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Brunch and Worship:  
A Holy Day of Incarnation 

  
 The Christmas story is about a mystery we call The Incarnation. God slips into skin. God becomes personal 
and present in a human being. If the story of Christmas teaches us anything, it’s that physical presence matters. A 
touch, a smile, voices, hugs, a pat on the back, a shared table, eating, conversation… all of those very human 
things we do in our life can be sacramental. That is, they can bring us the presence of Christ. You see, the 
incarnation didn’t end with Jesus. It was just getting started.  
 The church is the mystical body of Christ, which is a way of saying that we now become the incarnation of 
Christ to one another. When we embrace one another, we are offering the embrace of Christ. When we share a 
meal together, we are at the table with the presence of Christ.  When we enter one another’s homes, we encounter 
the very personal and holy hospitality of Christ.  
 And so, we’re going to practice that in a unique way this year. Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday, and that 
gives us the chance to be a little creative. Rather than coming together in the morning for worship and then again in 
the evening for our Christmas Eve service, we’re going to practice incarnation with one another. My hope is that the 
holy day of Jesus’ birth will become a holy day of Incarnation for us all.  Sunday morning, December 24th, we are 
inviting everyone to participate in potluck brunches in one another’s homes, rather than gathering at 1001 
Municipal Center Drive. It’s not something less than worship, but it may be something more.   
 Imagine, you wake up and get your house ready for the 8-12 people headed your way. There’s no cooking 
for the host, because everyone will bring a dish to share.  There’s a different kind of energy in the air for you and 
your family. Someone’s coming to our house. Is it Christ? 
 Or imagine you wake up that Sunday morning, and make an egg casserole, or maybe you don’t make 
anything at all. You decide to pick up donuts on the way. You get to this person’s house that you worship with 
regularly. You ring the doorbell. Today you’re going to encounter them in a new way.  They open the door and 
welcome you in… and in their welcome you feel the warmth of Christ. 
 Once everyone is there, you read a scripture. Maybe you sing a carol for your blessing. Then everyone fills 
their plates. It’s crowded. You’re bumping into one another. You’re laughing. You’re nervous. You’re passing plates. 
And in all this, you’re not just rubbing shoulders, your spirits are intermingling. You’re not just filling your stomachs, 
you’re filling your hearts.  
 After breakfast ends, there’s another reading… maybe another carol. You look around at those in the room 
and remember how grateful you are for each sacred life gathered with you.  
 Then, you say goodbye, but only for a few hours. The rest of Sunday is spent making your last-minute 
preparations. Before you know it, it’s time to get in the car again. This time you make that familiar drive back to 
Dayspring. This time you gather with the whole community to hear our sacred story, to light a candle, to be still and 
open for the mystery that comes to us in the silent night.  
 I know this is a bit new, and maybe feels uncomfortable for you. But I hope you will enter fully into this day. 
Brunch and Worship: A Holy Day of Incarnation. Live into the mystery. 
  
 With Holy Anticipation, 
 ~Pastor Chris 



Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:30 

10:45 
Noon

Sunday School 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays 10:30 
7:00

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
Adult Choir rehearsal, sanct.

December at Dayspring
2 Sat. Parent’s Night Out, 5-10 p.m.

3 Sun. First Sunday of Advent. 
Manna and Youth, 5-7 p.m.

10 Sun. Second Sunday of Advent. 
Evening of Merriment, 5-7 p.m., Anniv. Hall.

12 Tues. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 9:30-11:30.

16 Sat. Christmas Tea, 2-4 p.m., at Carolyn Harmon’s.

17 Sun. Third Sunday of Advent. 
Church lunch, noon. 
Manna and youth, 5-7 p.m.

19 Tues. White Cross, 10 a.m., Anniversary Hall. 
Leadership Team, 6 p.m.

24 Sun. Christmas Eve, NO regular morning service. 
Brunch and Worship in homes. 
Service of carols and candlelight, 5 p.m.

25-27 M-W Church Office closed for Christmas.

December  Birthdays   
1    Michael Lorberg 
6    Zak Minchow-Proffitt 
8    Nancy Norath 
9    Dean Stewart 
10  Cathy Hartig 
10  Darin Williams 
19  Terry Minchow-Proffitt 
21  Mara Crow 
23  Bianca Daloco Panattoni 
23  Brad Summa 
25  Elijah Fillingham 
26  DeMarvia Williams 

New Year’s Breakfast Buffet 
Sunday, January 7 

Our annual New Year’s Breakfast (pancakes, bacon, 
eggs, donuts, you name it!) will be on Sunday 
morning, Jan. 7, at 9:30 a.m. We will not have 
Sunday school. 

