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Stones of Remembrance!
by Pastor Chris Fillingham!

 Throughout the month of October we’ve tried to put a prayer stone in every person’s 
hand in our congregation. It’s an invitation to pray for our church as we move through the 
Generation to Generation capital campaign. It’s also an invitation to remember those that 
have laid the foundation for our faith, or those whose faith will be built through this new 
addition, and put their initials on the stone.  
 During worship on November 1, we’ll be invited to honor all the saints, Generation to 
Generation, by placing our prayer stones in a special plate on our way to the communion 
table.  
 So for the last month, I’ve been thinking a lot about those people. There are pastors 
and youth workers. There are mentors and bible study leaders. There are adult volunteers 
from various churches I attended growing up. I’ve also been thinking about my kids. I’m 
giving to the Capital Campaign in part for them and children like them. Maybe I should put 
their initials on the stone. 
 The problem is, there are so many along the way that I’m grateful for. And yet, this 
stone is an invitation to choose one or two. So, let me tell you about the two initials I’m 
writing on my stone. 
 I can still picture this scene as if it were yesterday. It’s dark. My eyes are only half open as I stumble down 
the hall to the bathroom. There’s a light on up ahead in the living room. It draws me pass the bathroom, and there he 
sits in his overalls and work boots with a bible in his lap, reading, seeking God. Another morning, he’s kneeling at the 
same couch, in the same lamplight, but this time he’s praying. I’m just a child, but I know enough to know that 
something sacred is happening there… something I shouldn’t interrupt. And I know that somewhere mixed in with 
those holy prayers is my name.  
 Change scenes. It’s Sunday morning. I’m singing “This Little Light of Mine” with twenty-some other little kids. 
She is upfront leading all of us with her wide-necked nylon-string guitar.  Then we’re repeating after her words about 
God’s love for the world. “John 3:16,” she says. “John 3:16” we repeat like a Greek chorus.  
 A few years later, I start to learn what sacrificial love looks like when they decide to adopt three traumatized 
siblings and grow their family from 5 to 8. About fifteen years later I’m sitting in a chair, in the front of a sanctuary in 
Waco, TX. It’s my ordination. Together they walk up to me, place their hands on my head and shoulder, and whisper 
in my ear, “We knew this day would come.” Then I heard those familiar voices pray God’s blessing over me.  
 There have been countless people that have nurtured my faith and helped me grow in Christ along the way. 
There are hundreds of initials I could write on my stone. But I’m choosing two. CEF and CSF.  
 On Sunday, I’ll bring my stone to worship, carry it forward, and lay it at the altar. I hope you will bring yours 
too. If you can’t be there this week, bring it by the office. Or better yet, call me and ask me to come pick yours up. I’d 
love to hear the story of the initials you’re writing on your stone. 
 Once they are all collected, the stones will be preserved in order to be artfully incorporated, initial side down, 
into some visible place in our new addition.  Every time I see those stones I will remember my parents, and the gift 
their faith has been to me. And I will know that they are there with your saints, saints from every generation. Together 
we will see and we will remember that we are “surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.”  
 With deep gratitude, 
 ~Chris 
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Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 

9:30 
10:15 
10:45 
Noon

Prayer Service 
Sunday School 
Choir warm-up 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays Noon 
7:00 p.m.

Lectionary Lunch, Anniversary Hall 
Adult choir rehearsal, sanctuary

November at Dayspring
1 Sun. All Saints Day/Commitment Sunday

8 Sun. Manna and Youth, 5-7 p.m.

10 Tues. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers), 9:30 a.m.

12-13 Thurs.-
Fri.

Prayer Retreat, Mercy Center in Kirkwood.

13-15 Fri.-Sun. Youth Retreat with Kirkwood Baptist Youth, 
Camp Mihaska, Bourbon, MO.

