
A Home for the Homeless One!
by Pastor Chris Fillingham!

!
 This advent, as we prepare to welcome Christ into our homes, we are remembering that he said we’d find 
him in some of the most surprising of places. And when we do, there’s a good chance we won’t recognize him 
because he has a way of showing up in the most unexpected faces.    !
 Of course, the gospels do leave us a few clues on how to find him.  Here’s what they tell us:  when he 
was about 2 or 3 years old, he and his mother, Mary, and father, Joseph, had to flee a violent dictator. This young 
Middle-Eastern family became refugees, fleeing their home, looking for the safety of a new home (Matt. 2:13-18). 
When Jesus was grown and teaching he described himself as the Homeless One, “Foxes have dens and the 
birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head” (Luke 9:58). In one of Jesus’ last parables 
before his crucifixion he said that when we feed the hungry, give a drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, 
clothe the naked, visit the prisoner, we are doing those things to him (Matt. 25:31-46). !
 So, if we want to make room for the coming of the Christ child, then it might just mean we have to make 
room in our lives for the homeless in our midst, because there’s a pretty good chance that’s where we’ll find him. 
That’s not an easy task, I know. The truth is, we’re not going to solve homelessness this Christmas. But we can 
start to learn about the homeless, who they are, how they got there, and what their needs are.   !
 That’s exactly what we’re going to try to do. For the next three Sundays we’re going to have an all-adult 
Sunday School to help learn more about the complexities of homelessness. Sunday, December 6, we’ll have 
some folks from Gateway 180 leading that Sunday School and then sharing in worship. The following week, 
December 13, Hannah Allee will be talking about education and homelessness. And finally on the 20th, Mat Hartig 
will be talking about the issues surrounding affordable housing. !
 We can also try to help the homeless, and we’re going to try to do that with our benefit Holiday Event, 
“Home for the Holidays” on Dec 6. We’re going to be supporting the work of Gateway 180 by inviting people in 
our community to come and learn more about their work as well as take up a collection for them. !
 Even more than all that, I hope that we can shift from seeing the homeless as a statistic or a “problem to 
be solved” to real people, to families and individuals with hopes and dreams and wounds… who want the same 
thing in life you and I want.  !
 And maybe, maybe if we start to see the homeless as 
real people, some new calling, some dream will be born in us. 
And we’ll be able to look them in the eyes and try to offer them 
the love of Christ in a more profound way. Who knows, if we 
do that, we just may be surprised to find that their eyes, not 
ours, are the eyes of Christ. This Christmas, we may just 
get to see Jesus.  !
With deep hope, 
~Chris 
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Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 

9:30 
10:15 
10:45 
Noon

Prayer Service 
Sunday School 
Choir warm-up 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays Noon 
7:00 p.m.

Lectionary Lunch, Anniversary Hall 
Adult choir rehearsal, sanctuary

December at Dayspring
5 Sat. Women’s Christmas Tea, 2-4 p.m. at the home 

of Nancy Thompson.

6 Sun. “Home for the Holidays” Evening of Merriment, 
6:30 p.m.

8 Tues. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers), 9:30 a.m.

13 Sun. Manna and Youth, 5-7 p.m.

15 Tues. Leadership Team, 7 p.m.

19 Sat. NO Men’s Breakfast in December.

20 Sun. All-Church Christmas lunch, noon.

22 Tues. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers), 9:30 a.m.

23 Wed. NO Lectionary Lunch or Choir rehearsal.

24 Thurs. Christmas Eve service of Carols and 
Candlelight, 6:30 p.m.

25 Fri. Christmas Day, church office closed.

30 Wed. NO Lectionary Lunch or Choir rehearsal.

December Birthdays !
1    Michael Lorberg 
6    Zak Minchow-Proffitt 
8    Nancy Norath 
9    Dean Stewart 
10  Cathy Hartig 
19  Terry Minchow-Proffitt 
21  Mara Crow 
25  Elijah Fillingham 
27  Amy Lusk 

Our Averages in November: !
Sunday Worship  84 
Sunday School  11 
Wednesday lunch  17 !!

Christmas Dinner !
Our all-church Christmas dinner will be Sunday, 
Dec. 20. Please make reservations to help us 
prepare enough food.!!

