
Reading Together
by Pastor Chris Fillingham

  
As you might imagine, the bedtime routine at my house can be arduous. A strange thing happens when you tell your 
children it’s time to get ready for bed. They become these wild creatures with ever-increasing amounts of energy and 
ever-decreasing ability to follow instructions.  

Sure, one in four might go up quietly and start the process, but you never know who that will be on any given night. 
So there’s likely to be coaxing and crying, carrying and bribing.  

Once you get them going there’s a pattern that must be followed involving teeth, medicine, potty, pjs, stories, songs, 
goodnight kisses, the appropriate blankets, night-nights, and… well how about one more trip to the bathroom and one 
more diaper change for fun? Any adult who dares deviate from the pattern, beware. You will be punished. Always 
remember, you are outnumbered. You will loose your sanity and your salvation to a never-ending bedtime process 
that will go on into infinity.  

The anchor of all this chaos is story time. Everyone gets to pick a book and listen to either mom or dad (whoever 
hasn’t passed out from exhaustion or run away in madness) read it to them. Somewhere along the way, we heard that 
it’s important to keep reading to your children, even when they are teenagers.  That sounded strange to us, but I’m 
beginning to see why. When you read a story together, you share in the adventure together. It shapes you and 
creates its own kind of bond between family members. The stores become “your stories.” Together you enter the 
world of Good Night Moon, Thomas the Train, Ninjago, or Little House on the Prairie. Of course, not everybody likes 
every story. But reading them together mysteriously shapes your family in a deeper bond.  

In part, that’s why we’re embarking on a similar journey as a church family. We’re reading through the book of Mark in 
worship. We started in January and will finish on Easter Sunday at the end of March. Along the way, I’m going to ask 
everyone to read through the book of Mark at home. That’s right, I’m challenging our entire congregation, young and 
old, retiree and teenager, parents and children, to read through the whole gospel of Mark at least once between now 
and Easter Sunday.  

We’re going to put a chart up in the Narthex. When you finish, I’m going to ask you to put symbol up on our chart, and 
together we’re going to watch this chart slowly fill up. By the time we get to Easter, I hope to see 100 or more of these 
symbols up there. That’s the challenge. 

Hopefully, along the way Mark will take on new life and new meaning for you. But even if it’s not your favorite part of 
the scriptures, I hope you’ll join us. By reading the scriptures together, it will have the power to shape our church in 
the mystery of the gospel story.  

Embracing the journey, 
~Chris 
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Help our children and youth go to summer camp.  Please join us for our Pancake Lunch after church 
on Sunday, February 28. Our kids are flipping cakes and preparing fixings with hopes that you will 

help them go to summer camp. Donations will be accepted for the meal. 



Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 

9:30 
10:15 
10:45 
Noon

Prayer Service 
Sunday School 
Choir warm-up 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Mondays 9:00 a.m. Volunteer group to Gateway 180

Wednesdays Noon 
7:00 p.m.

Lectionary Lunch, Anniversary Hall 
Adult choir rehearsal, sanctuary

February at Dayspring
2 Tues. White Cross, 10 a.m., Anniversary Hall.

6 Sat. International Food Pantry, 9:30. 
Parents’ Night Out, 5 p.m.

7 Sun. Manna and Youth, 5 p.m.

9 Tues. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers), 9:30 a.m. 
Leadership Team, 7 p.m.

10 Wed. Ash Wednesday Services, Noon and 6:15 p.m, 
Delmar House.

16 Tues. White Cross, 10 a.m., Anniversary Hall.

17 Wed. Lenten Vespers, 6:15 p.m., Delmar House.

20 Sat. Men’s Breakfast, 7:15 a.m., Second Baptist. 
Make a Blanket, 9:30 a.m., Anniversary Hall.

21 Sun. Manna and Youth, 5 p.m.

23 Tues. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers), 9:30 a.m.

24 Wed. Lenten Vespers, 6:15 p.m., Delmar House.

28 Sun. Pancake Lunch Youth Fundraiser, noon.

February Birthdays 
8    Mat Hartig 
9    Margo Maxey 
9    Stephanie Allee 
10  Mary Schnitzius 
10  Linda Tooley 
12  Mary Montani 
17  Rachel Dofing 
23  Steve Hanch 

