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 I’m convinced Jesus has an ornery streak in him. You know what it’s like…when you see a little 
kid with that ornery look in their eye and you know they are up to something. Or when they get that little 
half smile when they are thinking about pushing your buttons.  I’m pretty sure you’re glimpsing 
something of Jesus’ face.  
 
 Of course, most days a child’s orneriness can make any parent lose their mind. (Sometimes I 
think God gives us kids to keep us humble.) But on our best days it can be hard to not laugh at that 
ornery smile… because you can see what they are up to… and something in you is not sure whether to 
laugh or be angry. 
 
 I imagine Jesus has a smile in the corner of his mouth when he walks over to the bent over 
woman. It’s his ornery side. He knows he’s pushing buttons.  
 He knows the leaders in the synagogues are going to blow a gasket.  
 He knows he’s disrupting the status quo.  
  Jesus knows exactly what he’s doing when he walks over to this bent over woman, lays 
his hands on her, and lifts whatever crippling weight has kept her hunched over these last 18 years. 
 
 It’s hard for us to appreciate just how disruptive this scene was. We’re used to having urgent care 
open on Sundays. Of course we think folks should be able to be healed any day of the week and maybe 
especially on Sunday. Goodness! We’d never get upset about someone being healed, like the community 
leaders of Jesus’s day did. Would we? 
  
 Can you imagine? It’s as if they think Jesus should withhold healing from this woman even 
though she’s right there, and been suffering for a long time, and Jesus is able to help her. 
 
 Seems kind of crazy doesn’t it? 
 
 
 Shoot, that’s like saying we shouldn’t heal someone because… 
   they are the homeless guy on the street that doesn’t have the right job, one that 
provides good healthcare.   
 
  Or because…they are an illegal immigrant that showed up uninvited.  
 I mean, we can’t imagine withholding healing from someone the way those religious leaders 
in Jesus’ day would, could we? 
 
 [Be careful preacher. You’re walking in some dangerous territory.] 
 
 Jesus is being ornery. He’s pushing buttons and he knows it.  
 And you know what it’s like when your kids start pushing your buttons, right? It’s like they get 
you right to the edge of sanity, and then give you just a little nudge to send you off, and see what 
happens. 
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 This is what Jesus does. Not only does he heal this woman… who has been crippled for 18 years 
now. (I mean, did it really have to be that day Jesus?) Not only does he heal her, he calls the leaders in 
the synagogue “hypocrites!”  
 I’m pretty sure that wasn’t his attempt at smoothing things over and calming down the ruffled 
feathers. He’s got them on the edge and is giving them a nudge. [as if lightly pushing them off] 
“Hypocrites, you’d take care of your animals on the Sabbath, but you don’t think I should take care of 
this woman!” 
 You can almost hear Jesus saying to us, “Hypocrites, you take your animals, your pets to the vet 
and you give them the best health care you can afford, but you won’t give the same to every man, 
woman, and child in your community?” 
 
 Jesus, the Prince of Peace, sure knows how to get us riled up, doesn’t he? The scripture says, 
“When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the 
wonderful things he was doing.” 
 The crowd was rejoicing, because they are the peasants and the poor of Jesus’ day. They were 
the vulnerable of Jesus’ day. But I promise you, the secure and the comfortable, those who liked the 
status quo, were not rejoicing. They were angry. They were offended. 

***** 
 And this wasn’t the only time this happened in Jesus’ ministry, was it? It’s one of the most 
common themes of the gospels. Jesus is always disrupting the status quo, ticking off the leaders of his 
community while at the same time healing, and blessing, and feeding the most vulnerable, those in the 
margins. 
 
 It’s what drives the plot of Jesus’ life. You could sum up the whole gospel story in just a few 
points: 

• Jesus was born. 
• Jesus ticks off a whole lot of powerful people. 
• They kill him. 
• God raises Jesus from the dead to show the world that Jesus’ way is actually the right 

way, the way of life. 
• Moral of the story: Go be like Jesus.  