Mission Offering Report !
Each month we collect a special mission 
offering to help a special cause. Here are the 
totals from our last several months:!!

July, Rebuild the Churches—$645!
August, The Covering House—$502!
September, Mission: Possible—$495!
October, ABC/CBF global missions—$370!!

Lectionary Lunches  
Wednesdays, Noon-1:30 !

Join us at noon each Wednesday for a tasty 
shared potluck lunch, followed by a lectionary-
based Bible study looking ahead to the following 
Sunday text.  We are finished by 1:30. All are 
welcome! !
Please note there will be no Lectionary Lunches 
on Dec. 23 and 30. !

New Year’s Breakfast !
Our annual New Year’s Breakfast (pancakes, 
bacon, eggs, donuts, you name it!) will be on 
Sunday morning, Jan. 6, at 9:30. 

“Home for the Holidays” 
Evening of Merriment!!

featuring !

Bobby Norfolk, storyteller !
Fundraiser for Gateway 180!!

Dec. 6, 6:30 p.m.!!
Bobby Norfolk is an internationally known story performer and 
teaching artist, and three-time Emmy award winner and Parents’ 
Choice honoree. Invite your friends!!



December Activities !
Evening of Merriment: Home for the Holidays! 

Invite your friends to hear Emmy award-winning storyteller Bobby Norfolk on Sunday, Dec. 6, at 6:30. We will 
take a free-will offering for Gateway 180. !

Special Sunday School 
Join us for a congregational study on homelessness, Make a Home for the Homeless One, in Anniversary Hall 
at 9:30 on December 6 and 13.   

• December 6, Kathy Conners, the Director of Development for Gateway 180, will speak about the issues 
related to homelessness and the efforts of Gateway 180 in St. Louis.   

• December 13, Hannah Allee, Community Engagement Coordinator for Ready by 21 St. Louis, will 
discuss issues that families with children encounter.  

• December 20, Mat Hartig, CEO of Rubicon Corporation, will discuss his efforts to build affordable low-
income housing. !

Christmas Tea 
The Women’s Mission Council’s annual Christmas Tea will be on December 5, 2-4 p.m. at the home of Nancy 
and Bryant Thompson. A special Love Gift offering will be taken. All women and daughters are invited and 
guests are welcome. !

Sock Collection 
During Advent, we will collect socks for all ages for Gateway 180.  Please look for the bins in the narthex.

Youth Retreat !
What do Human Hungry, Hungry Hippo, chicken nuggets, pellet guns, and lots of 
laughter have to do with the Bible?  Our teenagers joined the youth from Kirkwood 
Baptist Church for a weekend of fun and study at Camp Mihaska in Bourbon, MO in 
November.  As the pictures attest, our kids had a blast.  However, we had more than 
just fun as we discussed how to embrace fear and faith.  Our study challenged kids to 
name their fears as well as find the similarities of fears of those in the Bible.  The 
teenagers left the retreat with the assurance of God's presence in the thick of their 
lives.  Oh, they were a little exhausted, too.

Prayer Retreat  
by John Boley !

I attended the Prayer Retreat Nov. 10-11 at Mercy Center with Margarette Ann and eight other Dayspring members. Quite frankly 
I did not have very high expectations, but for some time I have wanted renewal in my prayer life so decided to give it a try. The 
retreat was very helpful, gave me practical things to work on and pointed me in some directions that might stimulate growth.  
Terry Minchow-Proffitt presented  a very well thought-out, inspiring, motivating and, at the same time practical program.  And it 
was done with a spiritual overtone as opposed to a series of teaching points. !

Terry began by using the results of two personality questionnaires to 
help us understand that we each relate to God differently and will build 
that relationship most productively using one of four approaches to 
prayer.  We explored each of the four and I immediately found that in 
fact my type matched.  We also had a walk with nature (God’s creation) 
and spent time in prayer and contemplation at the labyrinth.  Terry led 
us through an experience of meditation which I found difficult but got 
some follow-up reading from him.  Another meaningful part of the 
program was learning more about each other as we shared prayer and 
faith experiences which helped me reflect on my faith life.   !
The Mercy Center is set on a wooded site with nice but somewhat 
austere facilities which speak to a retreat setting.  I am glad I went.  
Many thanks to Terry.   