Our Averages in January: 
Sunday Worship  84 
Sunday School  24 
Wednesday lunch  10 

  On-Line Donations 
We are excited to tell you that you now have the 
option of making your donations to Dayspring 
electronically through the church’s website.  Look 
for the “Give” link in the upper right corner on the 
home page at DayspringStl.com. Be sure to use 
the “Click to designate gift” drop-down box to let 
us know how you want your donations to be 
used, eg. general, building, missions, etc. 

Lectionary Lunches  
Wednesdays, Noon-1:30 

Join us at noon each Wednesday for a tasty 
shared potluck lunch, followed by a lectionary-
based Bible study looking ahead to the following 
Sunday text.  We are finished by 1:30. All are 
welcome! We will resume on January 6. 

The winter Make a Blanket Day will be held at 
Dayspring on Saturday, Feb. 20, from 9:30 -11:30 
a.m. This is a family-friendly event.  In October, 
382 blankets were collected during the event. 
Anniversary Hall was packed with people! 

Come join the fun. You can work on a current 
project, drop off completed projects or start a 
new one! Donated supplies are available. See 
Joanne Cuddeback for more information.

The Lenten Season 
Ash Wednesday Services 
February 10 
Services at noon and 6:15 at Delmar House.  

Weekly Vespers Service: 
You’re invited to join us each Wednesday during Lent for a weekly Vespers 
Service. Our brief service (about 30 minutes) will focus on Lenten themes with 
an emphasis on the early disciples’ singular request of Jesus, “Lord, teach us 
to pray.” Each service of worshipful reflection will explore a different way of 
communicating and communing with God in Christ.  We will be led by Rev. 
Terry Minchow-Proffitt in the Delmar House living room at 6:15 p.m. 

Family News:  Don and Nancy Norath became grandparents on January 4. 
Ellyn Michelle Norath was born to Alex and Sarah Norath and weighed 7lb 11oz. 

http://dayspringstl.com
http://dayspringstl.com


Generation to Generation Update 
Peggy Pittenger, moderator 

During the Dayspring Annual Business Meeting on January 17, the congregation unanimously agreed to move forward with the 
building phase of our Generation to Generation Project.  The conversations and assessments of the status of Delmar House and 
financial considerations during most of 2015 concluded that the costs to maintain Delmar House were out of proportion to its 
benefits.  Further, the results of the Capital Campaign confirmed the financial support of the congregation.  The Generations to 
Generations Campaign raised 52% of the estimated cost of the building addition and removal of Delmar House.  The 
Endowment Fund has pledged another 43%, leaving 5% to be borrowed from the Endowment Fund. 
Our thanks goes out to the Generations to Generations committee: Chuck Hussung and Ellie Vargo, co-chairs, Nancy 
Thompson, Trisha Crow, Dan Coombes, Joan Barth Joanne Cuddeback, Margarette Ann Boley, Dana Lorberg, and Leslie 
L’Hommedieu. 
Committee activity will shift to our Building Committee chaired by Steve Lorberg.  This committee includes: Joel Pittenger, Mat 
Hartig, Laura Buchheit, Chuck Hussung and Ellie Vargo. 
For those who have made pledges, we invite you to begin contributing.  Please mark checks for the Building Campaign.  
Pledges may be given as a one-time gift, weekly, monthly, or annually.  We are asking that all pledges be fulfilled by the end of 
2018. 

