
 
 

 
 
 
 

August 2019 
    Newsletter 

Creating Community, Part 1 
 
The Leadership Team and Staff met again in July to begin to flesh out the next steps for our desires and 
goals for Dayspring. In our June Newsletter I laid out those goals as: 
 
We desire to be a thriving congregation producing kingdom fruit. We believe that can happen by living 
more intentionally into our mission statement. As followers of Jesus Christ, open in heart and mind, we 
will: 

• Seek God—by putting spiritual formation at the center of all we do 
• Practice Peace—by developing a clear missional focus 
• Create Community—by becoming intentionally invitational, intergenerational, and explicitly 

inclusive  
 
The goal of our July meeting was not to answer all the details of how this will happen, but to name the 
next steps. There are a lot of ideas that came up. For the next few months I want to focus in on what 
steps we need to take in creating community to help us thrive.  
 
Becoming Intentionally Invitational: Of all the goals and ideas, this will be the greatest change for us 
as a congregation. It will take a culture change for us as a church. We are incredibly welcoming once 
people are in the door, but we have the hardest time inviting others to come. Many of us can’t think of 
anyone to invite. And yet, I know there are many people throughout St. Louis looking for a healthy, 
warm, thoughtful and spiritually engaging church like Dayspring. We need to find ways to make these 
connections. Two key steps can help.  
 
First, we need to look at what we’re already doing, and ask ourselves how to see them not just as a 
program for “us,” but an outreach opportunity. How might community groups and supper clubs, serving 
at the food pantry and going to Sunday School, singing in the choir and volunteering at Manna be an 
opportunity to invite others into what you enjoy? 
 
Second, we need to invest in ways to tell St. Louis about Dayspring. We have to recognize that our 
social network is relatively limited. Collectively we are a few drops of water in the pond of St. Louis. 
There are many who would appreciate a church like Dayspring but have no connections with us. In 
order to be invitational, in order to share the gifts of Dayspring with our community, we need to 
financially invest in marketing.  
 
Creating community has two other key components for us: being intergenerational and explicitly 
inclusive. You’ll hear more about these in future communications. For now, I want to ask you to imagine 
how you might help us become intentionally invitational. As we begin to prepare for the start of another 
school year, new ministry team commitments, new supper clubs and community groups, how might you 
invite and welcome those you encounter who might need a community like Dayspring? 
 

~Pastor Chris 
 
   
 



  

July average attendance: 70 

August at Dayspring 
 
 
 
August 3, Saturday 
 10:00 a.m. Family Float Trip 
  Bass River Resort 
  
August 11, Sunday 
 5:00 p.m. Back to School Splash 
 
August 17, Saturday 
 9:30 a.m. International Food Pantry 
 
August 18, Sunday 
 6:30 p.m. Youth Parent Meeting 
  at Fillingham Home 
 
August 25, Sunday 
 5:00 p.m. Manna and Youth 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Events 
 
 
 
Sundays 
 9:30 a.m.  Sunday school 
 10:45 a.m.  Worship 
 12:00 p.m.  Coffee and Conversation 
 
Thursdays 
 10:00 a.m.  Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back to School Splash 
Sunday, August 11, 5:00 p.m. 

 
Dayspring children, youth and their families are invited 

to kick-off a new school year with dinner and a trip 
down the waterslide at Dayspring!  Hot dogs will be 

provided, but please bring a side dish to share. 
 
 

International Food Pantry 
Saturday, August 17, 9:30 a.m. 

 
All are welcome to volunteer at the International Food 

Pantry.  Meet at Jubilee Church at 9:30 a.m.   
Jubilee is located at 4228 S. Kingshighway.   

Contact Jan Morris for more details.   
 

 
Youth Parent Meeting 

Sunday, August 18, 6:30 p.m. 
 

Parents of youth entering 6th – 12th grade and parents 
of 5th graders are invited to the Fillingham home to 

discuss the future of our youth ministry. 
 

 
 
 

Baye Brent   Steve Lorberg   
Gabriela Panattoni  Nina Roberts 
David Murphy  Dylan Williams 
Hunter Crump  Pat Burris 
Joe Panattoni  Vi Miller 
Jerry Brown   Sarah-Kate Sullivan 
Sharon Wear   Scott Cazadd 
Earl Williams   Toni Hayes 
Jessi Fillingham  Dylan McDonough 
Callum Dollar  Dave Leighton 
 



 
 
 
  

Pool Party and 
Fellowship 

 

Thank you to the 
McDonough family for 

hosting our annual pool 
party on June 30.  It was 

perfect weather for 
swimming and spending 

time with friends. 
 