17 Tues. White Cross, 10 a.m. 
Bible Study led by John Barth, 11 a.m.

21 Sat. NO Men’s Breakfast in November.

22 Sun. All-Church lunch & business meeting. !
Manna and Youth, 5-7 p.m.

24 Tues. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers), 9:30 a.m.

26 Thurs. Thanksgiving Day, Church office closed.

29 Sun. First Sunday of Advent

November Birthdays !
3    Don Johnson 
3    Fred Wear 
4    Peggy Pittenger 
5    Carol Williams 
11  Scottie Taylor 
14  Joyce Chirnside 
18  John Barth 
19  Matthew Lorberg 
23  Darrell Ward 
24  Laura Buchheit 
26  Paul Homsher 
26  Brandt Fillingham 
26  Theo Fillingham 
27  Andrea Missey 

Our Averages in October: !
Sunday Worship  81 
Sunday School  28 
Wednesday lunch  17 !!

Generation to Generation 
Celebration, Nov. 1 !

Be sure to be a part of our celebration on 
Sunday morning, Nov. 1, when we will culminate 
our Generation to Generation capital campaign 
and offer our pledges. A special reception will 
follow the service. Be sure to bring both of your 
pledge cards and your prayer stone. !

Mission Offering  !
Each month we collect a special mission 
offering to help a special cause. Here are the 
totals from our last several months:!

July, Rebuild the Churches—$645!
August, The Covering House—$502!
September, Mission: Possible—$495!!

Lectionary Lunches  
Wednesdays, Noon-1:30 !

Join us at noon each Wednesday for a tasty 
shared potluck lunch, followed by a lectionary-
based Bible study looking ahead to the following 
Sunday text.  We are finished by 1:30. All are 
welcome!

Evening of Merriment!
Dec. 6, 6:30 p.m.!!

featuring !

Bobby Norfolk, storyteller !
Fundraiser for Gateway 180!!

Be sure to mark your calendar now for this very special event! 
Bobby Norfolk is an internationally known story performer and 
teaching artist, and three-time Emmy award winner and Parents’ 
Choice honoree. (Your editor’s children were raised on his Anansi 
African Stories!)!!
We are very excited by this opportunity and hope you will invite 
your friends to join us.



Fall Harvest Festival and Bonfire 
Oct. 4 

Dayspring Business Meeting !
Sunday, October 18, 2015 !

The quarterly business meeting was held on Oct. 18, to consider three items.  
  

1. Rich Lusk reviewed the Treasurer’s Financial Summary for the year.  If giving remains at the current level 
we anticipate a modest deficit this year. 

2. The Leadership Team recommended Chris Waltz to fill the position of treasurer beginning January 1, 
2016.  She comes with extensive experience in accounting.  The vote was unanimous to accept this 
recommendation. 

3. The draft of the 2016 budget/ministry plan was presented.  The Leadership Team has carefully reviewed 
our needs and proposes a plan that would require approximately a 3% increase in congregational 
support.  Copies of the draft are available in the narthex.   !

Pledge cards for both the capital and operational campaigns should be received by the congregation during the 
week of Oct. 19th.  We are requesting both pledges be returned by Consecration Sunday: Nov. 1.  The pledges 
will be reviewed and a final operational budget presented to the congregation for approval during a business 
meeting scheduled for Sunday, November 15th. 

Annual Christmas Tea 
Saturday, Dec. 5,  

2-4 p.m. !
The Women's Mission Council's annual 
Christmas Tea will be held on December 5th 
from 2 to 4 p.m. at the home of Bryant and 
Nancy Thompson.  A special Love Gift 
offering will be taken.  All women and 
daughters are invited.  Guests are also 
welcome.

Retreating Youth! !
The youth of Dayspring Baptist and Kirkwood Baptist 
Churches are joining together this month for a retreat. They 
will gather together at Camp Mihaska in Bourbon, MO, on 
Nov. 13-15. Please pray for our youth and adults. !
Mara Crow  Aanika Sprecher Andrea Missey 
Jacob Dofing  Jakob Robinson Brandon Norris 
Ella Missey  Liam Sullivan 
Joy Missey  Valerie Whitlock !!



!! !!
Mission Offering!!