Building Committee Update 
Steve Lorberg, chair of the Building Committee 

After interviewing two very capable contractors, the Building Committee has selected the John Hooker Company as our general 
contractor for the building project.  J Hooker is currently working closely with our architect, St. Louis Design Alliance, to specify 
materials for the structural drawings necessary for the next steps.  You may see various flags and paint marking throughout the 
property as survey teams do their part.   
We have hired CEDC as the civil engineering firm to prepare our site development plan and design documents necessary to 
present to the Architectural Review Board of Town and Country for approval. Once approved, we will present the plans to Town 
and Country Planning and Zoning Committee for approval.  It is estimated that these steps should be completed by mid May and 
with any luck we will be breaking ground in June.  

Farewell to Associate Pastor Andrea Missey
Pastor Andrea preached her last sermon at 
Dayspring on Sunday, January 3, as she 
leaves us to return to teaching secondary 
school language arts. We will miss her and all 
the Missey family: Darrell, Rachel, Ella, Joy, 
and Carlina.

From Pastor Andrea: Dearest Dayspring, 
Many heart-felt thanks for the beautiful send-
off on January 3rd.  Your generous gifts and 
kind words overwhelmed me. You all will continue to hold a 
special place in my heart. As you continue to be in my prayers, 
my hope is that your response to God’s leading and vision 
empower you all the more to be the Church. 
With much love, Andrea



New Members 

Janice Barnes:  I am the Associate Director of Compliance and Data Management in 
Student Financial Services at Saint Louis University. I have been at SLU for 22 years. I live in 
Fenton with my rescued cat, Nala, who I am convinced is part cheetah and part dog. I enjoy 
baking, crocheting, volunteering and spending time with family, especially my 2 1/2 year old 
great niece Kari. I am so grateful to have found the community of Dayspring. What this 
church does everyday is so special.  Thank you for welcoming me into this community. 

Robert and Rebecca Ell: Robert is a native of Indiana and Rebecca is an 
Army brat with family in Mississippi. We met and were married in 
Alexandria, Virginia, in 2011, then moved to the St. Louis area two years 
ago. Robert is a cartographer (map maker) with the US Defense 
Department. Rebecca is a Program Manager for the US Department of 
Education. We both like to cook, read, explore the St. Louis Area, and 
enjoy traveling to different places. The places Robert has traveled include 
Baghdad, Iraq and North Africa. Rebecca lived in Kazakhstan for three 
years with the Peace Corps. We have both traveled to Germany and spent 
our honeymoon in Scotland. Robert likes playing video games. Rebecca 
likes to crochet, knit, and sew. 

Steve and Kate Hanch:  We have lived in O’Fallon, Missouri, for almost three 
years. Steve is a St. Louis area native, graduating from Parkway South High 
School and the University of Missouri. He works as the store manager at 
Northern Tool and Equipment in St. Peters. Kate is from Jefferson City, MO, is a 
PhD student in theology at Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary and was 
ordained into the ministry at Holmeswood Baptist Church in Kansas City, MO. 
We moved from Kansas City, Missouri, where we lived for four years. We enjoy 
cheering for Missouri sports teams, spending time with family and friends, and 
slowly exploring the St. Louis area. We are happy to be a part of Dayspring! 

Jr and Lisa Stover:  We are very excited to be members of Dayspring Church!  
After attending Dayspring with my parents, Virgil and Joyce Chirnside, we decided 
to join the church.  We live in Glendale with our two dogs, Russell & Annie.  Jr 
works for the Federal Reserve Bank and Lisa retired this year from teaching 34 
years in regular & special education.  We enjoy cooking, spending time with family 
& friends, and playing with our pups!  Thanks to everyone for making us feel so 
welcome! 

Norm and Linda Tooley:  We are both retired 
school administrators and spent many years in 
the Parkway School District.  We love to travel 
and visited over 50 countries before Norm's 
health issues forced us to stick closer to our 
home in Chesterfield. We share a love of 
reading, collecting art and spending time with 
family and friends. I (Linda) really enjoy 
technology and this allows me to keep up with a 
large extended family using Facebook and other 
social media. We have one adult daughter, Kim. 
who also lives in the St. Louis Area. 



