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This Messy and Wonderful Life 
by Pastor Chris Fillingham 

	 Our Hanging of the Green service got the ball rolling, both at church and at home. After worship, I stopped 
by Home Depot to pick up a tree (you have to have a real one, you know). When I got home we started clearing 
out the corner by the fireplace where our tree goes each year. Before I knew it the Messiah was playing, I was 
stringing lights, the kids were all running around wearing Santa hats, and Jessi was baking a chocolate cake (two 
little boys were very eager to celebrate their birthday).  

 Then it was time to hang ornaments. Everyone joined in. One after another, the ornaments were hung on 
the tree, some beautiful and some… well, let’s just say “homemade.” Slowly the tree was coming to life. By the 
time we were done I only had to pick up about ten ornaments that had fallen to the ground after being hung on an 
already occupied branch. Then came the stockings, the advent wreath, the nativity scene, and more. Gradually the 
house was coming alive. 

 Just when I thought we’d finished, I looked around and realized what a mess it all was. Boxes were 
everywhere. Extra lights here and there, pine needles already floating all over the house (why did we get a real 
tree again?), dishes piled up in the sink, leftover ornaments still on the couch, not to mention the usual kids 
clothes, left out toys, and scattered books, oh my! So, we started in on all that clean up. Here and there. Back and 
forth. It was exhausting, but finally the house looked great… just in time for two little boys to open up their 
presents, scatter wrapping paper, ribbon, and boxes all around. Boy, this family stuff is hard work. 

 This is how life comes to us. It’s going to be messy most of the time. Birth is messy. The nativity is messy. 
Mary’s story is messy. Jesus is born into a messy world. But this is how life comes to us. Of course, we can try to 
control it all. But there’s a good chance the more tightly we’re controlling things around us, the more we’re choking 
life out, rather than letting it in. 

 Mary’s great response to the angel’s announcement was “Let it be.” We’re going to hear more about her 
story on the 4th Sunday of Advent. But for now, I wonder if you can find a way to take a deep breath this Advent 
season and “let it be.” Sure, things might feel a bit out of control. (I’m sure they did for Mary). And maybe things 
around you will look as messy as my living room.   But in the mess comes life. In the mess is the laughter of a 9-
year-old girl and a 7-year-old boy dancing. In the mess is the excitement of two 4-year-olds who are eager to help. 
In the mess is joy, and play, and anticipation for what is to come. 

 Life is good and a lot of work. 
 Life is painful and a great gift. 
 Life is messy and beautiful.  
 It all comes together.  
	 	
	 ~Chris	



Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:30 

10:15 
10:45 
Noon

Sunday School 
Choir warm-up 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays 10:30 
Noon 

7:00

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
Potluck lunch/Bible study  
      (1st and 3rd Wed. each month) 
Choir rehearsal

 December at Dayspring
3 Sat. Women’s Christmas Tea, 2-4 p.m., home of 

Celia Homsher.

4 Sun. Evening of Merriment, 5-7 p.m., Anniversary 
Hall.

7 Wed.. Lectionary Lunch and Bible study, noon.

13 Tues. MOPS, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Leadership Team, 6 p.m.

15 Thurs. Outreach meeting, 9:30 a.m.

17 Sat. International Food Pantry, 9 a.m.

18 Sun. Christmas Lunch, noon. 
Manna and Youth, 5-7 p.m. 
Enneagram class, 5-7 p.m.

24 Sat. Christmas Eve Service, 6:30 p.m.

25 Sun. Church service at 10:45, NO Sunday School.

27-29 Tues.-Thu. Church Office closed.

Potluck Lunch & Bible Study 
Wed., Dec. 7 

Join us for our ongoing Lectionary Lunches! 
Lunch is at noon and Bible study from 12:45-1:30. 
Bring a dish to share. 

Dayspring Christmas Lunch 
Sunday, Nov. 18 

Our Christmas lunch celebration will be on the 
18th after church. Please help our caterer by 
making lunch reservations.

Men’s Breakfast Cancelled 
Please note that there is no men’s breakfast in 
December. 

Our Averages in September: 
 Sunday Worship   108 
 Wed. lunch           13 

December Birthdays 
1    Michael Lorberg 
6    Zak Minchow-Proffitt 
8    Nancy Norath 
9    Dean Stewart 
10  Cathy Hartig 
10  Darin Williams 
19  Terry Minchow-Proffitt 
21  Mara Crow 
25  Elijah Fillingham 
26  DeMarvia Williams	

Our December Activities 

Christmas Tea, Dec. 3, 2-4 p.m. 
Our annual tea will be held at the home of Celia Homsher. All women and daughters of Dayspring are invited. We 
will take a love gift offering for our missionaries. 

Evening of Merriment, Dec. 4, 5-7 p.m. 
To celebrate the cold weather and the start of our church construction, we will have a chili cook-
off and construct a gingerbread village. Construction material, chili, and desserts will be provided.

