
Making Dayspring Work 
For most of a year now, many of you have worked hard leading and volunteering in one or more areas of Dayspring’s 
ministry. You’ve taught Sunday School, cleaned flower beds, served at the International Food Pantry. You’ve led 
Children’s Worship, organized church meals and fellowships, and kept the sidewalks clear of snow. You’ve cleaned 
closets, made phone calls, prepared communion, and welcomed us as ushers. You’ve led community groups, 
volunteered as a MOPS child worker, made coffee and set a feast of desserts for us following worship. I could go on. 

At Dayspring we’ve chosen to do the work of the church a little differently than most places. We don’t have a slew of 
committee meetings to put on your calendar. We don’t ask you to spend your time sitting around talking about what 
we might or might not do. We don’t have a group of people who are going to assign you to a job in the church. We 
also don’t trap you in the same job for eternity. Nope, none of that. 

Instead we have this crazy notion that you know best what you’re called and qualified to do. We’re trusting that you 
don’t need a committee meeting to help you decide how to feed the hungry or organize meals. We’ve put the ministry 
of Dayspring in your hands, trusting you to lead and respond. We understand that you may be called to different work 
in different seasons and some years you may need a Sabbath.  

To that end, we’ve created this huge Ministry Team Chart that goes up in the Narthex each August. On this chart is a 
list of all the ministry teams and job descriptions for those teams. These ministry teams are how we get things done 
around here. You’ll find a job for just about everything.  

Before the chart goes up, the Leadership Team works over it in detail. We consider what needs to be different this 
year. Some things may need to be added or combined. Other things need to be let go or reimagined. So, this year 
there are some ministry teams that will look familiar and some that have changed.  

For example, Children’s Worship volunteers will be simply assisting our new Nursery Director in Children’s Worship 
time rather than planning and leading it. So, we only need one volunteer per week rather than two. We’re hoping that 
helps spread the rotation out so these volunteers are only pulled out of worship once ever 8-10 weeks.  

Also reimagined this year is our Community Care team. We’re asking these folks to reach out to our homebound 
members regularly, helping them to stay connected with their church. We’ve also added a new team to plan and 
implement a Prayer Retreat. We’re looking for folks who might host a Supper Club in their home once a month. There 
is something in there for everyone. 

But here’s the kicker. Next to each Ministry Team is a series of blanks. That’s right, blanks. No names are filled in. 
These things won’t happen unless someone signs up to do them. Your job is to look through all of those opportunities 
and consider how God would have you be involved this year. If you have questions, ask me or a member of the 
Leadership Team.  

After considering the ways you can serve this year, sign your name on the chart. Don’t wait for the end of the month. 
Take the initiative. The Leadership Team will work on finalizing the Ministry Teams in September, and our new 
commitments will all begin October 1.  

You make this place what it is. Together, we’re empowering the ministry of Dayspring to bless the world. Thank 
you for all you do. 

Your co-laborer in the gospel, 
~Chris 
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Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:30 

10:45 
Noon

Sunday School 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

August at Dayspring
1-5 Mon.-Fri. West Virginia Mission Trip.

2 Tues. Election Day, Dayspring is a polling place.

3 Wed. Potluck lunch, Anniversary Hall, noon.

4 Thurs. Youth Fun Day, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

7 Sun. Youth group, 5 p.m.

9 Tues. Leadership Team, 7 p.m.

12 Fri. Staff Meeting, 8 a.m.

13 Sat. International Food Pantry, 9 a.m.

14 Sun. Cookout/swimming at the Hussungs, 5-7 p.m.

21 Sun. Back-to-School Splash, Youth & Manna, 5-7.

26-27 Fri.-Sat. Enneagram Workshop (see p. 4)

28 Sun. Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church 
93rd anniversary, 2 p.m.

August  Birthdays 
1   Terri Bapst 
3   Baye Brent 
7   Steve Lorberg 
7   Madeline Sullivan 
9   Steve Potter 
9   Nina Roberts 
11  Bryant Thompson 
11  Dan Meckfessel 
11  David Murphy 
11  Dylan Williams 
14  Pat Burris 
16  Vi Miller 
18  Pat Bushman 
18  Sarah-Kate Sullivan 
19  Jerry Brown 
20  Sharon Wear 
21  Scott Cazadd 
21  Patty Presson 
24  Earl Williams 
25  Toni Hayes 
25  Norm Tooley 
27  Jessi Fillingham 

Potluck Lunch 
Wed., August 3 

If you’ve missed our weekly lectionary lunches 
this summer, come to our Wednesday potluck on 
August 3 at noon. Bring a dish to share.

