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A Day in the Life of Your Pastor… 
  
 Don’t worry, even my brothers sometimes tease me about only working on Sundays. It’s a well-rehearsed 
joke. But I know that a lot of folks do wonder from time to time, “What does our pastor do all week, anyway?”  

 The truth is, it varies from week to week. Sure, there are some standard rhythms. Tuesday I catch up on 
emails, visits, meetings and study the sermon text for the week. Wednesday is mostly dedicated to worship 
planning, interacting with various staff questions, and an occasional pastoral visit. Thursdays are sermon-writing 
days. I try to keep that completely blocked from any interruptions. Fridays are a catchall, generally full of meetings, 
visits, and final preparations for Sunday morning. But what does that actually look like? Well, let me tell you about 
one particularly full and rich day I had last month. 

 Friday mornings almost always start earlier than the rest of the week. Generally I’m in the office for an hour 
or two before anyone else. This particular day I sat with a candle, reading the poetry of St. John of the Cross, 
praying, and thinking about all those I would spend time with that day. I’m learning that the more I have on my plate, 
the more I need to start my day in prayer, being present to God and my soul. After that, I refined my sermon for 
Sunday and sent the title to Valerie, our administrative assistant.  

 At 9:00, Valerie came in. Together we edited the Worship Guide, and went over other details for the day. 
Next I addressed a few emails, and had a phone meeting with another pastor. This has become a regular practice 
for me. Learning about what other churches are doing and how they are facing the challenges of ministry continues 
to fuel my imagination. It helps me keep Dayspring rooted in the larger dynamics of our culture, ministry, and 
congregational life. 

 Then, at 11:30 I was off to have lunch with Vi Miller at her new living community. We shared a lovely meal 
and caught up on her move. From there I went to visit Howard Baygents, who had spent a few days in the hospital 
that week. We talked about what he was going through while watching an inning of the Cards game. 

 Next I headed back to my office to meet with Trisha Crow and Chris Waltz (our Moderator and Treasurer) to 
talk through details of our finances and prepare for a Leadership Team meeting the following week. 

 After that, a couple who has been visiting Dayspring for the last month sat on the couch in my office and 
shared with me their story, their journey, and the questions they are asking. I was able to share with them about 
Dayspring, our story, ministries, and ways to get involved. After praying with them, I visited with another individual 
who is facing some particular difficulties in life and needed pastoral guidance.  

 It was a rich day. After twelve hours and eight meetings, I turned off the lights and locked up the office. Then 
I headed off to spend the rest of the evening playing poker with a fun group of guys from our church. (By the way, if 
you’re waiting to be asked to play, don’t. Just tell me you’re interested and I’ll make sure you hear about the next 
game.) 

 Most days aren’t quite that full. But that does give you a glimpse into the various hats your pastor gets to 
wear in his week: theologian, writer, worship planner, preacher, administrator, leader, chaplain, spiritual director, 
advocate, and friend. Some days I dance from one thing to another. Some days I limp. But all of it is part of the 
beautiful and wild calling of being a pastor.  

 I’m grateful to be living that calling here, at Dayspring, among you all. 

 With joy, 
 ~Pastor Chris 



Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:30 

10:45 
Noon

Sunday School 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays 10:30 
7:00 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
Adult Choir rehearsal, sanctuary

October at Dayspring
4 Wed. Lectionary lunch, Anniversary Hall, noon.

8 Sun. Building Dedication activities and service, 
9:30 a.m. 
Bonfire and Barbecue, 5-7 p.m. 
Manna & Youth, 5 p.m.

10 Tues. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 9:30-11:30.

14 Sat. Courageous Conversations, noon, Second 
Baptist Church (see p. 4).

17 Tues. White Cross, 10 a.m., Anniversary Hall. 
Leadership Team, 6 p.m.

18 Wed. Lectionary lunch, Anniversary Hall, noon. 
NO CHOIR REHEARSAL.

21 Sat. Men’s breakfast, 7:30 a.m. at 2nd Baptist.

22 Sun. Quarterly Business Meeting, noon. 

Manna & Youth, 5-7 p.m.

24 Tues. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 9:30-11:30.

28 Sat. Project Linus “Make-a-Blanket” Day, 
9:30-11:30, Anniversary Hall. 
Parents’ Night out, 5-10 p.m. (see p. 4).

Lectionary Potluck Lunch  
Wednesdays, Oct 4 & 18 

Join us for Lectionary Lunch, the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month, for a potluck lunch and 
Bible study, led by John Boley. Come at noon with a 
dish to share. We are done by 1:30. 

