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The Slow Work of God 
by Pastor Chris Fillingham 

 It’s been fun to drive up to the church every day this week and see progress on our new addition: 
steel beams going up, walls being framed in, a second floor laid out. You look at what’s coming together 
and the natural response is to think, “Wow, they got a lot done this week!”  It sure looks that way.  
 The truth is, we’ve got a lot done just about every week for the last 2 years on this project. It was 
January 2015 when the Leadership Team first started working on this possibility. For the last few years 
there have been only a few months where you could “see” the work taking place. Most of it has been in the 
background. It’s now been a whole year since the congregation officially gave the green light to move 
forward with the building. Again, most of the time it hasn’t looked like much was happening. Of course there 
was, you just couldn’t see it. It took patience, diligence, hope, trust, and more work.  
 The same is true in our spiritual lives. Most of the time you can’t “see” anything. There are not 
tangible “results” that can be measured in a month’s time. In fact, it may look like nothing at all is taking 
place. And then one day, suddenly there is a burst of light that surprises us all. “Wow! Something really 
happened this week,” we tell ourselves. But the truth is, something is always happening when we’re 
committed to the long, slow work of our relationship with God.  
 A friend from my Doctorate of Ministry cohort shared a writing with us this week to that affect. And 
so, today, I’m sharing it with you: 

Above all, trust in the slow work of God. 
We are quite naturally impatient in everything 
to reach the end without delay. 
We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 
We are impatient of being on the way to something 
unknown, something new. 
And yet it is the law of all progress 
that it is made by passing through 
some stages of instability— 
and that it may take a very long time. 
 
And so I think it is with you; 
your ideas mature gradually—let them grow, 
let them shape themselves, without undue haste. 
Don’t try to force them on, 
as though you could be today what time 
(that is to say, grace and circumstances 
acting on your own good will) 
will make of you tomorrow. 
 
Only God could say what this new spirit 
gradually forming within you will be. 
Give Our Lord the benefit of believing 
that his hand is leading you, 
and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself 
in suspense and incomplete. ~ by Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5387.Pierre_Teilhard_de_Chardin
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5387.Pierre_Teilhard_de_Chardin


Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:30 

10:15 
10:45 
Noon

Sunday School 
Choir warm-up 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays 10:30 
Noon 

7:00

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
Potluck lunch/Bible study  
      (1st and 3rd Wed. each month) 
Choir rehearsal in the sanctuary

 February at Dayspring
1 Wed. Lectionary Lunch & Bible study, Noon.

4 Sat. Courageous Conversations, noon, Antioch 
Baptist Church.

5 Sun. Manna and Youth, noon-2 p.m., Anniv. Hall. 
Enneagram class, noon-2 p.m., Delmar H. 

Parent meeting, 2 p.m., Anniv. Hall.

7 Tues. White Cross, 10 a.m., Anniversary Hall.

11 Sat. Parent’s Night Out, 5:30-10 p.m., Anniv. Hall.

14 Tues. MOPS, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

15 Wed. Lectionary Lunch & Bible study, Noon.

18 Sat. Men’s Breakfast, 7:30 a.m., Second Baptist. 

Linus Project Make-a-Blanket Day, 
9:30-11:30 a.m. in Anniversary Hall.

19 Sun. Church lunch, noon. 

Manna and Youth, 5-7 p.m., Anniv. Hall. 
Enneagram class, 5-7 p.m., Delmar House

21 Tues. Leadership Team, 6 p.m.

25 Sat. International Food Pantry.

28 Tues. MOPS, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

Potluck Lunch & Bible Study 
Wed., Feb. 1, 15 

Join us for our ongoing Lectionary Lunches, 
usually held the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each 
month! Lunch is at noon and Bible study from 
12:45-1:30. Bring a dish to share. 

Church Lunch, Sunday, Feb. 19 
Our monthly all-church lunch will be on the 19th  
after church. Please help our caterer by making 
lunch reservations.

Men’s Breakfast, Sat., Feb. 18 
Join the men of Dayspring and Second Baptist on 
Feb. 18 at Second Baptist, 7:30 a.m 

Make-a-Blanket, Sat., Feb. 18 
The winter Linus Project Make-a-Blanket Day will 
be held at Dayspring on Saturday, Feb. 18, from 
9:30 -11:30 a.m. This is a family-friendly event. 
Come join the fun! Donated supplies are 
available. See Joanne Cuddeback for more 
information. 

Ash Wednesday Services 
March 1, Noon & 6:15 p.m. 

We will be observing the beginning of Lent on Ash 
Wednesday, March 1.  Two services, at noon and 
again at 6:15 p.m., will hopefully give you a 
chance to participate.

Our Average Attendance in December: 
Sunday Worship      87 

  

February  
Birthdays 

8    Mat Hartig 
9    Margo Maxey 
9    Stephanie Allee 
10  Mary Schnitzius 
10  Linda Tooley 
12  Mary Montani 
17  Rachel Dofing 
23  Steve Hanch 

“Courageous Conversations” 
Saturday, Feb. 4, noon 

Antioch Baptist Church 
2401 Annie Malone Drive 

Join us in our second opportunity for white and black congregations 
to gather, share a meal together, and participate in a “Courageous 
Conversation” around race. We will begin with a light lunch at noon, 
followed by a “Courageous Conversation” on prejudice and racism. 

Courageous Conversations is hosted jointly by Dayspring Baptist 
Church, Third Baptist Church, Second Baptist Church, Antioch 
Baptist Church, and Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church. 