Not pictured: Andrea Missey and Rich Lusk.



!! !!
Mission Offering!!

Our December Mission Offering is designated to support our homeless initiative and will go to Gateway 180, the largest 24-
hour emergency housing organization in Missouri.  It is a valuable resource for women, children and families experiencing 
the unimaginable burden of homelessness. Gateway 180 provides safe, nurturing emergency shelter and supportive 
housing services designed to empower adults and families to become independent and permanently housed.  !
Please make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for “Gateway 180.” You may give all month. !

Circle of Concern!!
Present needs (no glass, please; place in the bins in the narthex): canned meat and fish, peanut butter, dried beans, 
canned pasta, boxed dinners, mac and cheese, canned soup. !

White Cross!!
Anyone is invited to join the ladies of White Cross on Tuesday, Nov. 17, at 10 a.m. for hands-on work for international and 
local missions. We work on quilt blocks, roller bandages, and stuffing pillows for surgical patients at Missouri Baptist 
Hospital. John Barth will lead a bible study at 11. !

Missionary Visit!!
Chuck and Ruth Fox visited with our Wednesday Lectionary 
Lunch group on Wednesday, Nov. 10.  They minister to the Akha 
hill tribe people living in Northern Thailand, as well as with the 
Chiang Rai International Christian School (CRICS). Their ministry 
focuses on evangelism, pastoral care, education, leadership 
development and women’s ministries. Ruth works with CRICS as 
a teacher, as well as to the Akha women as a consultant to Akha 
craft programs.  They shared stories from their many years of 
ministry there as well as crafts created by the women of northern 
Thailand. !

Bring a Ball—Have a Ball!!!
The women of Third Baptist Church are reaching out to invite Dayspring and fellow ABC churches to a 
special White Cross event on Saturday morning, January 9th.  We will enjoy a light breakfast/brunch 
followed by time spent learning about White Cross.  There will be an opportunity for hands-on projects.  As 
part of the event attendees are asked to bring a new ball (any size) which will be sent to one of our ABC 
Home Missions. To car pool or RSVP please contact the church office or peggypittenger@sbcglobal.net.

Mission and Outreach!!

New Sunday School Class in January!!
Men and women have been engaging in spiritual practices for centuries in 
search of their “true selves.” We know all too well the false self that, as 
Paul said, leads us to do the things we hate and not to do the good we 
want to do. In recent decades the Enneagram has become known as 
another tool for helping us to discover who we truly are, both in personality 
and in spirit. !!
Jessi Fillingham will be leading a ten-week Sunday School class through 
the basics of the Enneagram with the help of Suzanne Stabile, an 
Enneagram master who will teach us each week through short videos. !!
Please join us on our journey to our best selves, beginning January 10th. 

mailto:peggypittenger@sbcglobal.net
mailto:peggypittenger@sbcglobal.net


Hanging of the Green 
First Sunday of Advent !

Hanging of the Green was a church-wide, all 
hands on deck service on Sunday morning this 

year. Lots of fun for all generations! !

Before

After

During



Mission Statement 
As followers of Jesus Christ, open in heart and 
mind, we are seeking God, practicing peace, 

creating community.
!
Vision Statement 

We strive to love God with all of our heart, mind, 
soul, and strength--to know God through Christ’s 
life, teaching and enduring presence and through 

the grace of the Spirit to love our neighbors as 
ourselves.
!

Core Values 
As a congregation, we are nurturing, prayerful, 

diverse, and hopeful.
!
Adopted April 15, 2010 

Revised 2015

!
Your Church Staff:!

Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor!
Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor!
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister!
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist!
Megan Roland, Administrative Assistant!
Hannah Allee, Manna Director!!

Your Leadership Team:!
Peggy Pittenger (Missions liaison)!
! President/Moderator!
Terry Crow (Hospitality liaison)!
Cathy Hartig (Worship liaison)!
Sarah-Kate Sullivan (Spiritual Formation liaison)!
John Boley (Stewardship liaison)!!

How to Reach Us:!
Phone:! 314-432-1960!
Email:! dayspringstl@gmail.com!
Website:! dayspringstl.com!

   !
     !
   !
Like us on Facebook !!
Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131
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