
Tell Me the Stories of…!
by Pastor Chris Fillingham!

!
 I turned off the highway and headed down the gravel road. There was farm land in every direction, but you could still 
hear the roar of semis down the overcrowded interstate that connects one side of Missouri to another. Siri told me it was just 
another half mile, and up ahead I could see what looked like a branch off the gravel road. So, I followed that branch. There 
was an A-frame cabin, but it wasn’t ours. I kept going down the gravel drive that followed the contour of the small lake on my 
right. A row of six identical cabins on my left led the way to the other A-frame cabin. I parked and walked in, unsure of who I’d 
see. !
 Keith was first, then Susan. Keith is a former CBF (Cooperative Baptist Fellowship) pastor who moved to St. Louis 
last fall to pastor a UCC church. Jason and Tom were there. Larissa and Leslie. There were close to fifteen of us in total, all 
senior pastors from St. Louis, Kansas City, and Columbia. We gathered to spend 48 hours on retreat together, sponsored by 
CBF.  !
 For the next two days we shared and explored stories. It began informally. Someone talked about the church they 
interviewed with, but didn’t get “the call.” Someone else talked about the betrayal they experienced from an older staff 
member who seemed to always sabotage their leadership. Several told stories about their children. One talked about the 
marathon he’d run the day before.  !
 During our official “sessions” the story telling was a bit more directed. We broke into smaller groups and explored 
stories of childhood, calling, and leadership from our lives. Together we were mining the narratives of our lives to uncover 
what sacred threads might be running through them, shaping who we are as pastors. The stories shared were painful and 
beautiful, broken and blessed, messy and confusing, as anyone’s life is prone to be. !
 For two days a community of pastors gathered in the middle of nowhere Missouri. We had conversations that we 
don’t get to have in any other place with people who understand our work like no others. I shared my own stories and heard 
many others. Along the way I was reminded once again what a gift the sharing of stories can be. There is deep blessing in 
both the offering and receiving of them. Somehow, hearing yours gives me the courage to live into mine. At the same time, 
sharing my story with you has a way of healing fears and discovering treasures that I didn’t know were buried there.  !
 That’s what happens in the creating of community. 
Something is offered and something is received. Yes, it takes time. 
Yes, it requires something of us. And yet, when we make the space 
and time for community, we remember once again how deeply it’s 
needed… both for ourselves and for the world. !
 After two days, I got back into my car, made my way back 
down the gravel road, accelerated up the entrance ramp, and merged 
back onto the highway. The traffic is always there, humming along 
with or without you. It is so impersonal and isolating much of the time. 
But the stories you carry and the community that carries you weaves 
life and beauty into your journey. You are reminded that each car of 
steel and plastic, each semitrailer in your way, is another life with it’s 
own blessed story waiting to be shared and received.!!
Embracing the Journey, 
-Chris !!
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Church Lunch 
We look forward to another meal by our new 
caterer, Arris. Make your reservations now for our 
all-church lunch after church on Sunday, May 17.!!

Lectionary Lunches 
Wednesdays, Noon-1:30 !!

Join us at noon each Wednesday for a tasty 
shared potluck lunch, followed by a lectionary-
based Bible study looking ahead to the following 
Sunday text.  We are finished by 1:30. All are 
welcome! !

Men’s Breakfast 
The April Men’s Breakfast will be on Saturday, May 
16, 7:30 AM at Second Baptist Church.

Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:00 AM 

9:30 
10:45 
11:50

Prayer Service 
Sunday School 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays Noon 
7:00 PM

Lectionary Lunch, Anniversary Hall 
Adult Choir rehearsal, Sanctuary

May at Dayspring
3 Sun. Variety Show and Dessert Auction, 6 PM, 

Anniversary Hall

5 Tues. White Cross, 10 AM-12 noon.

10 Sun. Outdoor Worship at the Labyrinth

12 Tues. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers), 9:30-11:30 AM

13 Wed. No evening choir rehearsal.

16 Sat. Men’s Breakfast, 7:30 AM, Second Baptist 
Church.

17 Noon All-church Lunch.

19 Tues. White Cross, 10 AM-12 noon.

May Birthdays 
!

