
Becoming More Welcoming!
by Pastor Chris Fillingham!

!
You know the scene. You’re standing in the Narthex when you suddenly see an unfamiliar face.  You’re probably 
thinking one of two things: “What’s their name?” or “I should go introduce myself.”  For some of you, that’s no big 
deal. For a lot of us, our pulse goes up, maybe sweat breaks out on our foreheads.  It 
takes real effort to talk to strangers, or to admit you’ve forgotten their name.  !
Whether you’re an introvert or extrovert, we can all get better at learning names and 
welcoming the newcomer in our midst. So, we’re going to work on that in September. 
This month is going to be “Nametag Month.” Every Sunday in September everyone is 
going to wear nametags… because, let’s be honest, there are a few names you still 
can’t remember.  !
I also want to share with you an article by Thom Reiner that I recently came across titled, “7 Things to Say to Church 
Visitors.” It’s a good list. Some of it will seem obvious. Some of it will challenge you. Take a look.  I hope you’ll 
internalize these things and try to put them into practice: !

1. "Thank you for being here." It's just that basic. I have heard from numerous church guests who returned 
because they were simply told "thank you." !
2. "Let me help you with that." If you see someone struggling with umbrellas, young children, diaper bags, 
purses and other items, a gesture to hold something for them is a huge positive. Of course, this comment is 
appropriate for member-to-member as well. !
3. "Please take my seat." I actually heard that comment twice in a church where I was speaking in the Nashville 
area. The first came from a member to a young family of five who was trying to find a place to sit together. !
4. "Here is my email address. Please let me know if I can help in any way." Of course, this comment must 
be used with discretion, but it can be a hugely positive message to a guest. !
5. "Can I show you where you need to go?" Even in smaller churches, guests will not know where to find the 
nursery, restrooms and small group meeting areas. You can usually tell when a guest does not know where he or 
she is to go. !
6. "Let me introduce you to ___________." The return rate of guests is always higher if they meet other 
people. A church member may have the opportunity to introduce the guest to the pastor, other church staff and 
other members of the church. !
7. "Would you join us for lunch?" I saved this question for last for two reasons. First, the situation must 
obviously be appropriate before you offer the invitation. Second, I have seen this approach have the highest 
guest return rate of any one factor. What if your church members sought to invite different guests 6 to 12 times a 
year? The burden would not be great; but the impact would be huge. !

Dayspringers, lets give this a try. I’ve often said that this is one of the most welcoming congregations I’ve ever been 
part of. Let’s lean on our strengths. Let’s stretch ourselves to grow in the gift God has given us. Let us welcome 
others just as God has welcomed us. !!
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Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:00 AM 

9:30 
10:15 
10:45 
Noon

Prayer Service 
Sunday School 
Choir warm-up 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays Noon 
7:00 p.m.

Lectionary Lunch, Anniversary Hall 
Adult choir rehearsal

September at Dayspring
3 Thurs. NAMI (National Alliance for Mental Illness) 

begins meeting weekly, 6:30 p.m.

5 Sat. Race for Refuge, contact Pastor Chris.

8 Tues. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers), 9:30 a.m. !
Leadership Team, 7 p.m.

9 Wed. Lectionary Lunch resumes, noon. !
Choir rehearsal resumes, 7 p.m.

12 Sat. Mission: Possible 5, see this page.

13 Sun. Manna and Youth, 5 p.m.

15 Tues. White Cross, 10 a.m.

19 Sat. Mens Breakfast, 7:30 a.m., Dayspring Baptist.

20 Sun. Church lunch, noon.

22 Tues. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers), 9:30 a.m.

27 Sun. Manna and Youth, 5 p.m.

September Birthdays !
1    Joe Brent 
1    Tim Meckfessel 
2    Trisha Crow 
4    Ben Lusk 
6    Hannah Allee 
6    Gail Stewart 
13  Jane Montani 
16  Tilahun Murphy 
20  Hannah Minchow-Proffitt 
24  Gloria Netherton 
27  Jeff Allee 
29  Leslie Munger

Our Averages in August: !
Sunday Worship  81 
Sunday School  34 !!

