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A Half Sabbatical 
by Pastor Chris Fillingham 

 I’m writing this article on one of my last days in the office before leaving on a half-sabbatical. Every three 
years Dayspring gives me a two-month Sabbatical. As I approached my 6th anniversary at Dayspring, the Leadership 
Team approved splitting my sabbatical into two, one-month sabbaticals to fit with my Doctorate of Ministry work. 
Sabbaticals are for rest, renewal, and growth. This summer I will be doing the rest portion. I will be gone the entire 
month of July, and return to the office on August 1st.  Sometime in 2018, I will take the second month of my 
sabbatical to work on my dissertation. 

 During my last sabbatical three years ago, I promised Jessi we would start planning a trip to take all of our 
children to visit her childhood home in California. She still has three remaining grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, 
and other family that live in the northern California area.  I’ve not been there in nine years, and most of our children 
have never been.  

 This half-sabbatical is opening up the space in our lives to make this important family trip. We will spend the 
largest portion of July traveling all over northern California, a few nights here, a few nights there, sleeping on one 
family member’s couch, in another’s spare bedroom, and even a few nights in a tent cabin in Yosemite. It’s going to 
be quite an adventure! The end of the month we will also get to spend some time with my extended family. We are so 
grateful for a church that understands the importance of rest, renewal, and time away both for their pastor and for 
their pastor’s family.  

 While I’m away, Dayspring will continue in all its ministries. We have a number of wonderful preachers lined 
up, women and men from both inside and outside the congregation. The Madeleine L’Engle book club will be taking 
place in July. Construction on our parking lot and grounds will continue. Things won’t slow down. The Leadership 
Team and other staff will be fully engaged, managing my other responsibilities for the month.  

 If you have questions or concerns during July, you can always contact Trisha Crow, our moderator. If you need 
prayer, you can contact our prayer ministry, led by Margarette Ann Boley. If you end up in the hospital, Marsha 
Hussung will be ready to visit you. If you bring a visitor, Lyndsay Williams will be reaching out to them. Valerie Strate 
will continue to manage the office Tuesday-Friday all month long. And you will all continue to be in my heart and 
prayers. 

 So, until August, I leave you with these beautiful lines from Philippians:  

Rejoice	in	the	Lord	always;	again	I	will	say,	Rejoice. 
Let	your	gentleness	be	known	to	everyone. 

The	Lord	is	near. 
Do	not	worry	about	anything, 

but	in	everything	by	prayer	and	supplication	with	thanksgiving	 
let	your	requests	be	made	known	to	God.		

 And	the	peace	of	God,	which	surpasses	all	understanding,	 
will	guard	your	hearts	and	your	minds	in	Christ	Jesus.	

 ~Pastor Chris 
  



Summer Weekly Schedule
Sundays 9:30 

10:45 
Noon

Sunday School 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays 10:30 Intercessory Prayer Ministry

 July at Dayspring
4 Tues. Church Office closed for Independence Day.

5 Wed. Wednesday potluck lunch, noon.

8 Sat. International Food Pantry, 9:15 a.m.

13 Thurs. Leadership Team meeting, 6 p.m.

16 Sun. Cookout/Swim at the Hussungs, 5-7 p.m.

30 Sun. Worship at Southern Union Missionary Baptist 
Church. 

Manna, Youth, & Family Field Trip, TBA.

31 Mon. West Virginia Mission Trip begins.

July Birthdays 
1    John Hussung 
2    Zaydn Williams 
4    Mike Roland 
9    Erica Williams 
12  Colin McDonough 
17  Marylee Baygents 
18  Kaitlyn Hartig 
18  Rich Lusk 
20  Jacob Dofing 
22  Mary Lea Eck 
23  Sean Ward 
24  Anne Allgood 
27  Cecelia Norris 
30  Hannah Jensen 

Hussung Cookout & Swim 
Sunday, July 16, 5-7 p.m. 
711 Villa Place Ct., Olivette 

Chuck and Marsha Hussung invite everyone to a church-
wide fellowship at their home. Come on July 16 with a side 
dish or dessert to share. Meats and drinks will be provided. 
We have areas to eat both inside and outside. 

The pool is warm and sparkling, so bring your suits and 
towels if you’d like to swim!