3    Holly Lehmann 
7    Virgil Chirnside 
7    Jakob Robinson 
7    Madeline Sullivan 
8    Mary L’Hommedieu 
9    Shirley Crenshaw 
9    Joy Missey 
12  William Hussung 
13  Taylor Williams 
15  Shirleen Brown 
16  Cal L’Hommedieu 
18  Kim Rokyta Norris 
19  Will Allgood 
19  Lisa Ernst 
19  Dan Coombes 
24  Lee Presson 
28  Noelle Fillingham 
31  Chuck Hussung 
31  Jacquelyn Brown 

Our Averages in April: !
Sunday Worship  93 
Sunday School   21 
Wednesday lunch, Bible study 13 
Small Groups   38 
Youth    10 
Manna      7 

!
Dayspring Variety Show  

& Dessert Auction 
 Sunday, May 3, 6 PM !

Don’t forget that our 4th annual VARIETY SHOW and DESSERT AUCTION is 
this coming Sunday night, May 3. Don’t be left out of this fun evening to help 
raise funds to send our kids to camp! 

Hold the date! 
June 26-28 !

The Mission Summit is a biennial event to allow 
ABC churches to come together to share and 
learn as well as celebrate God’s work among us.  
Dayspring is a sponsoring church which reduces 
our individual registration fee to $40.00. !
Join others from Dayspring as we travel to 
Kansas City. 

I’m Lost! !
Someone dropped me at church 
on Easter Sunday. Am I yours?



Sewing Day for Gateway 180!
Thursday, May 7, 9:30 a.m.!!

Gateway 180 is receiving many new female residents who need something to wear while their clothing is being cleaned. Peggy 
Pittenger has been working closely with Gateway 180 to help fill this need.!!
Come join the “Sewing Bee” on May 7 in Anniversary Hall to make as many PJ bottoms as possible. We will start at 9:30 and 
you may stay as long as you can. Anyone able to follow a simple pattern, cut, sew, or support this cause is invited to come.  
Fabric is being provided by Charity/Sharity.  We will need thread, elastic, irons, ironing boards, scissors, portable sewing 
machines, etc. Bring what you have to share.!!
Contact Joanne Cuddeback for more information

!
Mission Trip to West Virginia!

August 4-8!!
Our annual mission trip to West Virginia is not just for construction workers. 
Some of our youth and adults spend the mornings working with local and 
mission trip children. There are also opportunities to clean, cook meals for the 
participants, do yard work, and more.!

This is a FAMILY mission trip. 
Children, parents, and 
grandparents all come year after 
year and all find a way to minister.! !

Please talk to Marsha Hussung or Mat 
Hartig for details. We would love to share 
with you how meaningful these trips have 
been for our families over the years.!

Garden Bucks Fundraiser!!
Don’t forget to use Garden Bucks to fill your garden. We are cooperating again this 
year with Greenscape Garden Nursery, 2832 Barrett Station Road in Manchester 
(http://www.greenscapegardens.com).  Buy a coupon for $20 at Dayspring, 
redeemable at Greenscape for $20 in plants.  Dayspring receives $5 for each coupon 
sold.!

!
News About Our Family!!

Liam Sullivan was baptized on Easter Sunday. Congratulations, Liam!!!
Betty Binch has a new address: !
! Room 257!
! 723 S. Laclede Station Rd.!
! St. Louis, MO 63119. !

http://www.greenscapegardens.com
http://www.greenscapegardens.com


!
Dayspring Celebrates Easter! 

Outdoor Worship 
Sunday, May 10  !

Bring your lawn chairs, dress casually, and worship at 
the Labyrinth on Sunday morning, May 10, at our 
usual service time of 10:45.!!
Special local guest musician, John Kavanaugh, will 
lead our music.



!!! !
Communion Mission Offering!!