***** 
 And that, of course, is the whole point of this sermon series we are in. Go be like Jesus. Become, 
like Jesus. “Let the same mind be in you, that was in Christ Jesus,” is where we started back in May. 
 Operate from the same awareness, the same personhood, the same orientation, the same inner 
life, as Jesus. 
 
 That’s the entire goal of spiritual formation.  
 That’s the entire goal of our salvation. 
 
 It’s a shift from just learning about Jesus,  
  and learning about God, 
  and learning right from wrong, 
  and doing good stuff. 
 To actually becoming, deep in our being, more like Jesus… in a visceral, automatic, natural way. 
  So that we naturally see the world, and see ourselves, and live, and operate in the world, 
the way Jesus would. 
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 Because, as I keep saying, “Jesus is at once the way you must follow and the goal you must 
reach.” That’s the fourth week in a row I’ve used that line from Augustine. You should be able to repeat 
by now.  So repeat it after me:  
 “Jesus is at once  
 the way you must follow  
 and the goal you must reach.” [repeat] 
 
 And that is what spiritual formation is about.  “Spiritual Formation is the ongoing journey of 
becoming like Christ.” And to be like Christ is to be, “at one with God, enlivened by the Spirit, enacting 
shalom.” 
  
 And I’m unpacking these characteristics because there is so much in them.   
 Last week I talked about Jesus being at one with God, and our invitation to awaken to our Divine 
Union, this ever-growing intimacy with God. 
 
 The week before I talked about being enlivened by the Spirit, being made alive with the life of 
God… 
 and how Jesus was driven by the Spirit in all he did. 
  He wasn’t driven by his own ego wounds,  
  or his own agendas,  
  or even the shifting sands of local politics.  
 He was driven by the life of God.  Enlivened by the Spirit. 
 
 Both those topics are huge, I know.  
 I want to explore other ways to unpack them down the road. 
 
 But for today, I want to begin to open up this third characteristic of what it means to become like 
Christ,  
 of what happens when we move to deeper union and intimacy with God,  
 and what happens when we become more enlivened by the Spirit: 
  And that is: enacting shalom. 
 

***** 
 There’s a lot of fuzziness out there about the word shalom, and truth be told, it’s a word that 
most of us haven’t ever given much thought to or have ever used.  
 Some of you may know that it’s a greeting used as a blessing in the Jewish tradition. 
 Some of you may know that it means peace and it means wholeness. 
 But what you may not realize is that even those words don’t quite get the picture all by 
themselves.  
 
 To begin to grasp shalom, you have to engage your imagination. So let me invite you for just a 
moment, to take off your skeptical thinking hats and put on your imagination like you did back in 
elementary school.  
 
 Just for a moment, close your eyes. (Go ahead. Close your eyes.) 
 Try to imagine a world where all of creation is flourishing. 
 Try to imagine a world that isn’t just “fair,” tit-for-tat fair, but a world where every man, woman, 
and child, and all of nature with it, is flourishing. 
  What would that look like? 
  What would that be like? [pause] 
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 Try to imagine a world where reconciliation is the norm, not the exception, 
 a world where no one is left on the outside looking in. 
 
 Try to imagine a world, where we could recognize God’s Life in every human face we 
encounter, in a day.  
 How would that change your interactions in a given week? 
 
 How would that change our politics? 
  
 What would it be like to imagine a world where all of creation is flourishing? 
 
 If you can just glimpse a little bit of that… you’re getting a glimpse of shalom. What you are 
seeing is a glimpse of the way Jesus imagined the world. It’s why Jesus is both full of compassion and 
courage, both justice and mercy. You can open your eyes. 

***** 
 Jesus doesn’t just play nice to get along, and feed a few hungry people, and heal a few sick 
people. Jesus has this amazing way of both caring for the individual one-on-one, and confronting the 
political, economic, and religious systems that maintain a status quo that doesn’t live up to shalom. He’s 
never satisfied with anything less than shalom. 
 
 When Jesus touches the unclean lepers 
  And when he feeds the 5,000 people, some who were hungry, some who probably had 
plenty to eat, but he feeds them all. He is enacting shalom. 
 
 When Jesus confronts the religious leaders and practices of his day, not to reject his religious 
tradition, but to bring it back to God’s vision for them.   
  He is enacting shalom. 
 
