
Our Cup Overflows
by Pastor Chris Fillingham

 We are turning the page on another calendar year of ministry and worship at Dayspring. Before we move too 
quickly into 2016, let’s remember how much there is to celebrate and give thanks for what God has been doing among us 
in the last year.  

 Certainly the Generation to Generation campaign has significantly shaped our life this last year. We began 2015 
discussing the concerns about the Delmar House. The house has been slowly deteriorating for some time now, increasing 
in costs and decreasing its usability. Gradually it became clear that we need to replace the Delmar House. We began 
working with architects and consultants. Along the way, our Generation to Generation campaign became about so much 
more than building a building. It called us into a beautiful remembrance of our history and our mission. We were invited to 
give generously on behalf of past generations for the sake of future generations.  

 The response was inspiring. The people of Dayspring embodied both great generosity and great faith by making 
bold and beautiful pledges to this endeavor.  The Leadership Team will be bringing a recommendation on the next steps in 
the process this month. It’s exciting to anticipate how building these new tools for ministry will enable the ministry of 
Dayspring to flourish for years to come. 

 Of course, a church isn’t defined by the buildings it can build or the money it can raise. The essence of the church 
is the community that is being shaped into the likeness of Christ as it offers the life-giving presence of God to the world.  
Our community continued to change and grow in 2015. We had 11 new members join our church, representing 5 new 
families and 2 baptisms. Another teenager has announced his desire to be baptized and will be soaked in the sacred 
waters this coming February.  

 There are all kinds of ways that we have been seeking God and growing in Christ this year. We’ve had Community 
Groups, children and youth camps, an adult Prayer Retreat, and we’ve supported mothers and families in our MOPS 
ministry. We’ve had a variety of adult Sunday School classes and new developments in our children’s Sunday School. And 
most significantly, we’ve gathered weekly to worship God.  It’s in our worshiping life that we are gradually re-created by the 
Spirit of God. In silence and song, scripture and testimony, sermons and communion, we are put back together and 
reminded of what is most true.  

 The more whole in Christ we become, the more we continue to find ourselves drawn to share the life of God with 
the world around us.  In 2015, that happened in all kinds of ways. Once again, we sponsored the Covering House Race for 
Refuge, helping victims of human trafficking. Almost every week, a group of our members went to serve the homeless by 
volunteering at Gateway 180. We regularly volunteered and supported the International Ministry Food Pantry, serving the 
immigrant community of St. Louis. We supported the Circle of Concern through canned food drives. We partnered with 
Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church in our 5th Mission: Possible service day. This Advent, we committed ourselves to 
a deeper understanding of the homeless community in St. Louis. Along with this, we visited shut-ins, cared for the sick, 
made meals for one another, prayed for each other, mourned together and rejoiced together.  

 I could fill another page if I were to continue to list the many ways God has been using Dayspring to bless the 
world. There is much that is stirring among us as we begin 2016. And so, let me invite you into a holy wonder about what 
God might want to do in us and through us in the coming year. And together, let’s press on toward our high calling: As 
followers of Jesus Christ, open in heart and mind, we are seeking God, practicing peace, creating community.  

Grateful to Be Your Pastor, 
~Chris 
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Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 

9:30 
10:15 
10:45 
Noon

Prayer Service 
Sunday School 
Choir warm-up 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays Noon 
7:00 p.m.

Lectionary Lunch, Anniversary Hall 
Adult choir rehearsal, sanctuary

January at Dayspring
3 Sun. New Year’s Breakfast, 9:30 AM (no Sunday 

School). 
Farewell to Pastor Andrea during worship.

5 Tues. White Cross, 10 a.m., Anniversary Hall.

6 Wed. Lectionary Lunch resumes, noon. 
Choir rehearsal resumes, 7:00 p.m.

9 Sat. “Have a Ball”, 3rd Baptist (see pg. 4).

12 Tues. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers), 9:30 a.m. 
Leadership Team, 7 p.m.

16 Sat. Men’s Breakfast, 7:30 a.m., Dayspring.

17 Sun. Annual Meeting during worship. 
All-church lunch and business meeting, noon.

19 Tues. White Cross, 10 a.m., Anniversary Hall.

26 Tues. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers), 9:30 a.m.

January Birthdays 
1    Joanne Cuddeback 
2    Chris Waltz 
5    Hunter Husmann 
5    Megan Roland 
6    Sandy Minchow-Proffitt 
6    Kevin Sullivan 
8    Nancy Thompson 
10  Robert Ell 
13  Kate Hanch 
13  Ellie Vargo 
14  Paul Brown 
16  Joel Pittenger 
21  Marsha Hussung 
22  Dora Murphy 
27  Kris Coombes 

Our Averages in December: 
Sunday Worship  78 
Sunday School  39 
Wednesday lunch  15 

New Year’s Breakfast 
Sunday, Jan. 3, 9:30 

Our annual New Year’s Breakfast (pancakes, 
bacon, eggs, donuts, you name it!) will be on 
Sunday morning, Jan. 3, at 9:30. 