Our May Communion Mission Offering is designated for One Great Hour of Sharing, supporting Christian ministries of 
disaster response. Please make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for “One Great Hour of Sharing. You 
may  give all month. !!!

“I           Missions” Update!!
ABC Great Rivers Region Area V 

by Peggy Pittenger !
Our friends Nzunga and Kihomi have recently posted several new journals indicating they have returned safely to Haiti 
following an extended stay in the U.S. following last summer’s Mission Conference at Green Lake, WI.  Leaving the 
freezing cold in New York they received a warm welcome both by the Haitian weather and the staff of the Baptist 
convention and fellow IM missionaries Dr. and Mrs. Nancy James. !
The Nzungas are encouraged by the changes they found at the Cap Haitian airport which has been modernized to receive 
commercial jets.  This is a major improvement and sparks hope for the future.  With airport improvements come the benefit 
of increased mission trips.  With so many projects underway in Haiti, this is a good time to consider a mission trip. !
Kihomi has been journaling about her extensive travels across the south of Haiti as she reconnects with her friends and 
many projects.  She asks for our prayers and support as the work is tiring, but she finds encouragement in what she sees. !
To read their full journals or for more information please visit our IM website:  
http://www.internationalministries.com/teams/86-kihomi-and-nzunga !!

Circle of Concern!!
Each time the Circle shares food with a family, each time the Circle halts an eviction with a small bit of financial 
assistance, each time the Circle keeps someone warm by working with a utility company to avoid a shut-off, a bit of 
stability is gained.  Each offers stability for a family, for a neighborhood, and stability for our entire community.  Everyone 
benefits.   !
By The Numbers for 2014 

41,363 Bags of groceries shared. 
25,472  People fed by the circle in 2014. 
$74,362  Financial assistance to keep utilities on, evictions at bay and prescriptions filled. 
802  Summer Kid Bags packed for children who would otherwise go hungry without free school lunches. 
492   Children who did not go without  birthday celebrations—thanks to birthday club. 
542   Thanksgiving baskets. 
677   Students stocked with back to school supplies. 
641   Gifts shared at Holiday Toy Day. !!

Present needs (no glass, please; place in the bins in the narthex):  Pasta Sauce, Boxed cereal, Peanut butter, Jelly or 
Jam, Canned chicken meats, Dry dinner helpers, Bags of Flour, Sugar, Cooking oil. !
The Circle is very appreciative of all the gifts received from Dayspring, our quarterly financial gift as well as the$supplies$
collected$$in$the$Circle$of$Concern$bin$in$the$Narthex.$$$ !

White Cross!!
White Cross will meet on Tuesdays, May 5 and 19 from 10 a.m. to noon for hands-on mission work and fellowship.!!

Mission and Outreach!!

http://www.internationalministries.com/teams/86-kihomi-and-nzunga
http://www.internationalministries.com/teams/86-kihomi-and-nzunga


!
Mission Statement 

As followers of Jesus Christ, open in heart and mind, we 
are committed to worship and witness, fellowship and 

service, education and faith exploration.
!
Vision Statement 

We strive to love God with all of our heart, mind, soul, and 
strength--to know God through Christ’s life, teaching and 
enduring presence and through the grace of the Spirit to 

love our neighbors as ourselves.
!
Core Values 

As a congregation, we are nurturing, prayerful, diverse, and 
hopeful.
!

Adopted April 15, 2010

!
Your Church Staff:!

Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor!
Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor!
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister!
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist!
Megan Roland, Administrative Assistant!
Hannah Allee, Manna Director!!

Your Leadership Team:!
Peggy Pittenger, President/Moderator!
Terry Crow!
Cathy Hartig!
Sarah-Kate Sullivan!
John Boley!!

How to Reach Us:!
Phone:! 314-432-1960!
FAX:! 314-432-5732!
Email:! dayspringstl@gmail.com!
Website:! dayspringstl.com!

   !
     !

   !!!
Like us on Facebook !!
Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131
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