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The Flame of God 
 

It was 1:55 a.m. when my phone rang. I had already been awake with a crying five-year-old for twenty minutes. (I hate the 
teething process. Even when you think you’re past that, the 6-year-old molars make a sneak attack!) Just as he quieted back 
down, my phone rang.  
 
I silently snuck out of his room, started down the stairs, and answered, “Hello?” I had been waiting for the call, but I didn’t 
know who it would come from. All I knew was at 1:55 a.m. someone from Dayspring was supposed to call me to “pass the 
torch” of the prayer vigil. “It’s Joe Morris,” came a hushed voice. “And Jan.” “We’re calling to let you know we’ll be praying 
for you for the next several minutes as you begin your hour of prayer.” 
  
These simple words spoken in the middle of a November night held a different quality than most, “I’ll pray for you.” In that 
moment… and for the next several minutes… I felt a rich connection with Joe and Jan. There was an intimacy that came in 
hearing their voices… and knowing they had been praying for Dayspring for the last hour. My heart was warmed. 
 
Then it was time to warm my room. I restoked the fire in the fireplace that had been burning the previous evening. Once 
the fire was going, I took my small red tile in one hand and the prayer booklet prepared by Margarette Ann and John Boley, 
David Privott, Kathie Leighton, and Jan Morris in the other hand. I prayed through the booklet and stared into the fire as I 
held Dayspring in my mind and heart before God. I thought about our capital campaign and our current ministries. I 
wondered about our callings and our future. I pictured the faces of Dayspringers carrying heavy burdens and heartaches. I 
thought about our homebound and our children, some new families and some we’ve lost. 
 
Then I found myself thinking about my own soul, my struggles and hopes, my questions and longings. John of the Cross 
compares the spiritual life to a burning log. At first the log dries out, hissing and popping as space is opened up within us for 
the inflow of God. Then the log begins to darken, revealing the blackness of our own brokenness and sin. Gradually that 
blackened log is transformed into heat and light as we become one with the “Living Flame of Love.” I held my own darkness 
before the flame, hoping for transformation.  
 
Then I looked at my watch and realized I was already 45 minutes into my hour. I was surprised! Praying for an hour straight 
can sound like a long time, but it went by quickly. Soon, it was time for me to make a call. At 2:55 a.m., I dialed Kris 
Coombes. 
 
I have to admit; the prayer vigil was much more meaningful than I imagined it would be. I heard a similar sentiment from 
several people Sunday morning. During our Sunday morning staff meeting, Stephanie and Lyndsay each talked about their 
hour and how rich it was. During coffee and conversation, I heard it again from others. Clearly it struck a chord with the 
spirit of our congregation. The flame of God’s love is igniting something among us. 
 
No, I didn’t want to be up for an hour at 2 a.m. on a Sunday morning, but I’m sure glad I was. There is something precious 
about being alone with God in the silence of the night hours. That intimacy is made even thicker when you know you are in 
a chain of prayers with others from your beloved church. It was my favorite part of our entire Generation 2.0 campaign.  
 
Who knows how God will invite us into that holy intimacy next. Maybe it will come as we begin lighting our Advent candles 
each Sunday this month, or on a Christmas Eve night, or in a new year’s calling. Maybe it will come when we least expect it, 
simply because we choose to be open to the unexpected.  
 
With Holy Wonder, 
~Pastor Chris 
 



  

Sunday worship average 
attendance for November: 91 

December at Dayspring 
 
December 1, Saturday 
 5:00 p.m. Parent’s Night Out 
 
December 2, Sunday 
 10:45 a.m. Hanging of the Green Service 
 12:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 5:00 p.m. Manna and Youth 
 
December 5, Wednesday 
 12:00 p.m.   Lectionary Lunch 
 
December 9, Sunday 
 12:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 5:00 p.m. Evening of Merriment 
 
December 11, Tuesday 
 9:30 a.m. MOPS 
 
December 16, Sunday 
 12:00 p.m. Church Lunch and 
  Business Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. Manna and Youth 
 
December 24, Monday 
 5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 
 
December 25, Tuesday 
  Christmas – Office Closed 
 
December 26, Wednesday 
  Office Closed 
 
December 30, Sunday 
  No Sunday School 
 

Weekly Events 
 
Sundays 
 9:30 a.m.  Sunday school 
 10:45 a.m.  Worship 
 12:00 p.m.  Coffee and Conversation 
 
Wednesdays 
 10:30 a.m.  Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
 
Fridays 
 9:30 a.m. Tai Chi  
  
 

Choir Rehearsals 
 

Rehearsals will be held after worship on Sundays, 
December 2 and December 9, from 12:15 – 1:15.  The 

choir will sing Sundays, December 9 and December 16.   
 

Church Lunch & 2019 Budget 
Sunday, December 16, noon 

 

Join us for lunch and a business meeting after worship. 
During the business meeting we will vote on the final 

budget for 2019.  Current pledges for the 2019 Ministry 
Budget total $248,000, our goal was $266,000.  A copy 

of the revised budget is available in the narthex.  
 

Potluck & Bible Study 
Wednesday, December 5, noon 

 

Join us for our Lectionary Lunches!  Lunch is at noon 
and Bible study from 12:45 – 1:30. Bring a dish to share.   

 

New Year’s Breakfast 
Sunday, January 6, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Kick-off the new year with our annual continental 
breakfast.  Sunday School will not take place this 

morning.  We are looking for volunteer cooks.  If you 
are interested contact Joan Barth.   