Men’s Breakfast, Oct. 21 
Join the men of Dayspring and Second Baptist 
Churches for their monthly Saturday morning 
breakfast Oct. 21, 7:30 a.m., at Second Baptist. 

Make-a-Blanket Day, Oct. 28 
The winter Linus Project Make-a-Blanket Day will 
be held at Dayspring on Saturday, Oct. 28, from 
9:30-11:30 a.m. This is a family-friendly event, so 
come join the fun.  

The mission of the Linus Project is to provide love, a 
sense of security, warmth and comfort to 
children who are seriously ill, traumatized, or 
otherwise in need, through gifts of new 
handmade blankets and afghans lovingly created by 
volunteer “blanketeers”. Donated supplies are 
available. See Joanne Cuddeback for more 
information. 

New Building Dedication & Evening Bonfire 
Sunday, October 8 

Our years of planning are over! Come help us 
celebrate the completion of our Generation to 
Generation building project. All activities are free 
and open to all. Invite your friends!

9:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast and 
All-Hands Art Project

10:45 a.m.Worship and Dedication
Noon Reception
5 p.m. Activities for Children & Youth
5-7 p.m. Bonfire and Barbecue

Music by The Mighty Pines

Our Averages in September:
 Worship  94 
 Sunday school 32



Conversations Around Gender and Sexuality 
from the Leadership Team 

In August, at the request of the Resource Group appointed by the Leadership Team, Pastor Chris Fillingham led us 
in a Bible study, “Sexual Orientation and the Bible.” For five weeks we explored the controversial texts that 
reference  same-sex encounters.  Our goal was to better understand the meaning of these texts as they inform our 
current conversation around gender, sexuality, and inclusion in the Church.  Since then, we have heard various 
concerns and questions about this discussion, such as:  

• Why are we talking about this? Are we trying to change the character of our church? 
• Where is this going? Will there be a congregational vote? 

We want to answer these questions clearly.  

Why?  We are considering this issue because it has come up.  We had an inquiry within our congregation about 
using our spaces for a same-sex wedding.  Our wedding policy does not address this question.  The Leadership 
Team recognized that there would be various opinions in our congregation regarding this request.  We recognized 
the need for conversation and discernment to be faithful in our practices.  So we assembled the Resource Group to 
guide us in a congregational conversation. 

Where is this going?  We are not planning to change any of Dayspring’s policies or ask for a congregational vote.  
However, it is the Leadership Team’s job to implement and interpret policy.  To that end, the Leadership Team is 
considering adopting the following interpretation of the Wedding Policy: 

The Leadership Team affirms our current wedding policy, which makes no distinction about who can be 
married in our church.  As we have always done, moreover, we trust our ordained clergy to discern with the 
Holy Spirit the appropriateness of any wedding they are asked to perform.  We put no boundaries on their 
freedom to accept or deny the request to perform any particular wedding. 

The Leadership Team has not voted yet, as we are prayerfully considering this interpretation.  We invite you to 
spend the month of November in prayer with us.  To that end, we will have weekly guided prayers throughout 
November.  Moreover, the Leadership Team invites your comments and feedback.  You can call, email, or speak to 
any of us individually, trusting that we will share your feedback with the whole Leadership Team.  You can also email 
the church office directly and address your email: “To the Leadership Team.”  

In this course of action, we are trying to embody the character and values our church adopted in 2010. “We are 
nurturing, prayerful, diverse, and hopeful.”   Exploring those values is something that we are  also considering as 
future congregational discussions.   For now, we simply invite you to join us in listening for the direction of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Sincerely, 
The Leadership Team: 
Trisha Crow (Moderator), John Boley, Kate Hanch, Jr Stover, Joan Barth, Chris Fillingham (ex-officio) 

Manna News
Manna has started the school year learning about community. We've talked about how community supports 

us in times of stress and in times when we need to ask for forgiveness.



Parents’ Night Out 
Saturday, Oct. 28 

5-10 p.m. 

Children will enjoy a pizza dinner, craft, and a movie while 
parents spend an evening out! 

Children are invited to wear their Halloween costume, but 
nothing too scary, please. Bring a change of clothes for later in 

the evening. 

Cost: 
$15 for first child 

$10 for each additional child 
$35 family maximum. 