Christmas Lunch, Dec. 18, noon 
Our all-church lunch will be in Anniversary Hall after church. Please make reservations with the church office.

Christmas Eve Service, Dec. 24, 6:30 p.m. 
The annual service of candlelight and carols will be at 6:30 in the sanctuary.



Family News 
Noelle Fillingham was baptized into the family of Christ during worship on Sunday, Nov. 
13. Congratulations, Noelle!  

Mary Binch, wife of Brian Binch and daughter-in-law to former pastor Sam Binch, died on 
Nov. 16. We express our deepest sympathy to Brian and their daughters, Jan and Angela. 

Vi Miller writes: “I wish to express my sincere gratitude and thanks to Pastor Chris and 
my Dayspring family for the cards, calls and visitation at the memorial service at Laclede 
Groves for my sister, Ruth Rode.” Chris, Jessi, Noelle, and Elijah 

Hanging of the Green, Dec. 4 
Sunday morning worship



Coats for Gateway 180 
  

Clean out your closets this month and donate your gently-used coats to Gateway 180. During this cold time of 
year, our homeless shelters are desperate for warm clothing for clients. Bring your coats to church and look for 
the collection bin in the Narthex. 

Circle of Concern Food Pantry 
Food needs (no glass, please; place in the bins in the narthex): canned fruit and vegetables, canned pasta, 
canned meat, diapers of all sizes, body-care products. 

Mission Offering 
  

Our December Mission Offering is designated to support Hurricane Matthew Relief through both CBF and ABC. 
Please make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for “Hurricane Matthew Relief.” You may give all 
month. 

From CBF:  Hurricane Matthew struck the southern coast of Haiti Oct. 4 with devastating 145-mile-per-hour 
winds and torrential rain. A United Nations official declared the hurricane as "the largest humanitarian event" 
in the country of 11 million people since the deadly earthquake in 2010, which left more than 200,000 dead, 
55,000 homeless and thousands living in tents and other temporary dwellings.  The U.N. estimated that 2.3 
million people in Haiti reside in areas impacted by Hurricane Matthew. Initial assessments show thousands of 
houses destroyed or significantly damaged in the country. 

CBF Global Missions has reported that field personnel Jenny Jenkins, who serves in Grand Goâve, Haiti, is 
safe after spending 36 hours waiting out the storm at her house and mission center, where the roof flooded 
and caused water damage to the rooms and beds. Jenkins has worked in Haiti since 2008 and was 
instrumental in CBF's relief efforts in the aftermath of the deadly 2010 earthquake. 

From ABC: From Nzunga and Kihomi: “Our beloved country of Haiti has been hit over and over year after year. 
It seems that the country is on the express way of all natural disasters.  The country has not yet stood on its 
trembling feet from the deadly 2010 earthquake and now hurricane Matthew hits immediately followed by the 
flood weeks after in the city of Les Cayes. 

“As you all know, for now the aid is coming from all sides for the affected region of the country. Please let us 
all think what will happen to the poor in the remote areas where there are no express roads for TV to go and 
tell the story, where those who are not in our church system and those in our churches but have no big 
names or do not sit in the front pews. Let us think of those in the ravines and the mountains where there are 
no roads.  All those poor with no name on their backs will need someone to help them stand on their shaky 
feet, to pray with them and to listen to their poor stories.  Kihomi is anxious to help and go where those 
women are. That has been her mission, her calling and her passion. 
Again, thank you for standing with us. Yours, serving the Master in Haiti, Nzunga & Kihomi 

Mission and Outreach

Dayspring	Business	Meeting	
On Sunday, November 27, we held our final 2016 business meeting to approve the 2017 budget as recommended by 
the Leadership Team.  In addition to the budget, both Kate Hanch and Jr Stover were unanimously approved to begin 
serving on the Leadership Team.  Kate will fill Sarah-Kate Sullivan’s term and Jr will replace Peggy Pittenger.  During 
our October business meeting Trish Crow was voted in as our new Moderator/President. 

New	Nursery	Worker	Needed	
We're currently looking for childcare workers for the Nursery on Sunday mornings, alternating Sunday evenings, and 
for our MOPS ministry twice a month on Tuesday mornings. Occasionally we have extra events or church services 
where we need workers. If you know of someone who might be interested in providing childcare for any or all of 
those times, please have them contact the church office.



Your Church Staff:
Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister
Lyndsay Williams, Youth Minister
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist
Hannah Allee, Manna Director
Megan Roland, Administrative Assistant
Brenda Hamm, Nursery Director

Your Leadership Team:
Trisha Crow (Worship liaison)

President/Moderator
Nancy Norath (Hospitality liaison)
John Boley (Stewardship liaison)
Kate Hanch (Spiritual Formation liaison)
Jr Stover (Missions liaison)

How to Reach Us:
Phone: 314-432-1960
Email: dayspringstl@gmail.com
Website: dayspringstl.com

   Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131

Help get the word out! Be sure to like and 
follow us on Facebook.
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