voices pointing to the coming Messiah. At Christmastide, we’ll start at the beginning of Matthew and stay in this one 
gospel through Lent and Easter. Then we’ll move into Acts and onto one of the Epistles.  !
So, as you worship with us this year, come with a new kind of curiosity. Try to find the connections. Listen for the story 
with all its twists, turns, heartaches and joys. It’s my hope that this will not only provoke new and deeper questions, but 
will help us to find the deep story that our lives are part of.  !
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Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:00 AM 

9:30 
10:45 
11:50

Prayer Service 
Sunday School 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays Noon 
7:00 PM

Lectionary Lunch, Anniversary Hall 
Adult Choir Practice, Sanctuary

September at Dayspring
3 Wed. Lectionary Lunch bible study and potluck, noon.

6 Sat. Bosnian Food Pantry work day, 9 AM-noon.

7 Sun. All-Church Retreat, Drace Park 4-7 PM.

9 Tues. MOPS [Mothers of PreSchoolers, see p. 4], 
9:30-11:30 AM. !
Leadership Team, 7 PM.

14 Sun. Manna and Youth, 5-7 PM.

16 Tues. Women’s Mission Council, 10 AM.

20 Sat. Men’s Breakfast, 7:30 AM, Second Baptist 
Church. !
Mission: Possible, 8 AM-1:30 PM (see p. 2)

23 Tues. MOPS [Mothers of PreSchoolers, see p. 4], 
9:30-11:30 AM.

28 Sun. Manna and youth, 5-7 PM.

30 Tues. Women’s Mission Council, 10 AM.

September Birthdays !
1""""Joe"Brent"
1""""Tim"Meckfessel"
2""""Trisha"Crow"
4""""Ben"Lusk"
6""""Hannah"Allee"
6""""Gail"Stewart"
13""Jane"Montani"
16""Tilahun"Murphy"
20""Hannah"MinchowDProfFitt"
24""Gloria"Netherton"
27""Jeff"Allee"
29""Leslie"Munger

Lectionary Lunches Resume 
Wednesdays, Noon-1:30 !!

Join us at noon each Wednesday for a tasty 
shared potluck lunch, followed by a lectionary-
based bible study looking ahead to the following 
Sunday text.  We are finished by 1:30. 
All are welcome! 

Our Averages in August: 
Sunday Worship  91 
Sunday School   30 
Supper Clubs   16
     

MISSION: POSSIBLE 4!
A day-long mission effort in our community!!!

Saturday, September 20!!
 8:00 AM  Gather for breakfast and commissioning for our mission 

activities of the day.  We will then break up into teams and work 
at several different locations in the area.   !

1:00 PM  Return to the church for sharing and a lunch together.  !
 Remember, Mission: Possible provides a place for service for all ages 

and skills.  We even have a place for your friend or neighbor to 
serve. !

Mission sites include Kingdom House, Dayspring Kitchen and Ground 
Crew,  Isaiah 58 Ministries, Third Baptist Church Food Pantry, 
Gateway 180, and the Dayspring Visitation Team.  Look for mission 
site descriptions and sign-ups in the church narthex. !
Join us as we serve our community. 

!
The Dayspring Choir is back in the saddle 
again after our summer constitutional and 
renewal. You, too, can ride with us if you’d 
like. We rehearse every Wednesday night 
from 7-8 in the sanctuary.!!
Talk to Marsha Hussung if you’re interested. 
We start fall rehearsals on September 3. 
Come and join the caravan!



Dante’s Paradiso!
Sept. 14-Nov. 23! !
For those who journeyed down the funnel of Hell 
and up the spiraling mountain of Purgatory, now 
comes your chance to finish the journey up through 
the heavenly spheres. If you haven’t been with us 
for the first two canticles of Dante’s Divine Comedy, 
you are still welcome to join us as Beatrice 
introduces Dante to the 
joyful citizens of 
Heaven in the 
Paradiso.  !
Meet in the chapel of 
the Delmar House 
promptly at 9:30 
beginning Sept. 14. !
Chuck Hussung will  
lead the class using the 
translation by Durling 
and Martinez. !

All-Church Retreat  
Game Day and Potluck Extravaganza 

Sunday, Sept. 7 
4-7 PM, Drace Park in Town & Country !

This year’s all-church retreat picnic will be Sunday, September 7, 
from 4-7 p.m, at Drace Park (SE corner of Clayton Rd. and I-270) 
in Town & Country. In addition to enjoying the park and sharing a 
potluck meal, we’ll spend time playing together and talking about 
our church. The Retreat is for all ages.  !
Bring your lawn chair, yard games or table games, and a dish to share.  We hope you will join us!

