
One Wild and Precious Life 
This month I spent a week with our middle school and high school students at Passport 
Camp. The theme of camp this year came from the Mary Oliver poem below. Each night 
at the end of worship we were asked, “What will you do with your one wild and precious 
life?”  

The more I heard the question, the more it worked on me. Certainly, our students need 
to be thinking about that question. Our deep hope is that they will know just how 
precious and beautiful their life is. I hope that as they grow they will live fully into the 
blessed wildness of it all.  

But the question isn’t just for teenagers. It’s for us all, whether we’re in our 30’s, 60’s, or 
80’s. This life we’ve been given is precious and wild, full of unexpected twists and turns. 
So maybe, whatever stage of life we’re in, we each need to hear Jesus asking us now, 
“What will you do with your one wild and precious life?” 

Embracing the Journey, 
~Chris 

“The Summer Day” 
by Mary Oliver 

Who made the world? 
Who made the swan, and the black bear? 
Who made the grasshopper? 
This grasshopper, I mean—  
the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 
the one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 
who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down— 
who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes. 
Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face. 
Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away. 
I don't know exactly what a prayer is. 
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down 
into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass, 
how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields, 
which is what I have been doing all day. 
Tell me, what else should I have done? 
Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon? 
Tell me, what is it you plan to do 
with your one wild and precious life? 
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Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:30 

10:45 
Noon

Sunday School 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Mondays 9:00 a.m. Volunteer group to Gateway 180

July at Dayspring
5 Tues. Church Office closed. 

Leadership Team meeting, 7 p.m.

6 Wed. Potluck lunch, noon, Anniversary Hall.

7 Thurs. Youth Fun Day, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

10 Sun. Service moved to Southern Union Missionary 
Baptist Church. See this page for details. 

Youth group, 5 p.m.

17 Sun. Church lunch following worship.

24 Sun. Manna Fun Day, noon. 

Youth group, 5 p.m.

28 Thurs. Youth Fun Day, 1-5 p.m.

29 Fri. Staff meeting, 8 a.m.

July Birthdays 
1   John Hussung 
2   Zaydn Williams 
4   Mike Roland 
7   Ringo Starr 
9   Erica Williams 
17 Marylee Baygents 
18 Kaitlyn Hartig 
18 Rich Lusk 
20 Jacob Dofing 
22 Mary Lea Eck 
24 Anne Allgood 
27 Cecelia Norris 

Potluck Lunch 
Wed., July 6 

If you’ve missed our 
weekly lectionary 
lunches this summer, 
come to our Wednesday 
potluck on July 6 at 
noon. Bring a dish to 
share.

Youth News! 
By Lyndsay Williams, Youth Minister 

This summer we are combining regular Sunday night youth group times and Thursday fun days! We have already 
had one of our youth group times as well as one of our fun days. For our first youth group time, we had a lesson/
discussion on community, followed by a communal time of water games and culminating in a water balloon fight! 
For our first Thursday Fun Day we went to Fitz’s in the loop and then enjoyed the air conditioning in the Science 
Center. We have more youth group and fun activity times to come 
this summer! On July 7th, the Hussungs have opened their pool to 
us for the afternoon! All of our Thursday fun days will leave from 
and return to church, and all youth group times will be at church. 
Please note the dates and times below. Our hope is that these 
times will foster community among our students as well as provide 
a consistent and intentional time for them to invite friends and 
grow in their relationships with God. If you have any thoughts or 
suggestions for either the Sunday youth group times or Thursday 
fun days or you would like to be involved, please let me know! My 
e-mail address is lyndsaywilliams10@gmail.com 
  

Youth Group:   Thursday Fun Days: 
July 10, 5-7 p.m.  July 7,   11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
July 24, 5-7 p.m.  July 28 , 1-5 p.m. 
Aug. 7, 5-7 p.m.  Aug. 4,   11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Our Averages in June: 
 Sunday Worship 80 
 Wednesday lunch 13 Worship on the Move! 

Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church 
Sunday, July 10 

Again this summer, we are gathering for Sunday 
worship with our sister congregation, Southern 
Union Missionary Baptist Church. We will travel 
to their church on Sunday, July 10. Worship is 
from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.  

We will provide nursery care at Dayspring for 
children 0-3rd grade. Meet at the church at 9:15 
if you would like to carpool down. The church is 
at 2701 Cole St, St. Louis, MO 63106.



Mission Offering
  
The July Mission Offering is designated for Care & Counseling, which provides support to area clergy and 
congregations and delivers more than 12,000 hours of affordable counseling, professional training and 
community education. Please make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for “Care & Counseling.” 

Plastic Bags for Haiti
A request from Peggy Pittenger: “I’m headed to Haiti on July 13th to help missionaries Laurie and Jules 
Casseus with their move.  He is retiring from the Christian University of Northern Haiti and will be moving off 
campus.  I have inquired what I can bring and so far the only packing material that is practical is plastic 
shopping  bags.  I would love to collect as many as will reasonably fit in my suitcase.” Please bring as many 
bags as you can to church by July 10. 

Circle of Concern
Food needs (no glass, please; place in the bins in the narthex): dry dinners, mac and cheese, canned pasta, 
canned meat. 

School Supplies: As school supplies go on sale, please consider picking up supplies for Circle of Concern 
School Supply Drive. A list of needs is posted in the narthex and will appear in a July worship guide. Please 
bring your donations to church by Sunday, July 31. 

Mission and Outreach

Family News 
Baby Dedication: Ellyn North, daughter of Sarah and Alex Norath, was 
dedicated on June 5. Ellyn is the great-granddaughter of Carolyn 
Harmon. 