July Book Club on  
A Wind in the Door 

For the first four Sundays of July, Lyndsay Williams and Chuck 
Hussung will be leading a Sunday school book club on Madeleine 
L’Engle’s novel A Wind in the Door. Written in 1973, it is the 
second of the five books that make up her science fantasy series 
A Wrinkle in Time and it ponders the ties between the individual 
human life and the life of the cosmos.  

Although you’ll find the novel in the young adult section of your 
local bookstore, L’Engle never condescends to her young readers 

but instead trusts them to encounter some of life’s serious questions through the 
lenses of Christianity and science.  

Members of the class are encouraged to read at home each week, but we will 
include a short plot in each Sunday’s class. The class is for our youth and interested 
adults. 

Preachers in July 
During Pastor Chris’s July sabbatical, we have a 
great lineup to fill the pulpit each week: 
 July 2,   Lisa Dollar 
 July 9,   Jordan Dollar 
 July 16, Kate Hanch 
 July 23, Matt Easter 
 July 30, Worship at Southern Union 

Worship on the Move! 
Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church 

Sunday, July 30 
We are gathering once again for Sunday worship 
with our sister congregation, Southern Union 
Missionary Baptist Church. We will travel to their 
church on Sunday, July 30, for worship from 
10-11:30 a.m. The address is 2701 Cole St., St. 
Louis, 63106. Hope to see you there! 

August Sunday School Series 
Sexual Orientation and the Bible: Pastor Chris will 
be leading an all adult/youth bible study for the 
first four Sundays of August. We will explore the 
biblical texts that are generally discussed as 
different groups of people try to understand what 
the bible does and doesn’t say about sexual 
orientation. Join us Aug 6, 13, 20, 27. 

Potluck Lunch  
Wednesday, July 5 

This month our Wednesday potluck lunch is on 
July 5. Lunch is at noon—bring a dish to share. 
Lectionary lessons will resume in September.



       Family News 
Lyndsay Williams: Congratulations to Lyndsay Williams, who graduated from Eden Theological Seminary in Webster 
Groves in May with her Master’s of Divinity! While she loved the intentional learning environment, she is excited to be 
able to read books of her own choosing as well as not write papers on them every week. While continuing her 
ministry here at Dayspring, Lyndsay has accepted a position as a resident chaplain at St. Luke’s Hospital in 
Chesterfield. During her residency she will provide pastoral care to hospital staff and patients as well as participate in 
clinical pastoral education (CPE). She hopes this yearlong experience will deepen her understanding of herself, 
enliven her relationship with God, and enrich her pastoral encounters with others.  
Gary Dollar: One of Dayspring’s newest members, Gary Dollar, was nominated and elected into a three-year term 
(Moderator-elect, Moderator, then Past-Moderator) on the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF) Governing Board at 
the annual CBF General Assembly at the end of June. The following is a clip from the CBF press release announcing 
Gary’s nomination:  

The CBF Nominating Committee has selected Gary Dollar to serve as Moderator-Elect in 2017-2018… For 
more than 20 years, Dollar has served both as a full-time and bi-vocational pastor and associate pastor 
for CBF churches in the Heartland region. He has served on numerous boards of faith-based and other 
nonprofit organizations. Dollar is a former member of the CBF Governing Board and an adjunct professor 
at Washington University’s Brown School of Social Work in St. Louis, where he teaches a graduate 
course in marketing, resource development and community relations. 

Dollar resides in Glen Carbon, Ill., with his wife, Gale, a CBF-endorsed chaplain serving at St. Luke’s 
Hospital in St. Louis. The Dollars are members of Dayspring Baptist Church in St. Louis. 

Dollar expressed his excitement to begin his term as Moderator-Elect. 

“This is an exhilarating, dynamic and challenging time for CBF as we seek how God will use our unique 
Baptist witness in the 21st century,” Dollar said. “CBF can be and should be a leading, clear voice as we 
share the broad and all-encompassing love of God with a diverse and rapidly changing world.” 

We’re grateful to be supporting Gary in this work. Pastor Chris has asked Gary to use his time in this role to help us 
grow in our awareness and partnership with CBF. If you get a chance, ask Gary about what is going on in CBF life 
these days. We look forward to hearing from him about it in the near future! 