Adult Sunday School, 9:30 AM!
Blue Room Bible Study!!
Join us in the Blue Room in Delmar House for a lively 
conversation-based bible study.  We are working our 
way through the New Testament, and right now we 
are studying Ephesians.  Sometimes the 
conversation wanders far from the text, but our hope 
is that God is shaping our hearts and our lives 
through the study. John Boley and Trisha Crow lead 
the discussion. !
Wrestling at Dayspring!!
Each Sunday there is wrestling at Dayspring! In Bible 
Study Class we wrestle with the scriptures.  What is 
even more important, we allow the scriptures to 
wrestle with us.  They challenge our preconceptions, 
our priorities, our motives, and our beliefs.  Can you 
defend what you believe?  Do you know what you 
believe?  Do you know what the scriptures say? Join 
us in the Music Room at 9:30 each Sunday and 
search the scriptures.  Let them struggle with your 
spirit and strengthen your faith.  The Bible study 
class is led by Fred Wear.

A Legend Is Retiring! 
!
Joan Barth has given notice that she’s retiring as Dayspring’s administrative 
assistant, effective September 30. Her sweet nature, helpfulness, 
administrative skills and active participation in every part of our church life 
have contributed so much to our common Delmar/Dayspring experience over 
the last 13 years! The Dayspring Leadership Team, on behalf of the 
congregation of Dayspring, expresses heartfelt thanks for Joan’s service and 
unfailing grace under pressure in such a challenging and vital role. !
Best wishes as you take on new challenges and goals, Joan! !



!!!
Communion Mission Offering!

Our September Communion Mission Offering is designated to support our Mission: Possible4 day of community 
outreach. Please make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for “Mission Possible.” You may give all month. !

Bosnian Food Pantry!
Volunteers from Dayspring will be helping at the Bosnian Food Pantry on Saturday, September 6. Please meet at Jubilee 
Church, 4228 S. Kingshighway, at 9:00 AM. See Nina Roberts for details. !

Circle of Concern!
Food Drive: Please include Circle of Concern on your shopping list and bring those items to our bin in the Narthex for 
their food pantry.  Remember: no glass containers, and lots of one thing is easier for Circle to sort as it comes in.!!

Non-expired food items such as canned goods, box cereal, bottled juice or boxed dinners. !
Personal care items such as toothpaste, tooth brushes, shampoo & conditioner.!

General items such as pet food, laundry detergent and diapers.!!!

Mission and Outreach!

Family News !
Andy Thomas is engaged! His fiance, Allissa Spelde, is from Indiana and is a Purdue graduate. She is currently 
working as a counselor at Oakville Middle School. Rumor has it the wedding will be this December.

We are beginning a new ministry this fall! MOPS (Mothers of 
Preschoolers) is an international non-profit organization seeking to 
encourage and equip moms of young children to realize their potential as 
mothers, women, and leaders in relationship with Jesus. !
Jessi Fillingham has volunteered to lead a group at Dayspring beginning 
this month. Our MOPS group will meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the 
month from 9:30-11:30 a.m. throughout the school year. All moms are 
welcome, so please invite anyone who could benefit from this ministry! 
See Jessi or email her at jfillingham@gmail.com for more details. !
We are also looking for childcare workers who could come on either a 
regular or as-needed basis. If you would enjoy spending a few hours each 
month playing with cute kids, please contact Jessi ASAP!

2nd and 4th Mondays 
9:30-11:30 AM

Attention Manna and Youth (and parents)!   !
Mark these meeting dates on your calendar for the fall semester. We meet from 5-7 PM: !

September 14 and 28 
October 12 and 26 
November 9 and 23 

December 14 !
Manna is our church ministry for 2nd through 5th grade students. Children play games, do art projects, 
participate in community service projects and learn about the bible as they grow together. !
Youth Group is for all our youth from 6th grade up. 



Back-to-School Splash!!  
30 kids, 
youth, and 
parents, plus 
an 80-foot 
water slide! 

Mission Trip to 
West Virginia



!
Dayspring Baptist Church 

!
Who Are We? !
Mission Statement 

As followers of Jesus Christ, open in heart and mind, we 
are committed to worship and witness, fellowship and 

service,education and faith exploration.
!
Vision Statement 

We strive to love God with all of our heart, mind, soul, and 
strength--to know God through Christ’s live, teaching and 
enduring presence and through the grace of the Spirit to 

love our neighbors as ourselves.
!
Core Values 

As a congregation, we are nurturing, prayerful, diverse, and 
hopeful.
!

Adopted April 15, 2010

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO  63131 

!
Your Church Staff:!

Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor!
Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor!
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister!
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist!
Joan Barth, Administrative Assistant!
Hannah Allee, Manna Director!
Andy Thomas, Pastoral Associate!

Your Leadership Team:!
Nina Roberts, President/Moderator!
Ellie Vargo!
Steve Lorberg!
Terry Crow!
Cathy Hartig!

How to Reach Us:!
Phone:! 314-432-1960!
FAX:! 314-432-5732!
Email:! dayspringstl@gmail.com!
Website:! dayspringstl.com!

   !
     !
   !!!

Like us on Facebook !!
Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung
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