 When Jesus preaches repentance of sins, of changing the way we do things, and the way we live, 
and our small imaginations, and our small ways of being satisfied with the injustice around us, and calls 
us to see something more…  
 when he preaches the repentance of sins because the Kingdom of God is at hand. He is enacting 
Shalom.  
 
 When Jesus tells stories about the Kingdom of God, 
  parables of the good Samaritan, 
  and wedding banquets where everyone is invited, 
  and parables about all the laborers in the field getting paid the same because the first will 
be last and the last will be first, he is describing shalom. 
 
 When Jesus takes the things bent in our world, 
  whether it’s a bent over woman, 
  or bent systems of exclusion, 
  or bent economics, 
  or bent religious practices in his own tradition, 
 and begins to straighten them out the way God intended to be 
   while confronting head on those that would keep them bent, 
   Jesus is enacting shalom. 
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 You see, enacting shalom, or practicing peace as we put it in our mission statement, (which by 
the way means the same thing) does not mean avoiding conflict at all cost. It doesn’t mean, “just be 
nice.”  
 Not if we are followers of Jesus. 
 
 Enacting shalom, practicing peace, means confronting the powers that get in the way of God’s 
dream for the world, God’s dream where: [slower] 
 “the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
 the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 and the calf, and the lion, and the fatling together,” as Isaiah 11 describes it.  All of creation is 
flourishing. 
 Shalom is God’s dream for our world… 
 and…  
 God’s dream for you. 
 It’s God’s dream for your own deep personal healing and well-being, and wholeness, and 
inclusion in the family of God. 
 
 But shalom, God’s dream, is never just about isolated individuals. It’s always deliberately 
corporate… It’s about the well-being, the wholeness, the thriving of everyone within a community: 
young and old, rich and poor, powerful and dependent. “The wolf and the lamb,” together.  
 
 Brueggemann puts it this way, “Always, we are all in it together. Together we stand before 
God’s blessings and together we receive the gift of life if we receive it all. Shalom comes only to the 
inclusive, embracing community that excludes none.”1 Wow! That’s a huge statement.  
 “Shalom comes only to the inclusive, embracing community that excludes none.” 
  Not bent over women, 
  or transgender teenagers. 
  Not Black Lives that matter so much, men and women, 
  and not sacrificial police officers. 
 
  Not immigrant families at the border, 
  or Dreamers hiding in our cities. 
 
  Not conservatives or liberals. 
  No one can be excluded 
 
 “Shalom comes only to the inclusive, embracing community that excludes none.” 
 
 You see why it takes our imaginations? 
 
 First we begin to imagine it, and then to we’re called to enact it.  Which means we have to begin 
to live as if this picture of shalom is Reality… with a capital R.  
   
 We bring it into reality in small and large ways.  
 

***** 
 One of the most radical examples of this… comes out of our Jeremiah reading earlier. This was a 
letter sent to a group of people whose homes have been burnt to the ground, and who have been carried 
off as prisoners of war to Babylon.  
                                                        
1 Brueggemann, Living Toward a Vision,  16. 
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 They are exiled by a foreign power.  
 They’ve lost everything, home and loved ones.  
 
 You can imagine how deeply they have been scarred by the Babylonians, among whom they now 
live.  
 They are paralyzed by it.  
 All they can think about is home, unable to imagine a life there in Babylon. 
 
 And Jeremiah is thinking about all they face. And he knows that things aren’t going to change 
for them. They aren’t coming home anytime soon. And as he imagines all they are going through, he is 
inspired by God with a vision… a vision of shalom… for them even in the midst of Babylon. 
 
 So Jeremiah writes them a letter,  
 “Thus says the Lord of Host to those in exile in Babylon: Build houses and live in them.  
 Plant gardens [Grow things. Root yourselves.] Plant gardens, and eat what they produce.  
 Give your sons and daughters in marriage and allow them to have children.  
 Flourish where you are, even right there in Babylon. Don’t waste away.” Jeremiah writes.  
 
