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Looking Backward; Looking Forward 
by Pastor Chris Fillingham 

 We are turning the page of the calendar on our ever-unfolding journey of life and faith together. As we do, 
my heart is warmed by the fullness of life that has been stirring at Dayspring in this last year.  
 Our spiritual lives have been stretched in a number of significant ways this year. Camps and retreats 
continued to open us to God in our lives.  We baptized Matthew Lorberg and Noelle Fillingham, and we celebrated 
Ellyn Norath’s baby dedication.  We worshiped out on the Labyrinth last spring and played together at our bonfire 
this fall. We also enjoyed having Dan Rubright on guitar in worship with us monthly due to a special gift given to 
our music ministry.   
 Back in January, many were introduced to the Enneagram for the first time, a tool that has helped us to 
better understand our unique personality and spirituality. The response was so strong we had another weekend 
class in August and are now in the midst of a deeper exploration this fall in the Sunday evening “Journey to the 
Enneagram” class.  
 This year we’ve seen several new faces in worship, children and adults.  Our Manna children’s ministry has 
doubled in size from last year, and our MOPS ministry to young moms is ministering to more young families than 
ever.  
 Last January also marked the official decision by the congregation to build a new addition to our building, 
adding children and youth ministry space, new offices, and a prayer chapel. Slowly and steadily that project has 
been moving forward. We broke ground in August and have watched as the foundation was poured.  
 This year we’ve also had several new staff members join us. Lyndsay William joined our staff team as our 
first dedicated Youth Minister in recent years. Brenda Hamm became our new Nursery Director. It has been a 
delight to watch them both bring new ideas and energy into those areas of ministry.  
 Dayspring has also continued to reach out into the world, practicing peace, dreaming God’s vision of 
healing and hope. We’ve had groups of people continually serving at Gateway 180 homeless shelter and the 
International Food Pantry throughout the year. We sent a small group to West Virginia once again this year. We’ve 
also continued to grow in our relationship with Southern Union Missionary Baptist, worshiping and serving along 
side them as co-workers in Christ. Together we’re asking hard questions about race through our “Courageous 
Conversations.” 
 Looking forward, my excitement is stirring. There are already several things on the horizon for 2017 that I’m 
eagerly anticipating. For example, the Leadership Team has put together a committee to help Dayspring begin to 
have an open and honest dialogue about our church’s relationship to people who identify as part of the LGBTQ 
community. I’m looking forward to exploring the scriptures, asking hard questions, hearing personal stories, and 
challenging ourselves to productive and meaningful conversation. 
 In 2017 we are also looking to a new relationship that will be developing with a young ABC missionary 
family, Rev. Dr. Jon and Amanda Good. The Goods are in the process of raising support to go to Hungary. 
Dayspring has for a long time supported ABC/International Ministries in a general way. However, this is the first 
time we will also be financially supporting a specific ABC missionary. It’s our hope to build a closer relationship with 
the Goods and eventually to make a trip to Hungary to support their ministry first hand.        
             (cont. on p. 2) 



Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:30 

10:15 
10:45 
Noon

Sunday School 
Choir warm-up 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays 10:30 
Noon 

7:00

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
Potluck lunch/Bible study  
      (1st and 3rd Wed. each month) 
Choir rehearsal

 January at Dayspring
3 Tues. Church office closed.

4 Wed. NO Lectionary Lunch and Bible study. 
Choir rehearsal resumes, 7 p.m.

7 Sat. Outreach meeting, 10 a.m., Lorbergs’ home.

8 Sun. New Year’s Breakfast, 9:30 a.m. 
NO Sunday School 
Manna and Youth, 5-7 p.m. 
Enneagram class, 5-7 p.m.

10 Tues. MOPS, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Leadership Team, 6 p.m.

15 Sun. Joint ABC service, 5 p.m., Third Baptist.

17 Tues. White Cross, 10 a.m., Anniversary Hall.

18 Wed. Lectionary Lunch & Bible study, Noon.

19 Thurs. Outreach meeting, 9:30 a.m., Dayspring.

21 Sat. Men’s Prayer Breakfast, 7:30 a.m., Dayspring

22 Sun. Church lunch, business meeting, noon. 
Manna and Youth, 5-7 p.m. 
Enneagram class, 5-7 p.m.

24 Tues. MOPS, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

Potluck Lunch & Bible Study 
Wed., January 18 

Join us for our ongoing Lectionary Lunches, 
usually held the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each 
month! Lunch is at noon and Bible study from 
12:45-1:30. Bring a dish to share. 

Church Lunch & Annual Meeting 
Sunday, Jan. 22 

Our monthly all-church lunch will be on the 22nd  
after church. The annual meeting will follow. 
Please help our caterer by making lunch 
reservations.

Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday, Jan. 21 

The joint men’s prayer breakfast resumes this 
month. Join the men of Dayspring and Second 
Baptist on Jan. 21 at Dayspring, 7:30 a.m. 

Joint ABC Service 
Sunday, Jan. 15, 5 p.m. 

The ABC churches of the St. Louis area are 
planning a joint service at Third Baptist to coincide 
with Martin Luther King weekend. Stay tuned for 
more information.