No Lectionary Potluck Lunch  
Or Men’s Breakfast  in December 

Our December Activities 
Evening of Merriment, Sunday, Dec. 10, 5-7 p.m. 
To celebrate the cold weather and our new children’s space, we will have a soup cook-off and construct Christmas 
ornaments to decorate the tree in Anniversary Hall at the entrance to the children’s wing. Brush up on your 
favorite soup recipe and be ready! (There might be a prize…..) 

Christmas Tea, Saturday, Dec. 16, 2-4 p.m. 
The annual Christmas Tea will be held at the home of Carolyn Harmon (206 Grand Banks Ct, Chesterfield, 
63017). All women and daughters of Dayspring are invited. We will take up a love gift offering for our missionaries. 

Christmas Lunch, Sunday, Dec. 17, noon 
Our all-church lunch will be in Anniversary Hall after church. Pease make reservations with the church office. 

Christmas Eve Brunches, Sunday, Dec. 24, morning 
In lieu of our morning worship, sign up to share a Christmas Eve potluck brunch with a small group of 
Dayspringers in individual homes. 

Christmas Eve Service, Sunday, Dec. 24, 5 p.m. 
Meet in the sanctuary at 5 p.m. for a beautiful service of candlelight and carols.



Manna waits for the Light
The Manna kids learned about Isaiah sharing comfort and the news 
of freedom with the Israelites in Isaiah 40:1-11 this past Sunday. They 
talked about hope and the patience of waiting through difficult or hard 
times. They made these fall candles as a reminder that even though 

life doesn't last forever (like leaves), God's 
love does and that 
we find hope as 
we wait for 
the light (like a 
candle) of Jesus' 
birth. 

Gratitude for Parent’s Night 
Out 

A few times a year Dayspring hosts a Parent’s Night Out to 
help support healthy marriages and young families. We 
keep hearing how meaningful this ministry is to so many 
young families who are participating. Dayspring partially 
supports this ministry through our budget. So, we wanted 
to share with you some of the feedback we’ve heard in 
recent months: 

We can’t say enough good things about Parent’s Night Out 
and how thankful we are to have these nights! Our kids 
had a blast and absolutely loved it! It gave us the rare 
chance to go out to eat together. We have no family in the 
area at all, and these days to pay a babysitter to be away 
for a few hours you end up paying more than it costs to get 
a dinner out. We are so beyond thankful for this 
opportunity to be able to have a few hours alone together!! 

 ~ Luke and Carolyn Crump 

My husband and I rarely have the opportunity for a date 
night. We don't have family nearby or a regular babysitter 
to call. The Parent's Night Out at Dayspring gave us our 
first date night in over 6 months! It was a great night for us 
to enjoy each other's company and try a new restaurant 
out. When we picked up our son afterwards, he was all 
smiles and had a great time. We are very grateful for the 
sacrifice of your church members hosting the evening. 
Looking forward to the next one! 

 ~ Melissa Reker 

Parent’s Night Out 
Saturday, Dec. 2 

5-10 p.m. 

It’s a pajama party for the kids, and an evening out 
for the parents. 

Children will enjoy a pizza dinner, craft, and a movie. 
Parents can get some Christmas shopping done. 

Cost: 
$15 for first child 

$10 for each additional child 
$35 family maximum. 

To register your children contact the church office: 
314-432-1960 

DayspringSTL@gmail.com 
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New Members 
Luke and Carolyn Crump live in St. Peters with their children, 
Parker and Hunter, and are also expecting a baby girl (Mia) due in 
March of 2018. Luke grew up in northwest Missouri in the small 
town of Gilman City and Carolyn grew up on the west side of 
Indianapolis in Brownsburg, Indiana.  They met at the University 
of Missouri-St. Louis where Carolyn played volleyball in college 
and Luke was an Assistant Coach for the Men's Basketball team.  
They lived in Massillon, Ohio, for the past five years where they 
had lots of life changes. Pastor Chris married them in Indiana 
back in 2013 and then both of their children were born in Ohio in 
2014 and 2016. The Crumps just recently moved back to the St. 
Louis area in June. Luke is now a Salesman at Trinity Products 
and Carolyn is an HR Consultant at UniGroup, Inc.  They enjoy 
sports, playing outside with the kids, and spending time with 
family and friends. Carolyn and Luke attended Dayspring prior to 
moving to Ohio and are thrilled to be back to their church family! 

