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The Most Pressing Question for the Church 
 A few weeks ago I was asked to preach for the 93rd anniversary of Southern Union Missionary Baptist 
Church, our sister congregation. The celebration was one of my favorite times worshipping with them. But it was 
also very hard for me to stand in that pulpit this year.  After the events in Charlottesville two weeks earlier, I found 
my soul in a deep wrestling match between my conscience and my obligations. The question I kept coming back to 
was this: “Who Am I? How can a white man in America possibly preach about “Being the Church” (their theme)  to 
my African American brothers and sisters with any integrity in a time like this?”  

 Brett Younger, a well know Cooperative Baptist Fellowship pastor and preaching professor, wrote a blog 
where he struggled with the same question. And so I carried some of his questions with me into the pulpit and 
simply began by admitting to my friends there that I do not know what it is like to be them: 

I do not know what it is like to wonder if a prayer meeting at our church will end in murder. 

I do not know what it is like to live in a state that has a travel advisory for people who look like me because 
the laws of this state are stacked against me.  

I do not know what it is like to see a police officer and be afraid for my life. 

I do not know what it is like to worry about my son because his skin color is the same as Trevon Martin, 
Michael Brown, Eric Garner… and so many others. 

I do not know what it is like to “Be the Church”, in a society where so much of the “Church” did not welcome 
my grandparents.  

I do not know what it is like to hear the shameful silence of white Christians.  

 And so, I’m convinced that our friends at SUMBC could teach me a lot more than I could teach them in this 
time about “Being the Church.” The best I could do is offer some reflections on the passage they chose for the day, 
Matthew 16, where Jesus asks his disciples “Who do you say that I am?” The question Jesus asks his disciples may 
just be the most critical question in our time.  

 Anne Lamott has said, “We like a Jesus who hates who we hate and likes what we like.” It’s so true. If you 
look back at the church in history and look at the church in our time, we often end up worshipping a Jesus made in 
our own image. Brian McLaren points out that we have slipped into worshipping all kinds of Jesuses: the Eurocentric 
Jesus, the white supremacist Jesus, the Democratic or Republican Jesus, the America first nuclear bomb-dropping 
Jesus, the capitalist or communist Jesus, the slave-owning Jesus, the organ-music stained glass nostalgic-
sentimental Jesus, the institutional white-shirt-and-tie Jesus, the male-chauvinist Jesus, the anti-Semitic Nazi Jesus, 
the anti-Muslim Crusader Jesus… and the list could go on.   

 And so, in our time especially, it is critical that we come back and wrestle with the Jesus question again.  
Who do we say that he is? How we answer that question will fundamentally define the kind of church… and the kind 
of people we become. 

 Embracing the Journey, 
 ~Pastor Chris 
PS: If you want to read the text from my sermon at SUMBC, you can find it on our website in early September. 



Meeting Every Week
Sundays 9:30 

10:45 
Noon

Sunday School 
Worship Service 
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays 10:30 
7:00 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
Adult Choir rehearsal, sanctuary

September at Dayspring
2 Sat. Race for Refuge, 8 a.m., Tower Grove Park.

6 Wed. Lectionary lunch, Anniversary Hall, noon. 
Adult choir rehearsals begin, 7 p.m.

9 Sat. Dayspring Float Trip, all day. 

International Food Pantry, 9:15 a.m.

10 Sun. Manna and Youth, 5-7 p.m.

12 Tues. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 9:30-11:30.

16 Sat. Area V ABW (American Baptist Women) 
Rally, Dayspring, see p. 3).

17 Sun. Church lunch, noon. 

Manna and Youth, 5-7 p.m.

19 Tues. White Cross, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Anniv. Hall. 

Leadership Team, 6 p.m.

20 Wed. Lectionary lunch, Anniversary Hall, noon.

23 Sat. Men’s breakfast, 7:30 a.m. at Dayspring

26 Tues. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 9:30-11:30.

29-30 Fri.-Sat. American Bapist Great Rivers Region 50th 
anniversary celebration. Check the worship 
guide for more details.

Lectionary Potluck Lunch  
Wednesdays, Sept. 6 & 20 

Bi-weekly Lectionary Lunches are starting back up 
this month. We meet on the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month for a potluck lunch 
and Bible study, led by John Boley. Come at noon 
with a dish to share. We are done by 1:30.

If so, you need to join the Dayspring Adult 
Choir!  We laugh a lot and rehearse a little on 
Wednesday nights from 7-8 in the sanctuary.  
We’d love to have you try us out!  Talk to 
Marsha Hussung for more encouragement. 
We start fall rehearsals on September 6.

Can You Read This? 

New Building Dedication 
& Evening Bonfire 
Sunday, October 8 

Notice we have a NEW DATE for our building 
dedication—October 8. The dedication will be 
during morning worship. Then later in the 
afternoon our bonfire this year will include 90 
minutes of music by THE MIGHTY PINES 
(who you would have had to pay $30 to hear at 
the Pageant last weekend). We’ll also be 
serving a barbecue dinner for everyone. And 
this is all free! So invite your friends now!!

The Mighty Pines at the Pageant, August 19.

September is Name-Tag Month. 
Help your church family by 

wearing your name tag each 
Sunday!



