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Becoming: My Three Desires for Dayspring 
 

In January I went away on a retreat with a few other pastors from my doctorate co-hort. While there, MaryKate 
Morse challenged us to consider what we are now bringing back to our churches after three years in the deep 
waters of study and reflection. Slowly, that is beginning to emerge for me. Three deep desires for our church have 
been stirring in me, and I believe it’s time to get clearer about them. A few months ago, I shared these desires with 
our Leadership Team and Staff, asking for their feedback. They have resonated with some more than others. 
They’ve asked good and important questions, some of which I still do not have any answers. For now, it’s time for 
me to share with you these desires for us. 
 
First: Spiritual Formation. Several times in the last year I have preached and spoken about this. Spiritual 
formation is the ongoing journey of becoming like Christ: awakening to our union with God, enlivened by the Spirit 
of God, enacting the shalom of God. I believe that the central calling of the church is to be a community of people 
helping one another become more like Christ. One of my great desires for Dayspring is that we become more 
intentional about this in all we do.  
 
What might it look like for us to examine all we do through the lens of how it is forming us? What things might we 
need to stop doing because it is not that effective at forming us? Are there new places we need to give our energy 
or new programs we might begin to be more intentional in our spiritual formation? These are the questions I’m 
asking. My deep desire is that we are intentionally helping one another become more like Christ in clear 
and thoughtful ways.  
 
Second: Missional Focus. Dayspring is a church that does a lot and supports a lot of various mission endeavors. 
Often, I hear ideas about more and new opportunities to minister to the world. We all have things we’re passionate 
about. These passions are good and holy callings of God in our lives. However, as a church we do a little of so 
many different things that I don’t believe we are having the impact we could if we were focused.  
 
I dream of us developing a missional focus such that our time, energy, and resources were all zeroed in on 
addressing one great need in the world. What might it look like in five years for us to be able to say clearly that we 
have made a lasting change in one area of the world through our collective calling? Of course, we still want to 
encourage one another in our individual callings.  But collectively, if we developed a clear, concentrated 
missional focus, we might change the world in some profound ways, and in the process, find ourselves 
being changed. 
 
Third: Numerical Growth. This is the one that always gets the most reactions. Some nod their heads while 
others get nervous or skeptical.  We’ve all seen churches trying to grow just to keep the lights on. Their desire for 
growth comes out of a scarcity mindset. It goes something like this, “If we just had a few more families, or a few 
more givers, we could make the budget.” That’s not the kind of growth I’m talking about! To try to grow for the 
sake of existing is not only self-defeating, it’s down-right unlike Jesus.   
 
I believe that Dayspring is a unique church in our time, one with important life-giving gifts to offer the world. No, we 
are not a church for everyone, but there are lots of people in St. Louis that are longing for a church like Dayspring. 
However, in the thousands of churches, finding Dayspring is like finding a needle in a haystack. Numerical 
growth is not an end in itself. It’s about being clear who you are as a church and finding more ways to tell 
that story. It’s about “creating community” that is life-giving and transformational for more people.    
 
So, there they are, my three deepest desires for Dayspring: spiritual formation, missional focus, and numerical 
growth. After mulling this over in my mind a few weeks, I began to realize that there is a deep parallel to these in 
our mission statement: As followers of Jesus Christ open in heart and mind, we are seeking God, practicing 
peace, creating community.     (continued on next page) 

 



  

March average attendance:  75 

April at Dayspring 
 

April 2, Tuesday 
  Polling Place 
 

April 6, Saturday 
 9:00 a.m. All Church Work Day 
 9:30 a.m. International Food Pantry 
 5:00 p.m. Parents’ Night Out 
 

April 7, Sunday 
 12:15 Choir Rehearsal 
 

April 9, Tuesday 
    9:30 MOPS 
 

April 12, Friday 
 6:00 p.m. Suzanne Stabile Conference 
 

April 13, Saturday 
 9:00 a.m. Suzanne Stabile Conference 
 

April 14, Sunday 
 12:15 Choir Rehearsal 
 5:00 p.m. Manna & Youth 
 

April 16, Tuesday 
 10:00 a.m. White Cross 
 

April 18, Thursday 
 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday  
 

April 19, Friday 
 7:00 p.m. Good Friday Service 
 

April 21, Easter Sunday 
 9:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast 
 10:00 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt 
 

April 23, Tuesday 
 9:30 a.m. MOPS 
 

April 27, Saturday 
 3:00 p.m. Lyndsay Williams 
  Ordination Service 
 

April 28, Sunday 
 12:00 p.m. Church Lunch 
 5:00 p.m. Manna & Youth 
 

Weekly Events 
 

Sundays 
 9:30 a.m.  Sunday school 
 10:45 a.m.  Worship 
 12:00 p.m.  Coffee and Conversation 
 

Wednesdays 
 10:30 a.m.  Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
 
  
 

 
Parents’ Night Out 

Saturday, April 6, 5 – 10 p.m. 
 