Our November Mission Offering is designated to support the Retired Ministers and Missionaries of the 
American Baptist Church (ABC). Since 1935, American Baptists have contributed to special offerings received in 
their churches for retired ABC ministers and missionaries or their widowed spouses. In 1977, American Baptist 
Churches USA launched the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) to continue this tradition of 
thanks. !
Today, RMMO is a tangible way for the American Baptist congregations to say “Thank you for …” the 
commitment, service and spiritual guidance of retired ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses. The 
offering supports those who have devoted 15 or more years of their lives to God’s service by providing 
emergency assistance in times of need and a thank you check at the end of each year. We hope you are 
inspired to make RMMO and its culture of gratitude a part of your giving. !
Please make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for “Retired Ministers.” You may give all month. !

Circle of Concern!!
Present needs (no glass, please; place in the bins in the narthex): toilet paper, personal care items 
(toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, shower gel, shaving supplies, etc.), diapers of all sizes. !!

White Cross!!
Anyone is invited to join the ladies of White Cross on Tuesday, Nov. 17, at 10 a.m. for hands-on work for 
international and local missions. We work on quilt blocks, roller bandages, and stuffing pillows for surgical 
patients at Missouri Baptist Hospital. John Barth will lead a bible study at 11. !

White Cross FAQS!!
•	
 White Cross is an outgrowth of the WWI American Red Cross effort.  The women who assisted in The Red 

Cross became convinced that similar methods would be beneficial for ABC missions. !
•	
 In 2014-2015 White Cross sent supplies and money internationally to 22 countries. !
•	
 Overland White Cross supplies help serve the handicapped, Hispanic and American Indian ministries, the 

“back side” of racetracks, children, teens, and senior citizens.....to name a few. !
•	
 The closest Overland White Cross recipients to Dayspring are Bethel Neighborhood Center in Kansas City 

and Friendship House in Peoria IL. !
Missionary Visit!!

Dayspring was blessed to have Dan Chetti with us the evening of Thursday, 
September 24.  Dan and his wife, Sarah, serve in Lebanon. Dan is a professor at 
the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary in Beirut. Sarah originally worked at the 
seminary, but after training the staff there she has moved on to found a ministry to 
foreign migrant maids.  Dan showed several videos related to Sarah’s ministry.  His 
visit was also intended as a Thank You to Dayspring for our contribution to last 
year’s GRR WMC special project requesting funds for Sarah to purchase a vehicle 
for safe transportation for her visits to imprisoned maids.  The prisons are in Beirut 
and Tripoli.  Each week she prepares a hot meal for the maids, delivers it and 
shares the gospel of Christ with them.  Sarah and Dan have recently returned to 
Lebanon.  Dayspring sent a love gift following his visit to support their joint 
ministries.   

Mission and Outreach!!



Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church visits 
Dayspring, September 27

!
Make a Blanket Day 

Saturday, October 17 

!

Family News 
Jacob Dofing was baptized on 
October 11 by Pastor Chris. 
Congratulations, Jacob, on coming 
down to the river! 



Mission Statement 
As followers of Jesus Christ, open in heart and 
mind, we are seeking God, practicing peace, 

creating community.
!
Vision Statement 

We strive to love God with all of our heart, mind, 
soul, and strength--to know God through Christ’s 
life, teaching and enduring presence and through 

the grace of the Spirit to love our neighbors as 
ourselves.
!

Core Values 
As a congregation, we are nurturing, prayerful, 

diverse, and hopeful.
!
Adopted April 15, 2010 

Revised 2015

!
Your Church Staff:!

Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor!
Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor!
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister!
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist!
Megan Roland, Administrative Assistant!
Hannah Allee, Manna Director!!

Your Leadership Team:!
Peggy Pittenger (Missions liaison)!
! President/Moderator!
Terry Crow (Hospitality liaison)!
Cathy Hartig (Worship liaison)!
Sarah-Kate Sullivan (Spiritual Formation liaison)!
John Boley (Stewardship liaison)!!

How to Reach Us:!
Phone:! 314-432-1960!
Email:! dayspringstl@gmail.com!
Website:! dayspringstl.com!

   !
     !
   !
Like us on Facebook !!
Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131
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