Lectionary Lunches  
Wednesdays, Noon-1:30 

Join us at noon each Wednesday for a tasty 
shared potluck lunch, followed by a lectionary-
based Bible study looking ahead to the following 
Sunday text.  We are finished by 1:30. All are 
welcome! We will resume on January 6. 

New Sunday School Class in January 
Men and women have been engaging in spiritual practices for centuries in 
search of their “true selves.” We know all too well the false self that, as Paul 
said, leads us to do the things we hate and not to do the good we want to do. 
In recent decades the Enneagram has become known as another tool for 

helping us to discover who we truly 
are, both in personality and in spirit. 

Jessi Fillingham will be leading a 
ten-week Sunday School class 
through the basics of the 
Enneagram with the help of 
Suzanne Stabile, an Enneagram 
master who will teach us each week 
through short videos. 

Please join us on our journey to our 
best selves, beginning January 
10th. 

New 2016 Church 
Directories Now Available 

Please pick up your new directories in the 
church narthex. You may also email the 
church office and request to have a PDF 
version emailed to you. 

We do have one correction. Pat Bushman’s 
address is now 7092 S. Outer Road, Apt 386, 
O’Fallon, MO 63368, phone 314-971-2023.



Important Information Regarding Your 2015 Pledge 
End	of	the	Year	Giving	

We would like to thank everyone for all their generosity throughout the year. As 2015 draws to a close, please 
keep in mind that your donations must be in the office or postmarked by December 31 to be included in your 2015 
charitable donations. 

Exciting IRA Rule Change 
IRA	Charitable	Rollover	Has	Been	Signed	Into	Law	

We want to share with you some exciting news. The U.S. Congress has given us all a wonderful gift! You can now 
easily give to Dayspring from your Individual Retirement Account (IRA). 

On December 18, Congress passed the PATH Act, making it easier for Americans who have reached age 70 ½ to 
give to causes they care about, like Dayspring’s ministry or our Generation to Generation Campaign. 

Individuals who have reached age 70 ½ can donate up to $100,000 to charitable organizations directly from their 
IRAs, without treating the distribution as taxable income. 

The PATH Act renews and makes permanent the IRA Charitable Rollover provision of 2006. This provision had 
expired and been temporarily renewed multiple times, causing uncertainty for donors and making it difficult to 
effectively manage finances and plan estates. 

Now the provision is permanent! It's a win-win-for Dayspring and for people who want to support us. 

With an IRA charitable rollover distribution, you can: 
¥ Avoid taxes on transfers of up to $100,000 from your IRA to Dayspring. 
¥ Satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year. 
¥ Reduce your taxable income, even if you do not itemize deductions. 
¥ Make a gift that is not subject to the 50% deduction limits on charitable gifts. 

How an IRA charitable rollover gift works: 
¥ Contact your IRA plan administrator to make a gift from your IRA to Dayspring Baptist Church. 
¥ Your IRA funds will be directly transferred to Dayspring’s general fund, or our Generation to Generation 

campaign depending on how you designate your funds. Please note that IRA charitable rollover gifts do 
not qualify for a charitable deduction. 

What a wonderful way to give! In order to take advantage of the provision of this law in 2015, you must complete 
your gift by December 31, 2015. 

Coming Attraction! 
You will soon have the option of making your donations to Dayspring electronically through the Church’s 
website. The Leadership Team is ironing out the last details and hopes to have this option on-line in the 
next month. Watch this space for further announcements!



Mission Offering
Our January Mission Offering is designated for St. Louis EnergyCare, which provides energy-related services and 
information for the low-income elderly, ill, disabled and families with young children in St. Louis City and County. 
Please make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for “St. Louis EnergyCare.” You may give all month. 

Circle of Concern
Present needs (no glass, please; place in the bins in the narthex): canned meat and fish, peanut butter, dried beans, 
canned pasta, boxed dinners, mac and cheese, canned soup. 

White Cross
Anyone is invited to join the ladies of White Cross on Tuesday, January 5 and 19, at 10 a.m. for hands-on work for 
international and local missions. We work on quilt blocks, roller bandages, and stuffing pillows for surgical patients at 
Missouri Baptist Hospital.  