Welcome to Our New Members 
Dave and Kathie Leighton live in New Town, St. Charles, where they moved last year from 
Northern California to be close to family.  Retired in 1999, they have both been active in their 
former community and church and look forward to their new home at Dayspring. Dave enjoys 
anything to do with trains and planes and Kathie is an avid quilter. Both love being closer to the 
grandchildren. 

David Privott was born in the tri-city area in North Carolina, but moved to  
St. Louis at age three when his father was transferred via Monsanto.  David 

spent the rest of his childhood, middle school and high school years growing 
up in Chesterfield, Mo.  He attended SLU for undergraduate and graduate school.  He now lives in St. 

Charles with his wife, Andrea, and two kids, Cayla (17) and Cameron (19).  David works for Lumeris, a tech 
and insurance company in Maryland Heights, where he is a Finance Manager.  David enjoys being active 
by working out, riding his bike and hiking.  He also enjoys reading spiritual books by authors like Richard 

Rohr, Anne Lamott, Rob Bell, Donald Miller, and other other like-minded spiritual writers. 

June Manna Fun Day 
A few weeks ago the Manna Kids were asked to make a list of all the 
names of people they could think of in the Bible. Take a minute - how 
many can you name? Now count - how many of them are women? 

If you're like us, there 
are a lot of women in 
the Bible whom you've 
never heard of or 
don't remember. The 
Manna kids learned 
about the strength, leadership, and faith of women in the Bible while having a little 
fun with water balloons along the way (check out the Dayspring Facebook page 
for some great videos)! 



Why Do Outreach? 
by Trisha Crow & Chris Fillingham 

In recent years, the Leadership Team and staff have occasionally met for an extended session to review how the 
church is doing and to plan for the future.  We recently met on a Saturday morning to talk about outreach. Pastor 
Chris began by suggesting that we are good at ministering out in our community. However, we tend to neglect the 
importance of inviting people into the ministry and life of Dayspring. We also talked about the mixed motivations for 
doing outreach. 

After that initial conversation, we shifted gears by listening to one another share why Dayspring is important to each of 
us personally. We also heard what some of our newest members had shared with our pastor. Through these stories 
we heard common themes around life-giving and intergenerational community, deep spirituality, and meaningful 
worship, all gifts that many in our world are looking for. These activities led us to crafting statements about outreach.  
We had three groups that came up with the following statements: 

1. We are a warm, engaging community that intentionally participates in thoughtful, meaningful worship. These 
are gifts from God to share, and we are called to be shaped by and to receive gifts from others. 

2. We have something worth sharing: a community seeking Christ through discerning the Spirit’s work in the 
world, our lives, and each other. 

3. Dayspring has unique gifts to offer the world. We are warm, open, challenging, spiritual, intimate, and vibrant.  
It is our responsibility to share these with a hurting and searching world. In doing this, we open our hearts and 
minds and discover God in new ways. 

Now we are asking you to process this with us. Will we recognize the unique gifts of Dayspring and share it with 
others? What might it look like for us to invite and welcome others into the life of Dayspring?  

West Virginia Family Mission Trip 
July 31-August 4

It’s not too late to join our Family Mission Trip to the mountains of West Virginia. For over thirteen years we 
have joined together with several other churches from the East—working, worshipping, and developing and sharing 
friendships together. This is a rare opportunity for families to serve together. There is work for any skill level or 
interest, with a “Music and Arts Camp” for local children and our own.

Families arrive in Philippi/Belington on Monday evening for dinner, introductions, and orientation. Tuesday-
Friday are work days at various sites, and Saturday we all head home. Evening meals are a time of wonderful 
fellowship, sharing stories of the day, and strengthening old and new friendships.

Please talk to Marsha or Chuck Hussung for details. We would love to share with you how meaningful these 
trips have been for our family over the years.