Family News 
With thanks from Carolyn Merkel: “Dayspring Church family, thank you so much for the prayer. Both Kathleen 
and I have been so overwhelmed by the support we have received from Dayspring. I really don’t know how to put 
into words what this has meant to us. I truly hope the surgeries and treatments are all behind me now and we can 
start to participate not only in the church, but in life. Thank you all for being who you are.” 

Former member Lois Eason passed away on October 30 at the age of 94. She was married for 67 years to the 
late Leo Eason, who died in 2016. Lois taught high school math for many years and was an avid birder. 

Parker and Hunter were dedicated 
during worship on Nov. 19.

Fall Youth & Family Retreat 
Fun

Five Dayspring families participated in the Fall Youth 
and Family Retreat November 10-12. The theme, 
Rhythm of Life, gave them lots of opportunities for 
some quality family time in a fun and relaxed 
environment! Activities included bumper balls, Gaga 
ball, nine square, archery, bonfires with s’mores, and 
more. 



Mission Offering
  
Our December Mission Offering is designated to support Gateway 180, the largest 24-hour emergency housing 
organization in Missouri. It is a valuable resource for women, children, and families experiencing the unimaginable 
burden of homelessness. Gateway 180 provides safe, nurturing emergency shelter and supportive housing 
services designed to empower adults and families to become independent and permanently housed. 

Please make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for “Gateway 180.” You may give all month. 

Circle of Concern
As we look towards December and Christmas, please help Circle of Concern provide full holiday meals to those in 
need. 

Food Items: (no glass, please; place in the bins in the narthex): 
Cornbread Mix/Biscuit Mix, Stuffing mix, Canned Fruit, Dessert Mix (cake/cobbler mix, canned pumpkin or 
pie filling), Broth or Cream Soup  

Non-food Items: new winter gloves and hats, new unwrapped toys for children to age 18. 

The Goods Head to Hungary
  
From Jon Good: “It is exciting to share that we will arrive in Hungary at the end of November. We have so much for 
which to be thankful. God has been faithful in our partnership building and you, our partners, have been 
supportive, generous, and prayerful. We praise the Lord for being on mission together with you. Thank you for your 
many prayers, notes of encouragement, financial gifts, and amazing Commissioning service. Our gratitude for you 
can only be matched by the joy we feel in having the opportunity to join with our Hungarian brothers and sisters to 
tell all about this new life in Christ. 
 
“We treasure your continued prayers and support as we begin this new 
ministry. Specifically, please pray: 

 •  for smooth packing and travel, including correct documentation for  
                our dog, Pepper. 
 •  that Rachel, Sarah, Elizabeth, and Andrew transition well. 
 •  for a house that feels like home in Hungary. 
 •. that we will find joy in language learning.” 

Mission and Outreach

Our Averages in October:
 Worship  102 
 Sunday school 32

Coming up in January 
A Month of Grace & Prayer:  
a Retreat in Everyday Life 

Jan. 14-Feb. 10 
Take the next step on your spiritual journey by 
participating in this unique prayer opportunity. 
More details to come! 

Important Reminder 
Regarding

Financial Giving
Please remember than any financial 
gifts to the church must be received 
IN THE OFFICE by Friday, 
December 29, at 3 p.m. in order to 
be deductible on your 2017 tax 
return.

The church office will be closed 
Monday-Wednesday, Dec. 25-27, for 
the Christmas holiday.



Your Church Staff:
Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister
Lyndsay Williams, Youth Minister
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist
Hannah Allee, Manna Director
Valerie Strate, Administrative Assistant
Brenda Hamm, Nursery Director
Katie Schultz, Nursery Assistant

Your Leadership Team:
Trisha Crow (Worship liaison)

President/Moderator
Joan Barth (Hospitality liaison)
Jr Stover (Missions liaison)
Kate Hanch (Spiritual Formation liaison)
Joanne Cuddeback (Stewardship liaison)

How to Reach Us:
Phone: 314-432-1960
Email: dayspringstl@gmail.com
Website: dayspringstl.com

   Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131
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