Bring a Ball—Have a Ball!
The women of Third Baptist Church are reaching out to invite Dayspring and fellow ABC churches to a 
special White Cross event on Saturday morning, January 9th.  We will enjoy a light breakfast/brunch 
followed by time spent learning about White Cross.  There will be an opportunity for hands-on projects.  
As part of the event attendees are asked to bring a new ball (any size) which will be sent to one of our 
ABC Home Missions. To car pool or RSVP please contact the church office or 
peggypittenger@sbcglobal.net.

Mission and Outreach

Christmas at 
Dayspring

Singing carols at the 
Christmas Tea.

Manna playing “Pin the Baby 
on the Manger.”

mailto:peggypittenger@sbcglobal.net
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Generation to Generation Campaign Update: 
At the end of November, the Leadership Team shared with the congregation that we have approximately 
$914,000 in pledges toward our Generation to Generation Campaign, including the $350,000 from the 
Endowment. This is an incredible response!  

In December, the Leadership Team held a meeting with the Chair of the Building Team, Steve Lorberg; Chair of 
the Endowment Board, Jerry Brown; Co-Chairs of the Generation’s Steering Committee, Chuck Hussung and 
Ellie Vargo; our Treasure and Treasurer-elect, Rich Lusk and Chris Waltz; and our consultant, Allen Walworth. At 
this meeting, we discussed the various options and scenarios of how to best move forward in light of our 
pledges.  

The first week of January, the Leadership Team will be sending out a letter to the congregation with details about 
our recommendation. To summarize, we will be recommending that Dayspring move forward while slightly 
reducing the scope of the project. Specifically, we will recommend that we build the addition, while holding off on 
some of the renovations to the existing facility for a future capital campaign. This will help us reduce the overall 
cost, while still accomplishing our primary goal.   

It will require some additional funds. Following Jerry Brown’s recommendation, the Leadership Team will ask the 
congregation to approve the use of the remaining funds from the 75th Anniversary Fund in the Endowment as 
well as borrowing approximately $50,000 from other Endowment Funds. This approach honors both the original 
intention of these Endowment Funds as well as the generosity and pledges of the congregation to the 
Generation to Generation Campaign. Additional details and the formal recommendation will be included in the 
letter you will receive next week.  

On Sunday, January 17, we will hold a business meeting following worship to vote on this recommendation. We 
are excited about this great moment in the life of our church.  Together, we are able to honor the hopes and 
dreams of past generations for the sake of future generations.  

Our Church Dinners 
by Terry Crow, Leadership Team Hospitality Representative 

 With changes in caterers for 2015, additions of group events (potlucks, etc.), and liturgical events- we’ve 
revised the 2016 Monthly Dinners as presented below.  There’s always a chance this may change as the year 
develops, but plenty of notice should be made to members when and if schedule changes occur.  

The monthly sign up sheet (placed in the Narthex) helps us forecast how many persons we need meals for.  
Please make every effort to sign up before a scheduled meal so that we know if we will meet the 50+ attendee rate 
(our caterer gives us a discount for this) and how many children items he will need prepared.  

Please note that the pricing for meals is based on suggested pay amounts.  We never want members to 
avoid participation if they can’t pay the full amount.  New members always get their first meal free.   

One last thing, meal portions are usually big. Our current caterer has his employees serve, so if you don’t 
want as large of portion as they are serving, please tell them so and they will adjust for this.  

Anticipated Church Dinners:       2016 Donation/Cost: 

Adult- $11.00 
Child- $5.00 (12 and under) 
Family-$27.50 (with children 
under 18) 

January 17, catered 
February 21, catered 
March 24 (Maundy Thursday), catered 
April 17, catered 
May 22, box lunch by caterer 
June 19, pot luck

July 17, box lunch by caterer
August 21, pot luck
September 18, catered
October 16, catered
November 20, catered
December 18, catered



Mission Statement 
As followers of Jesus Christ, open in heart and 
mind, we are seeking God, practicing peace, 

creating community. 

Vision Statement 
We strive to love God with all of our heart, mind, 
soul, and strength--to know God through Christ’s 
life, teaching and enduring presence and through 

the grace of the Spirit to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. 

Core Values 
As a congregation, we are nurturing, prayerful, 

diverse, and hopeful. 

Adopted April 15, 2010 
Revised 2015

Your Church Staff:
Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor
Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist
Megan Roland, Administrative Assistant
Hannah Allee, Manna Director

Your Leadership Team:
Peggy Pittenger (Missions liaison)

President/Moderator
Terry Crow (Hospitality liaison)
Cathy Hartig (Worship liaison)
Sarah-Kate Sullivan (Spiritual Formation liaison)
John Boley (Stewardship liaison)

How to Reach Us:
Phone: 314-432-1960
Email: dayspringstl@gmail.com
Website: dayspringstl.com

   
     
   
Like us on Facebook 

Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131
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