Construction Update 
by Steve Lorberg 

 The outdoor site work for our expansion project has finally started!  After asbestos was found seemingly 
everywhere in the Delmar House, we have had to endure a rather lengthy removal process and state-mandated 
waiting period before demolition.  This set us back nearly one month, but the house is now slated to be torn down 
starting the first week of July.  
  The site work will be done in two separate phases to ensure access to the church offices and sanctuary. 
Phase 1 will begin immediately after Delmar House comes down and will include tearing out and reshaping the 
asphalt drives and entrance in front of the church as well as some of the concrete walkways.  This work should be 
complete by the end of July. Access to the church and offices will remain open during this phase of construction 
and there will be signage directing you where parking is available.  Phase 2  will start the week of July 26, at which 
time there may be a few days that access may be extremely limited during the week but will be finished in time for 
Sunday activities. The entire site project is scheduled to be complete by the first week in August! 
 We’ll send out regular emails to let you know about accessibility during the week. If you have any questions, 
please call the church office for updated information.   



Mission Offering 
  

Our July  Mission Offering is designated for Care and Counseling, which provides support to area clergy and 
congregations and delivers more than 12,000 hours of affordable counseling, professional training, and community 
education. Please make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for “Care & Counseling.”  

Circle of Concern School Supplies 
As school supplies go on sale, please consider picking up supplies for the Circle of Concern school supply drive. 
Please bring your donations to the church by Sunday, July 30. 

Suggested needs: backpacks (K-college), washable markers, dry erase markers, 3x3 Post-It noes, 
mechanical pencils, pens (blue, black, red ink), glue sticks, notebook paper (wide & college rule) spiral 
notebooks, 3-ring binders (1", 1 1/2 “, 2”). 

Used Clothing Ministry 
We collect clothing and small appliances to support the ministries of our sister American Baptist church, Antioch 
Baptist. Please leave gently-used items in the bin in the Narthex. 

            ABW Missions Update 
On Saturday, June 3,  Marylee Baygents, Vi Miller, and Peggy Pittenger attended the American 
Baptist Women’s (ABW) Great Rivers Region conference in Effingham, IL.  It was a great day 
renewing old friendships as well as playing and worshipping together.  The highlight was to hear 
from Rev. Sharon Buttrey.  One of the many “hats” she wears with her husband, Dan, is to 
minister to Hamtramck, MI, a small town (two-by-two square miles in area) surrounded by 
Detroit.  Hamtramck  is home to immigrants from all over the world.  Sharon and Dan live in a 
house they rescued from blight known as Hopewell House where they mentor ministry leaders.  
The 2nd floor provides housing for some of the immigrants. 

Sharon is the associate director of the International Hope Center.  The women that visit represent a variety of faiths, 
predominately Muslim.  Her stories of working with these women were heartwarming, as many of the issues they 
face every day are common to women around the world.  All of the women experience the additional challenge of 
trying to integrate into a new society.   
One of the opportunities they offer is an exercise class.  Sharon described covering the windows and throwing off 
the various head covers and robes to have fun together, out of the view of the men!  The camaraderie between 
these women is one step towards hope and an opportunity to experience the love of Jesus Christ.  Over time many 
of the women have indicated that they are “Jesus believers” while still participating in the Muslim community. 
Hearing these stories from Sharon underscores the fact that the love of Jesus is at work in the world bringing light to 
areas that were previously very dark.  She encouraged us to consider traveling to Hamtramck to learn more as well 
as participate in “hands-on activities”. 

Mission and Outreach

Our Average Attendance in June 
Sunday Worship     84 
Sunday School       28 
  

Family Choir Wins Again!

Our Family Choir was its usual great 
success on June 25. Everyone sang 
with gusto to enthusiastic applause 
from the congregation. Great job, 
parents, grandparents, and kids alike!



Your Church Staff:
Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister
Lyndsay Williams, Youth Minister
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist
Hannah Allee, Manna Director
Valerie Strate, Administrative Assistant
Brenda Hamm, Nursery Director
Katie Schultz, Nursery Assistant

Your Leadership Team:
Trisha Crow (Worship liaison)

President/Moderator
Joan Barth (Hospitality liaison)
John Boley (Stewardship liaison)
Kate Hanch (Spiritual Formation liaison)
Jr Stover (Missions liaison)

How to Reach Us:
Phone: 314-432-1960
Email: dayspringstl@gmail.com
Website: dayspringstl.com

   Newsletter   edited by Marsha Hussung

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131

Pastor Chris is on 
Sabbatical for the month of  
July, with lots of  travel on 

the agenda!
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