Mission Offering
Our February Mission Offering is designated for Circle of Concern, which feeds over 2500 people a month and provides 
long-term and emergency assistance to low-income families living in western St. Louis County. Make your check out to 
Dayspring Baptist, designated for “Circle of Concern.” You may give all month. 

Circle of Concern
Present needs (no glass, please; place in the bins in the narthex): toilet paper, personal care products (shampoo, soap, 
shaving supplies, shower gel, etc.). 

White Cross
Anyone is invited to join the ladies of White Cross on Tuesday, February 2 and 16, at 10 a.m. for hands-on work for 
international and local missions. We work on quilt blocks, roller bandages, and stuffing pillows for 
surgical patients at Missouri Baptist Hospital.  

                           Gateway 180
Thanks to Dayspring’s generous donations of $1755 during the holiday season, Gateway 180 has 
used a portion of that gift to purchase a much-needed shop vac.  This will be a very helpful tool 
throughout the building. 

Thanks Dayspring for your care and concern for those that care for the homeless in St. Louis. 

Mission and Outreach

We Brought a Ball and Had a Ball 
January 23 

The women of Third Baptist Church, Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church, and 
Dayspring met at Third Baptist on Saturday morning, January 23,, to enjoy fellowship 
over a warm brunch, to learn more about our Area V missionaries and to experience 
hands-on projects that benefit our missionary hospital in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo.  We collected a variety of balls that will be delivered to Bethel Neighborhood 
Center in Kansas City, one of our home mission locations. 

Shirley Crenshaw had the group participate in sharing the history of White Cross.  The 
year 1827 was noted as the first time a request went out for supplies needed on the 
mission field.  Mrs. Jonathan Wade, a missionary in Burma needed school supplies 

and American Baptist women accepted the challenge.  Today White Cross continues providing much needed 
supplies around the world. 

We watched a short video from the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  
Last year American Baptist International Missions (ABIM) deployed Dr. Tim 
and Kathy Rice to that country.  Dr. Rice previously served on the faculty of 
St. Louis University Hospital and now he and his wife serve at the hospital 
in Vanga.  The images of the hospital clearly exposed the disparity of a 
modern American Hospital to the conditions in Africa.  The conversation 
about the needs on the mission field gave an urgency to the hands-on 
projects that followed: rolling bandages, cutting wrappers for sterilizing 
surgical instruments, cutting slings, as well as cutting fabric for use as 
surgical swabs.   
  .    
If you are on Facebook you can follow the Vanga Hospital at: https://
www.facebook.com/VangaEvangelicalHospital 



Mission Statement 
As followers of Jesus Christ, open in heart and 
mind, we are seeking God, practicing peace, 

creating community. 

Vision Statement 
We strive to love God with all of our heart, mind, 
soul, and strength--to know God through Christ’s 
life, teaching and enduring presence and through 

the grace of the Spirit to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. 

Core Values 
As a congregation, we are nurturing, prayerful, 

diverse, and hopeful. 

Adopted April 15, 2010 
Revised 2015

Your Church Staff:
Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist
Megan Roland, Administrative Assistant
Hannah Allee, Manna Director
Kathi Quigley, Nursery Coordinator
Julia Meckfessel, Nursery Assistant

Your Leadership Team:
Peggy Pittenger (Missions liaison)

President/Moderator
Terry Crow (Hospitality liaison)
Cathy Hartig (Worship liaison)
Sarah-Kate Sullivan (Spiritual Formation liaison)
John Boley (Stewardship liaison)

How to Reach Us:
Phone: 314-432-1960
Email: dayspringstl@gmail.com
Website: dayspringstl.com

   
     
   
   Like us on Facebook.

Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131
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