Mission: Possible 6 

Saturday, Sept. 10 
Be sure you save the date for our sixth annual 
Mission: Possible, a morning of mission work in 
the St. Louis area. Once again we have invited 
our sister church, Southern Union Missionary 
Baptist Church, to participate with us. We will 
gather at Dayspring for breakfast, go to our work 
sites, and meet again for lunch at Southern Union. 
Invite your friends and be on the lookout for more 
info. 

MOPS Workers Needed 
Our Mothers Of PreSchoolers group will begin 
meeting again in September and is in need of new 
childcare help. Please contact Jessi Fillingham if 
you are interested.

Hussung Cookout & Swim 
Sunday, August 14, 5-7 p.m. 

711 Villa Place Ct., Olivette 
The Hussungs invite everyone to  a church-wide fellowship at their home. Come 
August 14 with a side dish or dessert to share. Meats and drinks will be provided. 
We will have areas to eat both inside and outside. 

The pool is warm, so bring your suits and towels if you’d like to swim. 

Our Averages in July: 
 Sunday Worship 66 
 Sunday School 11 
 Wednesday lunch 14 

Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church  
92nd Anniversary 

Sunday, August 28 
2:00 p.m. 

Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church has graciously invited us to be a 
part of their 92nd  Anniversary Celebration on Sunday, August 28, at 2 p.m. 
Pastor Chris Fillingham is the guest preacher.



RACE for REFUGE
5/10 K Event

Saturday, September 3
This popular 5/10 K run/walk generates funding for The Covering 
House, which provides refuge and restoration to girls who have 
experienced sexual exploitation or trafficking. This race is for all ages, 
families and friends, with more than 550 participants last year. 

Join Pastor Chris for our third year in supporting the Covering House 
as we continue our fight against human trafficking. Let Chris know if 
you’d like to participate on the Dayspring Team. 

When: Saturday, September 5. Race begins at: 8:00 a.m. 
Where: Tower Grove Park, St Louis, Sons of Rest Pavilion 

Cost:  Registration: $35 - before August 26th
Late Registration $40 - after August 26th

Register Online: www.RaceForRefuge.org

Praying Together 
A new Prayer Ministry is beginning at Dayspring.  Beginning 
this fall, a group will gather at the church weekly for 
intercessory prayer on behalf of those who have requested 
prayer for family and friends. Making this prayer experience 
more than one dimensional, we will also explore different 
ways to approach prayer and put these into practice 
strengthening the personal prayer life of the participants.  
An informational meeting will be held August 24th at 1:30.   

If you would be like to be a part of praying for those in need 
of prayer and enriching your personal prayer life, please 
contact Margarette Ann Boley at mardboley@aol.com or 
314-991-4348.

Thanks to 42 different contributors and our 
Cookbook Committee, our cookbook is now in the 
publication phase! We’ll begin selling the cookbooks 
this September for $12 each. Begin thinking now 
about friends and neighbors who might enjoy a 
copy! All proceeds will go to our new building. 

Summer Manna Fun!
The Manna kids had another fun-filled 
summer at our two Manna Summer Fun 
Days playing lots of water games and 
making a few messes! We'll start our 
normal fall Sunday evenings in August.  All 
2-5th graders are invited - make sure you 
don't miss out on all the fun! 