Join us for the last parents’ night out of the school year.  
Cost is $15 for the first child, $10 for each additional 

child, with a family max of $35.  Sign-up in the narthex.   
 

Church Lunch and Quarterly Business Meeting 
Sunday, April 28, noon 

 

Join us for lunch immediately after worship.  Sign-up in 
the narthex or contact the church office.   

 
 
 

Maundy Thursday 
April 18, 7:00 p.m. 

Communion in the chapel 
 

Good Friday 
April 19, 7:00 p.m. 

Guest musicians, poetry and candles 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 21, 9:30 a.m. 

Continental Breakfast 
Easter Egg Hunt 

10:45 a.m. Worship 
 
 

Carol Ackerson John Boley  Aidan Dollar 
George Burris  Brandon Norris Celia Homsher 
Trish Harmon  Jane Holman  Margarette Ann Boley  
   
 

(continued from first page) 
 

I don’t know what all this will look like, or even how to bring it 
all about. All I know is that it is past time for me to share 
these with you so that together we can discover the future 
God is calling us to. Call it a vision if you’d like. I’ve found 
myself drawn to the word “becoming.” Together these three 
initiatives could profoundly shape who we are becoming.  
 
The Leadership Team and Staff will be meeting together at 
the beginning of the summer to talk more about this. I’m sure 
you’ll hear more from me down the road. For now, I’d love to 
hear from you. What questions does this provoke for you? 
How does this resonate with your desires for Dayspring? 

 
Seeking Together, 

~ Pastor Chris 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to Our New Members! 
Jon, Cathy, Emma and Bennett Pettibone 

We started visiting Dayspring in the Fall because we 
were invited by our friends, the Sullivans.  Dayspring 
has felt like home to us from our very first visit.  Jon is a 
Professor of Psychology at Southern Illinois University 
at Edwardsville where he teaches classes such as 
Learning & Memory, Decision Making, and Research 
Design & Statistics.  Cathy is currently a stay at home 
mom (or "retired") after working in Youth Ministry & 
Christian Education in the United Church of Christ for 
many years.  She still does a few training events here 
and there and works with churches to develop an 
intergenerational approach to ministry.  Emma is in 
fourth grade and is an avid reader, artist, and YouTube 
watcher.  Bennett is in kindergarten and loves Legos, 
Minecraft, and learning about animals.  Rounding out 
our family is Baxter the dog, our mischievous chiweenie 
(part chihuahua, part dachshund).  We are looking 
forward to connecting more names to faces as we 
continue to grow in faith & fellowship with the Dayspring 
family. 
 

Saturday, April 6, 9 a.m. - noon 
 

Help us spruce up the church and grounds!  
Everyone is invited to help with various cleaning and 
maintenance projects inside and outside the building. 

 
Examples of Indoor Projects: 
window cleaning spot cleaning pews 
organizing closets cleaning ceiling lights 
 
Examples of Outdoor Projects: 
remove tree limbs clean out flower beds 
paint benches replace downspout 
 
Useful supplies to bring: 
Rags  Squirt Bottles 
Buckets Window cleaning supplies 
 

For questions, contact Leslie L’Hommedieu, 
Joanne Cuddeback or John Boley. 

 
 

Need help getting some yardwork done? 
Could you use an extra hand to finish that 

spring cleaning? 
 

Hire the Dayspring children and youth to 
help them raise money for summer camp! 

 
Saturdays 

May 4 and June 8 
7:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 
Contact the church office with your needs if 

you would like to participate. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Suzanne Stabile 
 

Resurrecting Relationships: 
Enneagram Wisdom for the 

Road Between Us 
 
 

Friday, April 12:  6-9 p.m. 
Saturday, April 13:  9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

at Kirkwood Baptist 
 

Join Suzanne Stabile, author of The Road Back to You: An 
Enneagram Journey to Self-Discovery, as she discusses the  

Enneagram and Relationships.   
 

The cost is $100, which includes snacks, drinks and workshop 
materials.  A $30 discount is available to all Dayspring members.  
At checkout enter the code Dayspring.  To register and find out 

more, visit DayspringSTL.com 
 

Childcare 
 

Childcare is available both days of the conference at Kirkwood 
Baptist.  For Friday, the cost is $25 for the first child and $10 for 
each additional child. Saturday the cost is $50 for the first child 

and $25 for each additional child.   
Sign-up your children in the narthex. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Guest Preacher 
Sunday, April 14 

 

Suzanne and her husband, 
Joe, will be visiting Dayspring 
for worship.  Rev. Joe Stabile 

will be guest preaching. 

