
Building Bridges!
by Pastor Chris Fillingham!

After our June Sunday lunch at Dayspring, we strapped the kids into our mini-van and headed off for Texas. The annual 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship meeting was in Dallas this year. It was the perfect opportunity to bring the whole family. While I 
went to denominational meetings and workshops, Jessi and the kids could catch up with our friends from seminary days.  !
Jessi took the first shift driving since I’m normally wiped out after Worship on Sunday. With the sounds of mischief in the back, 
and the words of Laura Ingalls Wilder’s On The Banks of Plum Creek playing through the car speakers, I leaned my head 
against the passenger window and closed my eyes.  !
Rather than falling asleep, I being thinking about a conversation I had with the staff that morning when we gathered before 
Sunday School. “What if we all just went there and worshiped with them?” I asked.  !
For the last several months we’ve been exploring ways to build a unique relationship with a sister American Baptist Church in 
the city. Gradually, we’ve narrowed that focus to Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church. Their pastor, Rev. Veronica 
Richardson, is the moderator of Area V and co-led communion with me during our meeting held at Dayspring back in March. 
She was also on the mission trip to Costa Rica with Peggy and Joel Pittenger last fall. Andrea and Peggy met with Pastor 
Veronica to begin mapping out how we might build a unique relationship with one another.  !
Out of that discussion came several ideas. They are going to join us in Mission: Possible this year. In September we will work 
side-by side as co-laborers in the gospel around St. Louis. We will also invite them to our bonfire in October. They are 
celebrating their 91st anniversary in August and have invited us to come celebrate with them. Andrea and Peggy were also going 
to worship with them on Sunday, July 12, and invite a few Dayspringers to join.  That’s when I asked, “What if we all just went on 
the 12th? What if we carpooled from Dayspring that morning and joined them in worship?” !
It sounded like a good idea, but a little unorthodox for us. “Let’s think about it this week.” This idea was going through my head 
and heart as we passed through Rolla and heard Elijah ask if we were in Texas yet.  “It’s going to be a long drive…”  !
The CBF meeting in Dallas was built around two imagines. First is CBF’s new tag line, “Forming Together.” The second was the 
theme for the meeting, “Building Bridges.” Then, in the middle of that week it happened again. More race related hate-crime. 
More gun violence. More black lives lost, and this time in the church. It was then that it became clear what “Forming Together” 
and “Building Bridges” could mean for Dayspring. As the news unfolded I found myself thinking, “We need to do this!” !
Truth be told, I need this. I need deeper relationships with my African American brothers and sisters. I need to see the church 
being a sign of the Kingdom of God to our community. I need to learn to be a better co-laborer in Christ. I need to be in 
relationship and conversation and ministry with those who look differently than I do and whose perspective is different from 
mine. !
In 2 Corinthians 5, Paul writes that we have been reconciled to God in Christ, and God has now give us the ministry of 
reconciliation. That’s a tall order for the most brave among us. The ministry of reconciliation is no easy task. But thanks be to 
God we’re not in this alone.  We’re in this as the sacred community, trying to practice peace by embodying the way of the 
Kingdom. And we’re in this with other congregations, with American Baptists and Cooperative Baptists. And we’re in it with 
Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church. Together we can build bridges over the seemingly insurmountable chasms of racism 
and hate, culture and class, economics and history.  !
Yes, it’s a little unorthodox for us to just pick up and move for one Sunday. But times like this require unorthodox action. So, 
Sunday morning, July 12, we’ll meet at Dayspring at 9:15 and carpool into the city to worship with our brothers and sisters, our 
co-labors in the gospel, our fellow bridge builders. I hope you’ll be able to join us. !
With Expectant Joy, 
~Chris !
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!!
Church Lunch 

Make your reservations now for our all-church 
lunch after church on Sunday, July 19, followed by 
a quarterly business meeting.!!

Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:00 AM 

9:30 
10:10 
10:45 
11:50

Prayer Service 
Sunday School 
Summer Choir practice 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

July at Dayspring
3 Fri. Church office closed for holiday

5-11 Sun.-Sat. Youth to Passport Camp, Greensboro, NC

12 Sun. Church service moved to Southern Union 
Missionary Baptist Church (see this page).

14 Tues. Leadership Team, 7 p.m.

19 Sun. Church lunch and quarterly business meeting.

26 Sun. Manna Fun Day, noon.

July Birthdays !
1   John Hussung 
1   John Johnston 
2   Zaydn Williams 
5   Leslie L’Hommedieu 
9   Erica Williams 
17 Marylee Baygents 
18 Kaitlyn Hartig 
18 Rich Lusk 
20 Jacob Dofing 
22 Mary Lea Eck 
23 Sean Ward 
24 Anne Allgood 
27 Cecelia Norris

Our Averages in May: !
Sunday Worship  77 
Sunday School   13 !

Our Youth Head to Camp !
Please pray for our Youth and adults as they travel 
and attend camp this month. !
July 5-11, Passport Camp 
Greensboro College, Greensboro, NC 
 Mara Crow  Chris Fillingham 
 Jacob Dofing  Andrea Missey 
 Michael Lorberg  
 Ella Missy 
 Joy Missey 
 Rachel Missey 
 Jakob Robinson 

August Book Club !
For the five Sundays of August, Hannah Allee and 
Chuck Hussung will be leading a Sunday morning 
book club for children and adults on Madeleine 
L’Engle’s 1962 novel A Wrinkle in Time, a story that 
ponders love and unity through the lenses of 
Christianity and science.  !
Although you’ll find the novel in the children’s section 
of your local bookstore, L’Engle never condescends to 
her young readers but instead trusts them to 
encounter some of life’s serious questions. Each week 
we’ll read a section of the novel at home and come 
together on Sunday to discuss what we’ve read. 

Fortunately our beautiful 
Pentecost Fire didn’t activate 
the smoke detectors!

Up, Up, and Away!!
Sunday, July 12!!

The “Church-on-Wheels” is on the go again! On Sunday morning, July 12, our 
congregation will be traveling to the city to worship in the home of Southern Union 
Missionary Baptist Church.!!
9:15  ! ! For those who would like to carpool, we will meet at 9:15 in the !
! ! Dayspring parking lot to travel together.!!
10:00-11:30! Worship service at Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church!
! ! 2701 Cole Street, 63106 (north of Delmar near N. Jefferson)!!
We will provide daycare at Dayspring for children up to 5th grade.!
Please contact a member of the church staff if you have any questions. 



!
Manna Summer Fun Day!!!

On June 28, the Manna kids had a fun day learning about 
the story of Joseph. We made and decorated cookies with 
"coats of many colors", did a scavenger hunt of "interpreting 
dreams" and had some fun with water balloons along the 
way. We'll be finishing the Joseph story and having more fun 
at our second Manna Summer Fun Day on July 26th!

Our Church Family in Action!!

(Shout-out to the 
photographer! Look 

closely over Ben’s head. 
You can see the burst 

water balloon in the air!)

Our Dayspring Family Choir sang with gusto 
on Sunday, June 21. Thanks to everyone who 
participated!

Fred Wear celebrated 55 years with 
McDonnell Douglas and Boeing this 
month. His granddaughter Katie 
Wear (Brian's daughter) and sons 
Brian and Keith were there to help 
celebrate, as well as friends from 
Dayspring.!

Pastor Chris is in fine 
form as he participates in 
a Triathlon in early June.



!! !
Communion Mission Offering!!

At the end of June, four predominantly black churches were burned down by arsonists in a clear attempt to strike a blow 
at the heart of the black community. As fellow children of God, we stand with our sisters and brothers to help them rebuild 
these buildings -- which are not just houses of worship but centers of ministry for their community. !
To that end,  the Rebuild the Churches Fund has been established by Christ Church Episcopal Cathedral to collect 
donations from all over the world for the rebuilding of these churches. We are joining with our sister ABC church, Southern 
Union Missionary Baptist Church, as well as churches across the nation to participate in this offering this month. !
All money received will be divided equally among these congregations: 
  Glover Grove Baptist Church, Warrenville, SC          
  College Hill Seventh Day Adventist Church, Knoxville, TN          
  Briar Creek Baptist Church, Charlotte, NC          
  God's Power Church of Christ, Macon, GA          !
Please make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for “Rebuild the Churches.” You may give all month. !