 
 
 

Patricia Ell was dedicated to God on July 7.  We 
are happy to welcome her to Dayspring and look 

forward to walking alongside Robert and Rebecca 
as they guide her through the journey of faith. 

Updates from the Leadership Team 
 

The quarterly business meeting on July 21 had a 
full agenda. Below are several topics that were 

discussed. 
 

• The playground committee has finalized their 
plans and the project is moving forward.  The 
playground is expected to be completed in  
3-4 months.  The final designs are available 
in the church office if you would like to see 
what is planned. 

 
• The Joan Barth Pavilion project is still in the 

planning stage.  The committee is exploring 
design ideas and cost. 

 
• A 12-week maternity leave has been 

approved for our Administrative Assistant, 
Valerie and is expected to begin in mid-
October. 
 

 

Ministry Team sign-ups begin Sunday, August 4 
and will remain in the narthex throughout August.  
This is an opportunity to serve each other and 
the community.  Commitments will begin on 
October 1, 2019 and run through September 30, 
2020.  Take time to prayerfully consider how you 
can share your time and talents with Dayspring.      

Volunteers are needed to work in the church 
office while Valerie is on maternity leave from 
mid-October to mid-January.  We are looking 
for people who can volunteer one day each 
week during that time.  Training will take place 
in September.  If you are able to help, contact 
Pastor Chris.    

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Missions and Outreach 
July and August Mission Offering:   

ABC / CBF Global Missions 
 

In May and June Dayspring collected $795 to support The Covering House. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

July and August's missions offering will support ABC and CBF global missions.  These funds 
make it possible for our denominations to have long term presences all over the world.  CBF and 
ABC missionaries and field personnel preach the Gospel and love their neighbors in those 
neighbors’ own languages and cultural contexts.  Look out in July and August for chances to 
learn more about ABC and CBF global missions.  Consider making a donation to the "missions 
offering" to support God's work down the street and across the world. 
 

Youth Ministry Transition 
 

This Sunday, August 4, is Lyndsay Williams’ last day as our Youth 
Minister. Lyndsay has been part of our staff team, working with our 
teens for three years now. We’ve watched her grow as a pastoral 
leader, ordained her, and reaped the benefits of her love for 
teenagers. I hope you’ll join us for a celebration of her ministry 
during our Coffee and Conversation time following worship.  
 
Our hope is to hire a new youth minister before the end of the year. 
In the meantime, we will be in a time of transitions for our youth 
ministry.  It will require new volunteers and new involvement of 
our congregation in this essential ministry.  
 
Cathy Pettibone has already volunteered to lead our Sunday 
evening youth activities; however, she will need one or two 
additional adults to show up to help each week. We are also  
looking for a team of people to help teach Youth Sunday School. 
Please prayerfully consider if you could help out even a few times  
in the coming months. Also, please hold our teens in prayer.  
It’s our deep desire that we find the best way to cultivate a  
personal faith and life-giving spirituality.  
 
A few upcoming dates for our Youth Ministry and Parents: 
Sunday, Aug 11: Back-2-School Splash at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug 18: Parent Meeting at Fillingham House at 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug 25: First Youth Group Gathering of the Fall, 5-7 p.m. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

July at Dayspring 
 
 
July 4, Wednesday 
      Independence Day 
      Office Closed 
 
July 8, Sunday 
 5:00 p.m. Fellowship and Swim Party 
 
July 9-13, Monday-Friday 
 9:00 a.m. Preschool Summer Camp 
 
July 14-20, Sunday-Friday 
  Youth Camp 
  Greensboro, NC 
 
July 22, Sunday 
 12:00 p.m. Quarterly Business Meeting 
 
July 29, Sunday 
 10:00 a.m. Worship at Southern Union 
  Missionary Baptist Church 
 5:00 p.m. Manna Family Dinner 
 
 

Weekly Events 
 
Sundays 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday school 
 10:45 a.m. Worship 
 12:00 p.m. Coffee and Conversation 
 
Wednesdays 
 10:30 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Ministry 

Your Church Staff: 

  Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor 
  Lyndsay Williams, Youth Minister 
  Stephanie Allee, Music Coordinator 
  Valerie Strate, Administrative Assistant 
  Brenda Hamm, Nursery Director 
  Angie Smith, Manna Director 
 
 Your Leadership Team: 
  Steve Lorberg - President/Moderator 
                               Worship liaison 
  Jordan Dollar - Missions liaison 
  Gail Stewart - Spiritual Formation liaison 
  Joanne Cuddeback - Stewardship liaison 
  Ellie Vargo – Hospitality liaison 
 
 How to Reach Us: 
   Phone:        314-432-1960 
   Email:         dayspringstl@gmail.com 
   Website:     dayspringstl.com 

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131 