Lectionary Lunches Resume 
Wednesdays, Noon-1:30 !

Join us at noon each Wednesday for a tasty 
shared potluck lunch, followed by a lectionary-
based Bible study looking ahead to the following 
Sunday text.  We are finished by 1:30. All are 
welcome!

MISSION: POSSIBLE 5	  
A day-long mission effort in our community!!!

Saturday, September 12!
with Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church!!

8:00 AM: Gather at Dayspring Baptist for breakfast and commissioning 
for our mission activities of the day.  We will then break up into 
teams and work at several different locations in the area.   !

Noon:  Meet at Southern Union MBC for sharing and a picnic lunch 
together.  !

Remember, Mission: Possible provides a place for service for all ages 
and skills.  We even have a place for your friend or neighbor to serve. !

Join us as we serve our community.

!
The Dayspring Choir is back in the saddle 
again after our summer constitutional and 
renewal. You, too, can ride with us if you’d 
like. We rehearse every Wednesday night 
from 7-8 in the sanctuary.!!
Talk to Marsha Hussung if you’re interested. 
We start fall rehearsals on September 9. 
Come and join the caravan!



!
A Report from Our Missionaries in Haiti!

by Nzunga and Kihomi !!
Dear Loved Ones, 
  
Greeting. Those of you who have been in  the tropical countries with no permanent electricity, no air 
conditioners, know well how the sweltering heat can drain out all your energy and let you feel tired all day. It 
comes time when one asks himself or herself if he/she is not sick because of tiredness. !
The tropical heat and the high level of humidity reduce considerably the efficiency of our workers. Let us say that 
it kills you while you are still standing. This has been the case at our eye clinic. Many times, our patients and our 
staff suffer because of this tropical heat in the big waiting room. The fans help but blow the same hot air in the 
room. !
We have prayed and we have wondered over this situation. Thanks to your 
generosity, thanks to your love, thanks to your caring spirit, the eye clinic now 
has the air conditioner units that furnish cold clean air in the patient’s waiting 
room. This has been a big achievement. Believe me. Patients are now 
amazed to sit in a cool room. Visitors say thank you. The Haitian Baptist 
Convention leaders say thank you. The staff say thank you. We all say thank 
you. !
In Haiti, 
Nzunga & Kihomi. !
For additional updates please visit: http://www.internationalministries.com/ and select the “people” tab to find the 

missionary journals. 

Dayspring Building Updates 
 by Peggy Pittenger !

Sunday, Aug 30, we commissioned our Building Team and our Capital Campaign Steering Committee in worship. 
Both groups have already been getting organized.   !
Our Building Team, led by Steve Lorberg, includes Mat Hartig, Joel Pittenger and Laura Buchheit. Chuck 
Hussung and Ellie Vargo also serve on this committee as representatives of the Steering Committee.  The group 
has begun working with our architects at St. Louis Design Alliance. To date they have been busy analyzing our 
space needs in collaboration with the staff and those involved in children’s ministry. They are beginning to narrow 
in on a concept for a possible building addition. !
The Capital Campaign Steering Committee, chaired by Chuck Hussung and Ellie Vargo, includes Dana 
Lorberg, Trish Crow, Dan Coombes, Leslie L‘Hommedieu, Joan Barth, Joanne Cuddeback, and Margarette Ann 
Boley.  This group has already begun working with Allen Walworth of the Generis Group.  They are planning a 
capital campaign that will begin the second Sunday of October and culminate on Sunday, November 1.  !
Please keep the members of the Building Team and Steering Committee in your prayers as they work on our 
behalf. 