Community Garden 
 

Plots are available in our garden 
behind the church.  Large plots are 
$35 and small $30.  If interested, 

contact the church office. 

Spend a week playing games and 
learning more about Jesus’ love 
for you!  Each day a snack will 
be provided, but please pack a 
lunch.  Cost is $25 per child.  

Registration forms are available 
in the narthex. Please register 
by Friday, May 31. Contact the 

church office with any questions. 
 

Dayspring  
Pre-K – 1st  
VBS Camp 

 
June 17-21 

11:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Ages 3-7 

(must be potty-trained) 

Youth Camp 
Greensboro, NC 

July 7-12 
Cost:  $200 ($50 deposit due April 14) 

Contact Lyndsay Williams with questions.  

Children’s Camp 
 

Lake Springfield 
June 23-26 
Cost: $75 

Students finishing  
1st – 4th grade 

 
 

 
 

Register online at lsbconline.com.   Choose camp 
option Middler #1. For payment choose “bill entire 

fee to church.”  Contact Angie Smith with any 
questions. Registration and payment are due 

Sunday, May 19. 



 
 
  

Missions and Outreach 

March and April Mission Offering:   
Care and Counseling 

 

In January and February Dayspring collected $725 to support Circle of Concern. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

"We are... practicing peace, creating community" - Our Mission Statement 
 
Peace is not always directed at exterior violence or armed conflict.  Often there is turmoil, hatred, and 
violence that stirs deep within us.  This is made all the harder when we feel isolated. 
 
One of the ways we practice peace and create community is through our support of Care and 
Counseling.  Care and Counseling provides services to bring peace where there is inner conflict.  It is a 
place where people can find support on their journeys to mental and spiritual health.  Care and Counseling 
provides counseling and spiritual direction, as well as specialized services for pastors and churches. 
 
Your support of Care and Counseling through the missions offering allows them to provide their services 
on a sliding scale for those who cannot normally afford mental health services.  
 
To give, make a donation designated to "missions offering" during March and April.  
Learn more at https://careandcounseling.org. 
 

Dear Dayspring family, 
 
Thank you for holding our family in prayers 
during this season. Steve's father had been on 
the prayer list for years, and you faithfully 
prayed for him and for us. Steve's mom was 
grateful for the cards you sent her. Thank you 
for the notes, prayers, and expressions of 
sympathy during this time. It helped us 
knowing we had your prayers and support to 
sustain and comfort us in our grief. We are 
deeply grateful for you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Steve and Kate Hanch 
 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 
 

June 25 – July 18 
(no session July 4) 

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

ages birth – 10 
pack a lunch 

 

Cost:  $25 for the first child, $15 for 
each additional child 

 

Register at DayspringSTL.com 
 

Contact the church office with questions. 

SUMMER 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

July at Dayspring 
 
 
July 4, Wednesday 
      Independence Day 
      Office Closed 
 
July 8, Sunday 
 5:00 p.m. Fellowship and Swim Party 
 
July 9-13, Monday-Friday 
 9:00 a.m. Preschool Summer Camp 
 
July 14-20, Sunday-Friday 
  Youth Camp 
  Greensboro, NC 
 
July 22, Sunday 
 12:00 p.m. Quarterly Business Meeting 
 
July 29, Sunday 
 10:00 a.m. Worship at Southern Union 
  Missionary Baptist Church 
 5:00 p.m. Manna Family Dinner 
 
 

Weekly Events 
 
Sundays 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday school 
 10:45 a.m. Worship 
 12:00 p.m. Coffee and Conversation 
 
Wednesdays 
 10:30 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Ministry 

  

Your Church Staff: 

  Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor 
  Lyndsay Williams, Youth Minister 
  Stephanie Allee, Music Coordinator 
  Valerie Strate, Administrative Assistant 
  Brenda Hamm, Nursery Director 
  Angie Smith, Manna Director 
 
 Your Leadership Team: 
  Steve Lorberg - President/Moderator 
                               Worship liaison 
  Jordan Dollar - Missions liaison 
  Kate Hanch - Spiritual Formation liaison 
  Joanne Cuddeback - Stewardship liaison 
 
 How to Reach Us: 
   Phone:        314-432-1960 
   Email:         dayspringstl@gmail.com 
   Website:     dayspringstl.com 

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131 