Our Average in December: 
 Sunday Worship   84 
  

January Birthdays 
1    Joanne Cuddeback 
2    Chris Waltz 
5    Hunter Husmann 
5    Megan Roland 
6    Sandy Minchow-Proffitt 
6    Kevin Sullivan 
8    Nancy Thompson 
10  Robert Ell 
13  Kate Hanch 
13  Ellie Vargo 
14  Paul Brown 
16  Joel Pittenger 
19  Lyndsay Williams 
21  Marsha Hussung 
22  Dora Murphy 
27  Kris Coombes 

(FILLINGHAM, continued from p. 1)  

 This coming year we will also be moving into our new building addition, 
made possible by the ongoing gifts to the Generation-to-Generation campaign. This 
space will give us new tools for ministry.  I’m prayerfully curious about how God 
might call us to use these tools to bless the community around us. What is clear, the 
burden of the deteriorating Delmar house will be behind us, and we will be invited to 
dream God’s dream for the future of Dayspring.  

 Looking backward and forward, I continue to be grateful to be part of 
Dayspring with you. Thank you for all you do to make the ministry of this church 
possible. 

 With deep gratitude, 
 Pastor Chris 



Dayspring	Annual	Meeting	
Trisha	Crow,	moderator	

Every January we hold our annual meeting to review the previous year and celebrate what we accomplished 
together. We also present the annual report. Traditionally, this is a long report that details all of our ministries. It takes 
a lot of time for the leadership and staff to produce, and the benefit that we get out of it does not match the energy 
that we put into it. So, this year you will see a much more streamlined report. You will still see critical information like 
the annual financial reports, membership information, and the summary of events. 
I hope to see you all at the annual meeting after our church lunch on January 22nd . 

Advent 
at Dayspring



Mission Offering 
  

Our January Mission Offering is designated to support St. Louis EnergyCare, which provides energy-related 
services and information for the low-income elderly, ill, disabled and families with young children in St. Louis City 
and County.  Please make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for EnergyCare.  

Circle of Concern Food Pantry 
Food needs (no glass, please; place in the bins in the narthex): canned pasta dry pasta, canned pasta sauce, 
canned meat, diapers of all sizes, toothpaste, deodorant. 

Meet “Our” ABC Missionary Family 
 by Peggy Pittenger 

In 2016 our Leadership Team added support of a specific missionary/
missionary family to our mission goals.  We have long provided 
support for our CBF missionaries Mira and Sasha Zivanov and it 
seemed fitting to do the same for an ABC missionary.  Over the course 
of the year we have discussed and prayed about the right person(s) 
and the right country.  After much deliberation we have covenanted 
with the Good family: Jon and Amanda, and their children Rachel, 
Sarah, Elizabeth, and Andrew.  We meet them in an exciting time as 
they are recently endorsed by ABC and are in the process of gathering 
support and building partnerships.  Over the course of the next several 
months, they will be going through training with September of 2017 as 
their target to depart for Hungary. 

American Baptists partner with Hungarian Baptist Aid (HBAid) to minister in public schools.  Hungary was 
devastated following both world wars.  That, followed by Communist take-over, left the country in dire straits.  
Public schools were in complete disarray when the Hungarian government invited HBAid to help a few years 
ago.  49 of the worst schools were adopted and change began.  The educational system is experiencing a 
major turn-around as the “light shines through the darkness.”  Opportunities for sharing the good news of Christ, 
particularly in after-school activities, is yielding fruit.  Jon Good, an ordained pastor, has been called to plant 
churches for many people coming to faith.  Amanda, a middle school choir director, has been called to teach 
English and music.   

The Goods are planning a visit to Dayspring in April, which will be a wonderful opportunity to meet them and 
hear their story.  Please hold them in your prayers as they prepare and follow God’s call to Hungary.  You can 
learn more by following them on Facebook or receiving their periodic newsletters found on the ABCIM website: 
https://internationalministries.org/teams/849-good. 

Thanks to: Nina Roberts, Scott Cazadd, Fred Wear, Cathy Hartig, and Pastor Fillingham for meeting and 
skyping with our missionaries. 

Prayers for Nzunga 
Nzunga Mabudiga, our missionary to Haiti, recently underwent a Total Knee Replacement 
in Phoenix, AZ.  Please keep him and his wife, Kihomi, in prayer during his recovery. 

Mission and Outreach

Family News 
Gloria Netherton: “To my Dayspring family: Thank you to everyone for your love and prayers during my illness.  You 
are a blessing to me from God.” 

https://internationalministries.org/teams/849-good
https://internationalministries.org/teams/849-good


Your Church Staff:
Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister
Lyndsay Williams, Youth Minister
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist
Hannah Allee, Manna Director
Megan Roland, Administrative Assistant
Brenda Hamm, Nursery Director
Katie Schultz, Nursery Assistant

Your Leadership Team:
Trisha Crow (Worship liaison)

President/Moderator
Nancy Norath (Hospitality liaison)
John Boley (Stewardship liaison)
Kate Hanch (Spiritual Formation liaison)
Jr Stover (Missions liaison)

How to Reach Us:
Phone: 314-432-1960
Email: dayspringstl@gmail.com
Website: dayspringstl.com

   Newsletter   edited by Marsha Hussung

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131

Be sure to read your church emails!
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