Building Project Update 
Much has been taking place behind the 
scenes with our building project. The 
architects are developing the final 
details of the plans, interior finishes are 
being chosen, and the contractor is 
beginning to gather bids. During this 
time, we’ve been moving through a 
series of approval and permit meetings 
with Town and Country. We’re happy to 
report that the project has received final 
approval from the city. We are now in 
the final stages with Missouri Sewer 
District’s process of approval. Later this 
month we hope to announce information 
about the ground-breaking ceremony for 
September. Thank you for your on-going 
support! 

http://www.raceforrefuge.org
mailto:mardboley@aol.com
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West Virginia Mission Trip
Please pray for our group who will be traveling to West Virginia the first week of August to take part in our 
annual multi-generation mission trip: Terry Minchow-Proffitt, Kevin Sigsby, Marsha & Chuck Hussung. Our June 
Mission offering raised $1571 to be used for building supplies. Our church mission budget has added another 
$1000. 

Mission Offering
  

The August Mission Offering is designated to support our sponsorship of the Race for Refuge by The 
Covering House, providing a place of refuge and restoration for girls who have experienced sexual trafficking 
or exploitation. Please make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for “Covering House.” 

Circle of Concern
Food needs (no glass, please; place in the bins in the narthex): dry dinners, mac and cheese, canned pasta, 
canned meat, disposable razors, low-dose aspirin. 

Mission and Outreach

Family News 
Carolyn Harmon has a new address: 206 Grand Banks Ct, Chesterfield, MO 63017; home phone 314-432-8545, 
cell phone 314-580-5097. 
Marylee Baygents lost her granddaughter, Shannon LaRock, daughter of Ruth Sisson. We offer our heartfelt 
sympathy to Marylee, Ruth, and the whole family. 
From Anne Allgood: “To my Dayspring Family—Thank you for everything you’ve done and continue to do to help 
and support me and my family. You/We are KOINONIA.” [Koinonia is Christian fellowship or communion, with God 
and with fellow Christians.] 
John Johnston: We received word recently that long-time Delmar member, John Johnston, has passed away at 
the Veterans Home in San Antonio, New Mexico, where he has been living for some years. 

Enneagram: Know Your Number 
Weekend Workshop  

Friday, August 26  6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday, August 27  8:45 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

What is the Enneagram? 

 “The Enneagram is a geometric figure that 
maps out the nine fundamental personality 
types of human nature and their complex 
interrelationships. It’s a development of 
modern psychology that has roots in spiritual 
wisdom.”  (Riso and Hudson) 

In recent decades the Enneagram has 
become known as another tool for helping 
us to discover who we truly are, both in 
personality and in spirit. 

Jessi Fillingham will be leading a workshop through the 
basics of the Enneagram with the help of Suzanne Stabile, an 
Enneagram master who will teach us through short videos.  

This introduction to the Enneagram will explore each 
personality number through story, examples, and insight. This 
is by far Suzanne’s most requested workshop. Join her as 
she guides you through discerning your particular personality 
type within the wisdom of this ancient spiritual tool. 

Registration Fee: $25 
(Includes lunch, snacks, and materials.) 

Child care is available upon request. 



A Trip to Haiti 
by Peggy Pittenger 

So, how was your trip to Haiti?  Life changing, amazing, educational, a history lesson, inspirational, sad, funny, frightening, 
tearful.  How can I put it into mere words? 

The trip was inspired by a Facebook post from Angela Suderman, our ABC IM Volunteer 
Coordinator, asking for help for Laurie Casseus in Haiti as she and her husband are moving from 
their home of many years.  Laurie is the wife of the outgoing president of the Universite 
Chretienne du Nord d’Haiti…the Christian University of Northern Haiti.  I quickly learned that in 
1947 a mission organization bought the site from rubber plantation owners and turned it into a 
seminary campus. American Baptist missionaries Ivah and Harold Heneise (Laurie’s parents) 
founded the Haitian Baptist Theological Seminary, beginning with 3 students.  In 1981, Dr. Jules 
Casseus became the president.  His vision resulted in the expansion of the seminary to include 
the university.  Today this includes the School of Theology, Business Administration, Agriculture, 
Fine Arts.  A School of Health Sciences is planned.  The damage to schools in the south of Haiti 
following the 2010 earthquake has resulted in a sharp increase in the number of students in the 
University. 