 
Child Protection Policy Training 

Sunday, February 3, 12:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
 

The non-profit, Darkness to Light, will be leading a 
training program designed to help adults protect children 

from sexual abuse. This is a prevention program for 
adults that increases knowledge, improves attitudes, and 
changes child protective behaviors. Any adult who cares 

about the welfare of children is invited to participate.   
 

Michael Lorberg   Nancy Norath Dean Stewart  
Cathy Hartig    Darin Williams Mara Crow 
Bianca Panattoni   Brad Summa Elijah Fillingham 
DeMarvia Williams   Terry Minchow-Proffitt 



 
 
  

 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
 

 

 

SERMON SERIES 
 
 

ADVENT MUSIC 
 
violin, oboe, flute, and piano and organ duets 

 
Enjoy the sounds of all of these 

instruments as we welcome guest 
musicians each Sunday of Advent. 

Camp fundraiser for children and youth 
 

Sunday, December 9  
5-7 p.m. 

 
Soup Cook-Off 

 

Vote for your favorite with cash.  The soup that 
has the most donations is the winner! 

 
Sign-up in the narthex if you plan to participate. 

 
BINGO 

 

Support our children and youth while testing  
your luck. 

 
Suggested donation of $5 per Bingo card. 

HANGING OF THE GREEN  
 

Sunday, December 2 
 

During worship we will decorate the sanctuary as a 
community. 

 
 

EVENING OF MERRIMENT 

Monday, December 24 
5:00 p.m. 

 
An evening of candlelight 

and carols. 
 

CHRISTMAS TEA 
 

The annual Christmas Tea has been 
postponed.  It will be moved to February 

2019.  More details to come. 

CHILDREN’S STORY 
 
 
 Pastor Chris has written a special story for the 

children of Dayspring.  Each Sunday he will 
share a chapter and invite children to light the 

Advent candle.   
 

Characters of Christmas 
 

Each week, hear about 
the characters who 

played important roles in 
the story of Christ’s birth.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pledge Totals 
 

Campaign Pledges: $312,000 
Teenager’s Pledge:  $1,000 

Children’s Jingle Jars:  $1090.50 
Legacy Gift Commitments:  7 

 
 

The youth had a great fall retreat in southern IL at the 
Thompson's farm last month. We took time to study and 
cultivate rest and play. We went on a prayer walk and spent time 
praying over the past, present, and future of our church and the 
Generation 2.0 campaign. We also spent much of the afternoon 
exploring the Garden of the Gods, climbing over many different 
rock formations. Thank you to everyone who helped make this 
retreat happen! Your support for and engagement with our youth 
greatly impacts their spiritual formation. 

Thank you for 
your generosity! 

What’s next? 
 

At the annual business 
meeting in January, the 
Leadership Team will 

present a proposed timeline 
for all of the projects. 



  
 
 
 
  

Missions and Outreach 
Mission Offering:  The November mission offering is designated to support the Dayspring Fellowship 
Fund.  This fund provides resources that are used at the discretion of the pastor to help members of 
Dayspring in times of need.  Please make your check out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for 
“Fellowship Fund.”  
 

Circle of Concern Food Pantry:  Circle of Concern feeds the hungry and provides assistance to  
low-income families living in west St. Louis County.   
 

Current needs: (no glass, please; place in bins in Narthex) Critical needs are bolded. 
 

Canned Pasta   Deodorant   
Cereal     Canned Fruit 
Pasta Sauce    Snacks 
Canned Vegetables  Hand Soap 
 

Dayspring collected $590 in the month 
of November to support Retired 
Ministers and Missionaries of the 

American Baptist Church.  Thank you! 

Adelyn Christine Hendrix 
Born November 1, 2018 

Patricia Louise Ell 
Born November 2, 2018 

Help Wanted 
 

Do you have a green thumb?  Then 
we need your help.  Dayspring is 
looking for someone to care for the 
potted plants throughout the church.  
If you are interested or would like 
more details, please contact the 
church office or Joanne Cuddeback.   

Important Reminder Regarding 
Financial Giving 

 

Please remember that any financial gifts to the 
church must be received in the office by 
Friday, December 28 or postmarked by 

Monday, December 31. 
 

The church office will be closed  
December 25 and 26. 

Fellowship Fund 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

July at Dayspring 
 
 
July 4, Wednesday 
      Independence Day 
      Office Closed 
 
July 8, Sunday 
 5:00 p.m. Fellowship and Swim Party 
 
July 9-13, Monday-Friday 
 9:00 a.m. Preschool Summer Camp 
 
July 14-20, Sunday-Friday 
  Youth Camp 
  Greensboro, NC 
 
July 22, Sunday 
 12:00 p.m. Quarterly Business Meeting 
 
July 29, Sunday 
 10:00 a.m. Worship at Southern Union 
  Missionary Baptist Church 
 5:00 p.m. Manna Family Dinner 
 
 

Weekly Events 
 
Sundays 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday school 
 10:45 a.m. Worship 
 12:00 p.m. Coffee and Conversation 
 
Wednesdays 
 10:30 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Ministry 

  

  Your Church Staff: 
    Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor 
    Lyndsay Williams, Youth Minister 
    Stephanie Allee, Accompanist 
    Valerie Strate, Administrative Assistant 
    Brenda Hamm, Nursery Director 
    Angie Smith, Manna Director 
 
   Your Leadership Team: 
     Steve Lorberg - President/Moderator 
                               Worship liaison 
     Joan Barth - Hospitality liaison 
     Jr Stover - Missions liaison 
     Kate Hanch - Spiritual Formation liaison 
     Joanne Cuddeback - Stewardship liaison 
 
   How to Reach Us: 
     Phone:        314-432-1960 
     Email:         dayspringstl@gmail.com 
     Website:     dayspringstl.com 

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131 