To register your children contact the church office: 
314-432-1960 

DayspringSTL@gmail.com 

Courageous	Conversa,ons	

Saturday,	October	14	
12:00	–	2:00	PM	

Second	Bap:st	Church,	9030	Clayton	Road	

Special	Guest	Speaker	
Dr.	Sandra	Weissinger,	editor	of	the	book:	

Violence	Against	Black	Bodies		
		

Light	Lunch	Provided	

Hosted by 
3rd Baptist Church, Antioch Baptist Church, Dayspring Baptist Church, 

Second Baptist Church of Richmond Heights
 and 

Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church

Fall Youth & Family Retreat

Nov. 10-12 for Youth
Nov. 10-11 for Families

We hope you'll join us at Camp Mihaska for some 
quality family time in a fun and relaxed 
environment! 

This year's theme is Rhythms of Life. 
Activities include bumper balls, Gaga ball, nine 
square, archery, bonfires with s’mores, and more! 

$100 for youth (two nights) 
$50 per family member (one night) 
$200 family max 

mailto:DayspringSTL@gmail.com
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October  Birthdays   
1   Howard Baygents 
2   Jordan Dollar 
4   Carolyn Harmon 
6   Joy Lusk 
9   Joan Barth 
9   Luke Crump 
9   Dana Lorberg 
10 Lindsay Norath 
13 Lisa Stover 
15 Janice Barnes 
15 Rebecca Ell 
17 Jeff Bapst 
21 Chris Fillingham 
21 Gary Dollar 
25 Samantha Wakefield 
28 Cheryl McDonough 

Mission Offering
  

The October Mission Offering is designated to support our ABC/CBF International Missions/Global Missions. 
Please make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for “Global Missions.” 

Circle of Concern
Critical needs (no glass, please; place in the bins in the narthex): canned tomato products, canned mixed 
vegetables (NO GREEN BEANS), snacks. 

Missionary Boot Camp
By Jon and Amanda Good 

One of the reasons Dayspring chose to support the Goods as ABC missionaries was to be able to follow with 
them the process of preparing for foreign mission work. Here they talk about “Boot Camp.” 

We are now in the midst of cross-cultural training and language acquisition study. You can think of it as Missionary 
Boot Camp. A typical day starts with early morning exercise, coffee, prayer, more coffee, and bible study. This is 
followed by classes, lunch with classmates, application and team activities. Our children are enthusiastically 
soaking up their studies while having fun with other missionary kids. All of us are so grateful to all of you whose 
gifts have enabled us to learn and grow during this time. 

Second Corinthians 4:5 is a key verse in our training: “For what we preach is not ourselves, but  Jesus Christ as 
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.” 

We are looking forward to serving the people of Hungary because 
Christ is at work in the most amazing ways. Teachers are rejoicing in 
the freedom to talk about their faith. After-school programs invite 
students and their families to become disciples of Jesus. There are 
so many new believers that there is a need for new churches and 
leadership training. Help us respond while the window of opportunity 
is open. 

We are at 93% of our personalized monthly support goal. We are so 
thankful for every one of our partners! Ongoing gifts in any amount 
will help us reach Hungary before the end of the year. Prayerfully 
consider being a part of the 7% we need to be fully funded! Thank 
You! We praise God for your partnership in the gospel! 

Mission and Outreach

Congratulations! 
Paul Homsher, son of Celia 
and Jeff Homsher and 
grandson of Carolyn Harmon, 
was married on August 19 in 
Baltimore, MD. He and Claire 
will continue to make their 
home in Texas where Paul is 
stationed at Dyas Air Force 
Base in Abilene and Claire 
works for the circuit court in 
Dallas. Yes, that’s a 3-hour 
commute! We send our best 
wishes to the newlyweds! 



Your Church Staff:
Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister
Lyndsay Williams, Youth Minister
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist
Hannah Allee, Manna Director
Valerie Strate, Administrative Assistant
Brenda Hamm, Nursery Director
Katie Schultz, Nursery Assistant

Your Leadership Team:
Trisha Crow (Worship liaison)

President/Moderator
Joan Barth (Hospitality liaison)
Jr Stover (Missions liaison)
Kate Hanch (Spiritual Formation liaison)
John Boley (Stewardship liaison)

How to Reach Us:
Phone: 314-432-1960
Email: dayspringstl@gmail.com
Website: dayspringstl.com

   Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131

Come to the Lectionary Lunches 
on Wednesdays to figure out 

which text he means! 
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