September  Birthdays   
1   Joe Brent 
1   Tim Meckfessel 
2   Trisha Crow 
6   Hannah Allee 
6   Gail Stewart 
13 Jane Montani 
16 Tilahun Murphy 
20 Hannah Proffitt - Allee 
24 Gloria Netherton 
27 Jeff Allee 

Dayspring Float Trip!! 
Saturday, Sept. 9 

Sign up now for our first Family Float Trip. There is nothing quite 
like a float trip on a beautiful Ozark stream in September! We will 
be renting rubber rafts from Bass River Resort in Steelville, MO. 
Plan on an all-day fun float. Prices are: 
 - adults $35  
 - children 0-12 $15 
 - family maximum of $100  

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 16,  2017  
9:30 A.M.  

MORNING REFRESHMENTS & LUNCH 
PROVIDED 

1001  Municipal  Center  Dr.  
Town and Country,  MO 63131  

GREAT RIVERS REGION~ AREA V

There will be a White Cross 
Workshop after the program. 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays 
9:30-11:30 AM

Our MOPS group will begin its fourth year on September 12th, 9:30-11:30 
a.m. We already have a great lineup of speakers for the year and we’re 
excited to explore the theme of Free Indeed!  

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) is an international ministry that encourages 
and equips mothers in a season of life that can often be isolating and 
demanding. We accept mothers with children of all ages. Dayspring is 
supporting this group as part of our ongoing ministry. 

Have questions? Email Andrea Easter at andrea.easter@yahoo.com. 

We are also looking for childcare workers who could come on either a regular 
or as-needed basis. Please contact Brenda, our childcare coordinator, or the 
church office.

Magdalene St. Louis is a residential community for 
women who have survived lives of sexual exploitation, 
violence and addiction. Women receive up to two years 
of housing, healthcare, and a compassionate community 
of sisterhood and support. 

A New Opportunity
Lyndsay Williams, our youth minister, will be 
starting her full-time residency program as a 
chaplain at St. Luke’s hospital in September. She 
will continue as our youth minister, leading all our 
youth activities, though we will miss her on the 
occasional Sunday when her duties at St. Luke’s 
require her there. We are excited for Lyndsay as 
she begins this new endeavor.



Mission Offering: Hurricane Harvey Relief
  

The September Mission Offering is designated for relief support to those affected by Hurricane Harvey. We will be 
sending the money to our established denominational disaster relief organizations. Please make your check out to 
Dayspring Baptist, designated for “ Hurricane relief.” 

Circle of Concern
Critical needs (no glass, please; place in the bins in the narthex): canned chicken, boxed dinner helpers, aspirin, 
box fans. 

 A Miracle on the Way to Haiti
By Kihomi and Nzunga (ABC missionaries to Haiti)

“Greeting from Haiti. I left the house in Mesa, Arizona, at 10 PM this August 9 
for a midnight flight red eyeing to Miami, FL, then on to Cap-Haitian, our city. I 
have packed almost 150 pounds of hard eye glass cases in my two trunks. 
Deep down I was happy for what I was bringing to and for the eye clinic.  

“When we got to the American Airlines counters, my son and I were told by the 
airline agent that Haiti has embargoed everything with plastic lids. She, 
the agent, could not check in my two trunks. She advised me to go to Walmart 
to buy myself a suitcase. Looking at the time of boarding, I said to myself that it 
was not worth going and missing the plane. 

“Deep down in my heart, I was sad and I felt all the energy leaving my body.  As I stood 
aside pondering on what to do, a supervisor (I just assume he was) came in with a 
suitcase and handed it to us to unload one trunk and load the suitcase that has the red 
symbol.  My son helped load the suitcase before they checked me in. 

“Talking about miracles, I think that we were just witnessing one right there. Praise God 
that He does not sleep and sees us at every moment.” 

Mission and Outreach

With Thanks! 
By Nina Roberts 

I’d like to send a big thank-you to the volunteers who outfitted the International Fellowship Students with school 
supplies and uniforms. The supplies and uniforms were delivered at 2:00 Sunday afternoon to the Fellowship Center 
on Gravois and the students arrived at 3:00 to pick them up. I'm so appreciative of our Dayspring volunteers—you 
were prompt with the needed items and very generous in your purchases.  Thanks to you, four little girls had a 
wonderful start to school. 

Meet Our New Members 
Mike, Megan and Simon Roland live in Ballwin and have been attending Dayspring for 
about three years.  Mike lived in several different cities growing up, including Okinawa, 
Japan, before landing in the St. Louis area for college.  He works for the Rockwood 
School District as a computer technology specialist. Mike enjoys grilling, working on 
guitars and computers, and playing Minecraft with Simon.  Megan grew up in 
Edwardsville, IL, and attended Millikin University, majoring in vocal music 
education.  After several years of teaching, she made a change and came to work at 
Dayspring as an administrative assistant.  Megan now works for Geotechnology as a 
receptionist. She enjoys singing and cooking/baking. Simon is currently in first grade at 
Parkway Oakbrook Elementary where he likes math and science. Simon’s hobbies are 
video games and playing at the park.



Your Church Staff:
Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister
Lyndsay Williams, Youth Minister
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist
Hannah Allee, Manna Director
Valerie Strate, Administrative Assistant
Brenda Hamm, Nursery Director
Katie Schultz, Nursery Assistant

Your Leadership Team:
Trisha Crow (Worship liaison)

President/Moderator
Joan Barth (Hospitality liaison)
Jr Stover (Missions liaison)
Kate Hanch (Spiritual Formation liaison)
John Boley (Stewardship liaison)

How to Reach Us:
Phone: 314-432-1960
Email: dayspringstl@gmail.com
Website: dayspringstl.com

   Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131

Come to the Lectionary Lunches 
on Wednesdays to figure out 

which text he means! 
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