Construction	Update	
Steve	Lorberg	

Great News!  We are finally seeing some progress on the long awaited addition.  The steel framing is up on the first 
floor and the construction is back on schedule.  The next couple of months will bring a flurry of activity and almost 
daily changes to the structure.  We are anticipating a late spring completion date with minimal disruptions to Sunday 
church service and our various other activities. Watch for pictures on the Dayspring Facebook page! 

Parent’s Night Out 
Saturday, Feb. 11 

5:30-10:00 p.m. 
It’s the weekend before Valentines Day, a perfect time to leave your children in a safe and welcoming environment 
and go out for some romantic time together!  Sign your children up now for the Dayspring Parent’s Night Out. 

The evening Includes a pizza dinner, crafts, activities, and will end with a movie. 

Cost is $15 for the first child, $10 for each additional child, with a family max of $35 for the night. 

Register your children by contacting the office or with the sign-up sheet in the Narthex on Sunday.

From Our City Missionaries 
Sasha & Mira Zivanov 

Bosnian Outreach & Family Food Pantry 

(Bosnian Outreach and Family Food Pantry is supported by Kirkwood Baptist Church. Each Saturday food is 
distributed to families as an outreach ministry to the Bosnian community in south St. Louis.  Volunteers from 

Dayspring serve every eight weeks to pick up and deliver food.) 

To our dear family Dayspring Baptist Church: 

We're very grateful for your involvement in our ministry. It's always good to have you on our side either 
financially or with prayers—we can only say THANK YOU. We would like to mention the generous gift 
we got from you and all we can say is it came at the right time. 

Please continue to pray for us. Right now we are dealing with many questions about the situation in this 
country. 
People we are  working  with (refugees) are scared about things they see on the news and they are 
coming to us looking for answers. We really need God's wisdom to be ready to talk to them and answer 
their questions. 

Thanks again for all you do. 

God bless, Sasha and Mira 

Family News 
Don Johnson, age 98, died on January 3, 2017, in Branson West, MO. Don and his wife of 75 years, Orpha, were 
long-time members of Delmar/Dayspring where Don was a fixture in the bass section of the choir. The family has 
asked that memorials be made to Dayspring in Don’s name. If you wish to send your condolences to Orpha, please 
contact the church office for her address.



Mission Offering 
  

Our February Mission Offering is designated for Circle of Concern, which feeds over 2500 people a month and 
provides long-term and emergency assistance to low-income families living in western St. Louis County. Please 
make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for “Circle of Concern.” You may give all month.  

Circle of Concern Food Pantry 
Food needs (no glass, please; place in the bins in the narthex): canned soup, canned chili or stew, diapers of 
all sizes, shampoo, bar soap. 

Updates on Dr. Steve and Nancy James in Haiti 
Dr. Steve James, our ABC/CBF missionary to Northern Haiti, recently wrote a 
reference manual entitled Introduction to Servant Leadership for Health Care 
Organizations in Haiti.  It outlines a practical plan to "reorganize work 
environments into a more inclusive and collaborative format that invites 
everybody to follow the way of Jesus by being servants of one another."  This 
was written as a result of his many years of experience in health care in Haiti 
and is based on observations that "many good people ended up quitting their 
work or burning out due to an inability of good leaders and staff to work 
together through their difficulties."  This observation led him to take a Master’s 
course in organization leadership to deepen his understanding of the business 
aspect of health care. 

Instead of the traditional, top-down leadership style, James says, "Jesus is calling us to have a completely 
different mindset where we freely choose to become servants of each other.  When that happens, then we 
change our environment and organizations and how we make decisions together." 

Steve's research shows that the servant leadership model for health care organizations helps provide better 
patient care while improving staff morale and efficiency, decreasing waste and increasing profits. It also helps 
remove spiritual roadblocks of anger, fear and unforgiveness and clears the way for healing love to flow into the 
workplace. 

Creating this model for Haiti was a particular challenge, given the country's history of slavery, Steve says. 
"Haitians tend to equate servanthood with slavery. But Jesus is saying, 'I'm going to take your slave history and 
I'm going to give you an agenda that takes you right to the cross, where we'll take up our cross of servanthood 
and sacrifice our own egos to love our neighbors and God.' That's where we need to go." 
  
"There is a groundswell of interest starting to bubble up," says James. "Ultimately, we hope to build organizations 
and help bring value where people feel like Jesus is actually in this place because of how people are [serving] 
together. It's that type of exciting possibility we see for Haiti's future!" 

Synopsis of : International Ministries Newsletter, Nov. 21, 2016, by Roger Amerman, contributing writer 

Mission and Outreach

Are You Seeing Everything??

The Dayspring Facebook page is busy these day, posting pictures, 
updates, and interesting news. Are you seeing them?  If you aren’t 
interacting regularly with our page by liking or sharing our posts, FB will 
assume you are no longer interested and we will no longer appear in 
your FB feed. 

We don't want you to miss anything! Be sure you are following our page and like all of our posts to keep them 
showing up. Share our posts as well so that your friends can see what your church is up to! Just ask the staff or 
church office if you need help finding us on Facebook. 



Your Church Staff:
Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister
Lyndsay Williams, Youth Minister
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist
Hannah Allee, Manna Director
Valerie Strate, Administrative Assistant
Brenda Hamm, Nursery Director
Katie Schultz, Nursery Assistant

Your Leadership Team:
Trisha Crow (Worship liaison)

President/Moderator
Nancy Norath (Hospitality liaison)
John Boley (Stewardship liaison)
Kate Hanch (Spiritual Formation liaison)
Jr Stover (Missions liaison)

How to Reach Us:
Phone: 314-432-1960
Email: dayspringstl@gmail.com
Website: dayspringstl.com

   Newsletter   edited by Marsha Hussung

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131

Sometimes you just have to take charge!
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