 Jeremiah’s letter is inviting them to see that God can have a dream for them in this place of 
suffering.  
 It’s an invitation to enact shalom for themselves and their families… to be part of God’s re-
creation… wherever they find themselves. 
 
But Jeremiah reminds them shalom has to be bigger than just them.  
 Shalom is not just about survival and it’s not just about getting ahead.  
 
 Shalom goes all the way back to that ancient calling of Abraham, where Abraham was called 
to leave his home and to go out into the world. Why?  To become a blessing to all the peoples of the 
earth. (Gen 12:1-4) 
 
  God’s shalom is not just for the exiles, not just for God’s people. It’s also shalom for the 
Babylonians… 
 And so Jeremiah goes on, “Seek the welfare of the city where God has sent you into exile, and 
pray to the Lord on behalf of the Babylonians, for in their welfare you will find your welfare.” In their 
shalom, you will find your shalom.  
 
 Can you imagine receiving that letter? Those have to be some of the most radical words written 
in the scriptures. Seek the welfare, the well-being, the shalom of even… Babylon…. of your greatest 
enemy who has taken so much from you. 
 
 This is the radical vision of shalom.  
 This is what Jesus enacted over and over again throughout his life and ministry and the shalom 
he enacts as he hangs on the cross saying, “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
 
 “Shalom comes only to the inclusive, embracing community that excludes none.” 
 It’s about the flourishing of all of creation. 
 
 Or as Jesus puts it in his great prayer that he teaches us to pray; it’s about God’s Kingdom 
coming and God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
Earth and heaven become one. 
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***** 
That is what the whole story of the Bible is about, you know. 
That’s the trajectory. That’s where it’s all headed.  
 By the end, Revelation describes this vision where a new Jerusalem comes down out of heaven. 
There is a new heaven, and a new earth, and they have become one. 
There is a joining of the physical and spiritual. 
 A joining of the home of God and the home of creation. 
 A joining of the horizontal reality and the vertical reality… just as it is revealed in Jesus’s very 
being.  
 
 In Jesus we see the co-mingling of heaven and earth…   
 And through Jesus, we are invited to enact that same co-mingling of heaven and earth… 
 in countless ways,  
 big and small,  
 in each moment of our lives.  
 

***** 
 I told you last week that while I was in Iona, John Philip Newell taught about a different person 
each day. One day he taught about A.J. Scott, a relatively unknown person that he had written his 
dissertation on. And this is how he summed up his whole dissertation and all of AJ Scott’s wisdom for 
us:  
 
 “The sum of the whole matter is this” Newell said, “-that [our highest calling]… from year to 
year, from month to month, from hour to hour – [is] to combine earth and heaven, time and eternity, 
[spirit and matter in the most common actions of our daily lives] 
 [This is the work we can do right here, right now in how we view and treat one another and everything 
around us. Right now, right here, the conjoining of heaven and earth. 
  This is… the work of Love,]”  
 which Scott describes as the true beauty of soul.2 
 
 This is what it looks like to become like Christ: 
  at one with God, 
  enlivened by the Spirit, 
  enacting Shalom. 
 
 
 This is our highest calling…as individuals, and as the church. 
 Because you see,  
 “Jesus is at once, the way we must follow, and the goal we must reach.” 
 
  Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                        
2 John Philip Newell on Iona, quoting A. J. Scott. Notes from Newell’s dissertation pg 251, 143, 288. 



 8 

Reflection: 
 
“Shalom of a biblical kind is always somewhat scandalous—never simply a liturgical experience or a 
mythical statement, but one facing our deepest divisions and countering with a vision.” pg 24 
 
“At the root of history is the One who wills shalom! At its end is the One who calls us to shalom… --a 
call that frequently seems to be against all the stubborn facts.” pg 23 Brueggemann. 
 
“[Shalom] is well-being of a material, physical, historical kind, not idyllic ‘pie in the sky,’ but 
‘salvation’ in the midst of trees and crops and enemies—in the very places where people always have to 
cope with anxiety, struggle for survival, and deal with temptation. It is well-being of a very personal 
kind… but it is also deliberately corporate” pg 16  
 
Hymn: We Humans Frame to Build a Life, Upper Room Worship Book.  
 