What I discovered after arriving at the Casseus home was that this is the home where Laurie grew up.  Back in the day….there 
was no TV or radio for entertainment, rather reading was an avid family pastime.  All the books collected over all those years 
were now lining floor-to-ceiling bookcases in three rooms.  With Laurie’s back problems and few boxes to work with, we soldiered 
on every day for a solid week.  When I left, the shelves were empty, every book dusted (I will detail the bugs at a later date), 
sorted for various libraries or professors and boxed or stacked waiting for boxes.  When I left additional boxes were expected on 
the next Agape flight which supplies our missionaries. 

The week was about so much more than dusting books and running from bugs.  We enjoyed precious time over breakfast my first 
morning there.  Included at the table was a couple who had traveled from Philadelphia to participate in the Music Camp, Tom and 
Missy McLaughlin.  Also with us was Dr. Jean Dona Darius, the incoming president as well as a student “adopted” by Laurie and 
Jules.  The conversation that followed the reading of the morning devotions was so inspirational.  God’s spirit was in our midst. 

Activity on the campus became livelier over the next few days as students and volunteers began arriving for Music Camp.  I 
heard many stories about young people determined to perfect their musical skills.  They come to music camp for formal 
instruction once a year while trying to practice and learn on their own throughout the year. 

I was so excited to meet Dr. and Mrs. Steve James, our ABC, CBF missionary to Haiti.  They 
were gracious hosts as I stayed in the guest house with them.  Nancy’s rescued parrots were 
noisy but comical.  Nancy graciously showed me the campus with lush tropical plants.  She 
explained that I got the whole Haitian experience as the generator failed while I was there.  
Instead of a few hours without electricity, we went over 24 hours waiting for parts to come from 
Port au Prince and finally the repair.  Cold showers were the norm, but welcome on blistering hot, 
humid days. 

Kihomi and Nzunga hosted an ice cream party one evening.  What a wonderful opportunity to see 
them and enjoy a little bit of time in their home.  I also got to see the famous van.  When not in 
use the tires and battery are removed and locked up so as not to be vandalized. 

Worship on Sunday was inspiring with great participation, and a packed house.  All were dressed in their absolute finest to attend 
church.  I couldn’t help but make eyes at one little girl who sat across from me.  She sat perfectly throughout the service as did all 
the children, but as soon as the service was over, she ran to me.  We spoke different languages, but it was love at first sight. 

It was satisfying to see what we accomplished in a week, though it was far more than packing books.  Every book held a story, 
not the written words, but the memories in Laurie’s heart.  This was her childhood home and where she raised her two children. 
Her son passed away two years ago, so many memories came to mind as we worked.  I have been reminded that a volunteer 
opportunity is often the “ministry of your presence”.  There were times I just needed to be present, listen, and pray quietly. 

Finally, the travel was an experience not to be quickly forgotten.  Thinking that, because the airport had been upgraded in the last 
couple years, it would be fairly modern was naïve.  Trying to find my bag in a crowded, shoving, noisy, receiving area was 
comical.  Escaping the area by being told, “Out”, was a blessing in as much as my bag was not torn apart and inspected.  The 12-
mile return trip from Limbe to Cap Haitian was frightening.  I kept singing “peace be still….do not be afraid” in my head as we 
dodged pot holes and motor bikes and serious accidents. 

Volunteer opportunities abound in Haiti.  Whatever the skill, it is needed.  I experienced a tiny fraction of the need, but I would go 
back in a heartbeat.  Would you join me? 



Your Church Staff:
Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist
Hannah Allee, Manna Director
Lyndsay Williams, Youth Minister
Megan Roland, Administrative Assistant

Your Leadership Team:
Peggy Pittenger (Missions liaison)

President/Moderator
  Nancy Norath (Hospitality liaison)

Trisha Crow (Worship liaison)
Sarah-Kate Sullivan (Spiritual Formation liaison)
John Boley (Stewardship liaison)

How to Reach Us:
Phone: 314-432-1960
Email: dayspringstl@gmail.com
Website: dayspringstl.com

Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131

Do you have juicy news for the 
Newsletter?  

Send an email to the church 
office or to Marsha Hussung 

(hussungs@gmail.com)
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