September is Name Tag Month. Help 
your church family by wearing your 

name tag each Sunday!

http://www.internationalministries.com/
http://www.internationalministries.com/


I’d like to introduce you to our MOPS theme this year: A Fierce 
Flourishing! The way to flourish isn’t a one-step process. As busy people, 
we need to take some time to find activities that will nourish our weary 
souls, to look at the world in a new and hopeful way, and to recognize 
goodness and celebrate it with others. !
The theme is drawn from Isaiah 55, in which the thirsty are invited to come 
and drink, and those without money to come buy wine and milk without 
cost! Why waste energy spinning plates when  our true delights will only be 
found in what God offers? If you have time to read the whole chapter you’ll 
get a greater feel for the journey we’re being invited to through “A Fierce 
Flourishing.”   !

Our first official MOPS meeting will be on Tuesday, September 8th, at 9:30am.  !
As we are talking about inviting moms and friends to MOPS, I’d like to give a quick reminder that we are both a 
MOPS and MOMSNext group, which means moms of school-aged kids are welcome to join as well as mothers of 
preschoolers.  !
I’m really looking forward to flourishing together this year! 
-Jessi Fillingham

!
Coming up on the Church Calendar!!

Here are a couple of upcoming items you’re going to want to get on your calendar!! !
Sunday, October 4: Bonfire on the church grounds with Acoustics Anonymous providing live bluegrass music 
while you roast hot dogs and marshmallows! !
Sunday, October 11: Jacob Dofing’s baptism! !
Saturday, October 24: “Vendor’s Boutique” fundraiser for the Covering House, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Dayspring. Get 
your Christmas shopping done early! !
Thursday-Friday, November 12-13: Prayer Retreat at the Mercy Center, facilitated by Terry Minchow-Proffitt. !

2nd and 4th Tuesdays 
9:30-11:30 AM

!! !!
Communion Mission Offering!!

Our September Communion Mission Offering is designated to support our Mission: Possible5 day of 
community outreach. Please make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for “Mission Possible.” You 
may give all month. !

Circle of Concern!!
Present needs (no glass, please; place in the bins in the narthex):  pasta sauce, boxed cereal, peanut butter, 
jelly or jam, canned tomatoes, dry dinner helpers, dry pasta, 1-lb bags of rice. !

International Food Pantry!!
Volunteers from Dayspring will be helping at the International Food Pantry on Saturday, September 26,  
9-11:30 a.m. Please meet at Jubilee Church, 4228 S. Kingshighway, at 9. See Nina Roberts for details. !

Mission and Outreach!!



Fun and Work on the  
West Virginia Mission Trip!

Terry Minchow-Proffitt!
  Mat Hartig!
    Kaitlyn Hartig!
      Eric Husmann!
        Chuck Hussung!
          Marsha Hussung!
            John Hussung!
              William Hussung!
                Hannah Jensen!
               



Mission Statement 
As followers of Jesus Christ, open in heart and 
mind, we are seeking God, practicing peace, 

creating community.
!
Vision Statement 

We strive to love God with all of our heart, mind, 
soul, and strength--to know God through Christ’s 
life, teaching and enduring presence and through 

the grace of the Spirit to love our neighbors as 
ourselves.
!

Core Values 
As a congregation, we are nurturing, prayerful, 

diverse, and hopeful.
!
Adopted April 15, 2010 

Revised 2015

!
Your Church Staff:!

Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor!
Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor!
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister!
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist!
Megan Roland, Administrative Assistant!
Hannah Allee, Manna Director!!

Your Leadership Team:!
Peggy Pittenger (Missions liaison)!
! President/Moderator!
Terry Crow (Hospitality liaison)!
Cathy Hartig (Worship liaison)!
Sarah-Kate Sullivan (Spiritual Formation liaison)!
John Boley (Stewardship liaison)!!

How to Reach Us:!
Phone:! 314-432-1960!
FAX:! 314-432-5732!
Email:! dayspringstl@gmail.com!
Website:! dayspringstl.com!

   !
     !
   !
Like us on Facebook !!
Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131
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