Welcome: Lyndsay Williams has joined the church staff as our new Youth 
Minister.  Lyndsay is a native of North Carolina. She attended Furman University 
in Greenville, SC, and graduated with a BA in Music before meeting husband 
Darin. They moved to Fairview Heights, IL, in April of 2014, where Lyndsay 
began her Master’s of Divinity degree at Eden Theological Seminary in Webster 
Groves. She plans to graduate in the Spring of 2017. Her passion for teenagers 
began when she was in college and served as a Young Life leader and as a 
summer intern with her youth minister. She loves having the opportunity to 
witness students growth in their relationship and love for God. Her other interests 
include: sports, being outdoors, music, and card and board games. 

Farewell: Our nursery bid farewell to Julia Meckfessel and Kathi Quigley this 
month. We’re not completely sure when they started, but know that they were 
both in place in 2003! Thank you, Julia and Kathi, for many years of loving care 
for our children! 

New Address: Betty French has a new address. She is now living at Rosewood Care Center, 11278 Schuetz 
Road, St. Louis, MO 63146.  Her phone has remained the same: (314) 994-7244.



On Father’s Day, our annual Family Choir led the congregation in creating an exciting rain storm!

Supporting Pastor Fillingham’s  
Doctor of Ministry Studies 

By Chuck Hussung, chair of the Discernment Group 
Early this year, our pastor approached six members of the congregation to help him consider whether to pursue a 
Doctorate in Ministry. The members of this Discernment Group were Joan Barth, John Boley, Trish Crow, Joanne 
Cuddeback, Ellie Vargo, and I. We met three times, engaging in prayer and silence, attentive listening and purposeful 
conversation. At the end of the first and second meetings, we sent Chris away to get more details and to ponder new 
questions. We considered the decision from every angle we could think of and feel confident that Chris’s studies will 
be enriching for him and for Dayspring and that our congregational support for his studies will be a gift to the 
American Baptist Churches and the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and to the Kingdom of God at large. 
From the start it has struck me as a wondrous thing that Chris would ask us to be part of this decision. In a sense, it 
seemed as if in this context he was not leading our congregation but looking to us for help as any member might. The 
energetic give and take among the seven of us and the honesty and generosity I witnessed from all corners seemed 
a sign of genuine congregational health. I could not be more excited for Chris as he begins his studies or for us as his 
new insights and experiences start to overflow into our community. 

By Peggy Pittenger, church moderator 
In last month’s newsletter, you read of Pastor Chris’s desire to  further his education . Above is an article by Chuck 
Hussung, who led a group of Dayspring members that discussed this in more depth and detail with Chris.  With their 
consensus, the discussion was broadened to include the Leadership Team.  We, too, believe the goal is most worthy 
of our support.  In our July business meeting, the Leadership Team will be recommending that Dayspring adopt a 
mutual covenant with our pastor to make this possible. 
From a practical standpoint, we will be recommending that Dayspring use various available funds to pay for this 
program. Those funds include some of our currently budgeted funds (Pastoral expenses and Sabbatical Funds). We’ll 
also recommend using a portion of the Special Gifts fund, Memorial funds, and Surplus funds. Chris is also applying 
for available scholarships from CBF and George Fox University.  Additionally, we have already been approached by 
members who would like to contribute to the costs of Chris’s program. We've set up a fund to receive those 
contributions from anyone who would like to give, though there will be no active campaign for funds. 
Beyond the monetary support, we hope to be sensitive to the time required for this endeavor.  We are encouraging 
Chris to delegate some of his current responsibilities. Consequently, we may be asked to step up to help as Chris will 
have to adjust some of his current activities.  We also want to be sensitive to his family’s needs during this time. 
As we support Chris in this endeavor, Chris is making a covenant with us. It is his intention to stay at Dayspring 
throughout the duration of this program and immediately following.  
You will hear more details of this covenant during the next Business Meeting scheduled for Sunday, July 17th. 



Our 2016 Graduates 

Kaylin Dofing, daughter of Rachel Dofing and Jim Dofing, graduated in May from Hazelwood West High School. 
She will be attending Missouri State University in Springfield in the fall. 

Kaitlyn Hartig, daughter of Mat and Cathy Hartig, graduated in May from St. Louis University with a Masters in 
Occupational Therapy. She is finishing her clinical at the VA Hospital and will be taking her boards later this 
summer. Then she will be looking for a job in August. 

Eric Husmann, son of Cathy and Mat Hartig, graduated in January from Colorado School of Mines with a Chemical 
Engineering degree. He is currently doing a six-month internship at Imerys in San Jose, CA, and will be finished 
and looking for a job at the end of August. 

Michael Lorberg, son of Dana and Steve Lorberg, graduated in May from John Burroughs High School.  He will be 
attending the Engineering School at Washington University in the fall. 

Hannah Proffitt-Allee graduated in May from Drury University. She earned a Masters in Communication, with an 
emphasis in non-profits (this is really ironic if you think about it). 

Rachel, Jacob, Emily, Kaylin Dofing, Bob Lundgren

Eric Husmann

Cathy, Kaitlyn, Mat Hartig

Hannah and Elim Proffitt-Allee

Steve, Matthew, Michael, Dana Lorberg



Your Church Staff:
Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist
Hannah Allee, Manna Director
Lyndsay Williams, Youth Minister
Megan Roland, Administrative Assistant

Your Leadership Team:
Peggy Pittenger (Missions liaison)

President/Moderator
  Nancy Norath (Hospitality liaison)

Cathy Hartig (Worship liaison)
Sarah-Kate Sullivan (Spiritual Formation liaison)
John Boley (Stewardship liaison)

How to Reach Us:
Phone: 314-432-1960
Email: dayspringstl@gmail.com
Website: dayspringstl.com

Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131

Do you have juicy news for the 
Newsletter?  

Send an email to the church 
office or to Marsha Hussung 

(hussungs@gmail.com)
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