Circle of Concern!!
Present needs (no glass, please; place in the bins in the narthex):  pasta sauce, boxed cereal, peanut butter, jelly or jam, 
canned tomatoes, dry dinner helpers, dry pasta, 1-lb bags of rice. 

Mission and Outreach!

Delmar House Updates!
by Peggy Pittenger !
During our Business Meeting on June 14th, the congregation took steps to move to the next 
phase in our consideration of the future of Delmar House.  Earlier this spring the Leadership 
Team shared with the congregation the concern that the house is no longer meeting our needs 
and that we should consider its replacement.  During those conversations it became clear that 
the congregation concurred.  This brings us to our next phase in this process – seeking to 
answer: !

o What could the replacement of Delmar House be? 
o How much will it cost? 
o How are we going to pay for it? !

The vote on the 14th allows us to fund the process to begin answering these question.  A portion of the money received from 
the Paul Wright estate will be used to allow Dayspring to secure the services of the following: !

1. Architect.  St. Louis Design Alliance is an architectural firm with extensive experience with churches.  They will work 
with us to review our current space and needs for the future.  They will lead us through conversations and 
assessments to create initial design concepts to begin answering the questions:  “What could the replacement of 
Delmar House be?” and “How much will it cost?” !

2. Generosity Consultant.  Allen Walworth is a consultant with the Generis Group. Allen is a former CBF pastor and has 
spent the last 14 years helping churches through projects such as ours.  He will be leading us through a process of 
reflection on generosity as a congregation and guiding us through a capital campaign in the fall.   !

A Steering Committee has been assembled to work with Allen and lead us through the Capital Campaign. Chuck Hussung and 
Ellie Vargo will co-chair this committee, which also consists of: Nancy Thompson, Dana Lorberg, Trisha Crow, Dan Coombes, 
Leslie L’Hommedeau, Joan Barth, Joanne Cuddeback, Margarette Ann Boley.  The Leadership Team is also in the process of 
putting together a Building Team that will work with our architect !
At the conclusion of the Capital Campaign we will have answered the above questions. At that point the congregation will be 
asked to make a decision on actually replacing Delmar House.  If the decision is to move forward, the Building Team will work 
with our architect to develop full plans and select a builder. !
Thanks to John Boley who led our business meeting in June in my absence, as well as those that have participated in the 
many meetings that have led us to this point.  Just as we were encouraged in June to hold this project in prayer I would 
encourage we hold this in prayful consideration as we seek God, practice peace, and create community. !



!
Mission Statement 

As followers of Jesus Christ, open in heart and mind, we 
are seeking God, practicing peace, creating community.
!

Vision Statement 
We strive to love God with all of our heart, mind, soul, and 
strength--to know God through Christ’s life, teaching and 
enduring presence and through the grace of the Spirit to 

love our neighbors as ourselves.
!
Core Values 

As a congregation, we are nurturing, prayerful, diverse, and 
hopeful.
!

Adopted April 15, 2010 
Revised 2015

!
Your Church Staff:!

Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor!
Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor!
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister!
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist!
Megan Roland, Administrative Assistant!
Hannah Allee, Manna Director!!

Your Leadership Team:!
Peggy Pittenger, President/Moderator!
Terry Crow!
Cathy Hartig!
Sarah-Kate Sullivan!
John Boley!!

How to Reach Us:!
Phone:! 314-432-1960!
FAX:! 314-432-5732!
Email:! dayspringstl@gmail.com!
Website:! dayspringstl.com!

   !
     !

   !!!
Like us on Facebook !!
Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131
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