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Generation Campaign 2.0 
 
 Three years ago the Leadership Team at Dayspring put together a capital campaign steering committee, a 
building team, hired a consultant, and began working with an architect. We knew the old Delmar House was on its 
last leg and was a drain on both our resources and our ministry. We began dreaming about what kind of space we 
needed and what kind of updates we’d like to do to our building. All this led to a challenging and deeply 
meaningful capital campaign in the fall of 2015, “Generation to Generation.” 
 
 In this campaign we talked about the gifts we have received through the endowment from generations 
past. People that you and I do not even know have created a legacy that continues to support the ministry of 
Dayspring today. Without their dreams for the future and deep generosity, we would not be a church today.  
 
 In the same way, we wanted to bless the future generations, those that we may never meet. We wanted to 
create a space that would minister to future generations and leave our own legacy. Then on November 1, 2015, so 
many of us committed to giving above and beyond our normal tithes to the church. We committed to three years 
of practicing a deeper generosity, one that would stretch each of us, as God would lead. The response of the 
congregation was inspiring! $564,000 was pledge in gifts large and small, from active members and longtime 
friends, from the youngest of us to the oldest. It was a beautiful picture of the way each of us has a part to play. 
That amount was combined with endowment funds that had been designated for capital projects like this. 
Together we had a total of just under $940,000.  
 
 Then it was time to make decisions. We had been blessed with so much, but it wasn’t enough to do 
everything we had hoped. After much discussion we set aside some needed updates to the sanctuary and 
bathrooms for a future capital campaign. At the same time, we voted in January of 2016 to move ahead with the 
new addition and take out a loan from the endowment of about $60,000. The plan at that time was to have a 
second campaign at the end of the three years to pay this money back to the endowment and to consider the 
projects that we had to set aside.  
 
 We knew then, as we do now, that restoring the endowment is essential to the health and ministry of 
Dayspring. Our endowment is not an endless well that we can dip into or a crutch so we don’t have to be 
generous. Instead it’s a strategic tool, funding ministry that we would not be able to do without it. Each year the 
endowment makes a pledge to the annual ministry budget of 5% of its total, averaged over the last 5 years. This is 
an industry standard that allows the endowment’s contribution to Dayspring’s ministry to keep up with inflation 
and market fluctuations. If we over draw from the endowment or borrow without paying it back, we are weakening 
this tool and jeopardizing Dayspring’s ministry in the near future. Consequently, restoring what we have borrowed 
from the endowment is key to the health and long-term vitality of Dayspring’s ministry. So a second campaign to 
restore the endowment has been a key part of our “Generation to Generation” plans before the first shovel of dirt 
was moved.  
 
 As most of you know, we had several setbacks and unexpected 
expenses arise during our construction project. Each of these was reported 
along the way. Steve Lorberg and the building team did a fantastic job 
keeping costs down without jeopardizing the integrity of the project. 
Because of their hard work and diligence, we were able to successfully 
complete the project with an expected endowment loan of $130,000 once 
all pledges are fulfilled later this year.       (continued on next page) 
  

	



Generation Campaign 2.0 (continued) 
 

 Now it is time to begin planning the second capital campaign that we first discussed back in late 2015. 
There are several things to consider. At minimum, we need to restore the $130,000 borrowed from the 
endowment funds that support the budget. This is also an opportunity to consider growing the endowment 
through future gifts. Many of us could consider making our largest contribution to Dayspring with our last breath. 
By putting Dayspring in our will, we could open up new possibilities for future generations. We also need to 
consider the projects we put on the back burner, such as sanctuary and bathroom renovations.  
 

 The Leadership Team has put together a small committee to begin working on these possibilities.  I am 
working with Trisha Crow, John Boley, and Ellie Vargo. The four of us will be reaching out to you soon to help us 
determine the scope of a future campaign. As has been our practice, we want to hear from one another. It takes 
all of us dreaming and imagining together to hear God’s invitation to us. My prayer is that we might listen with 
open hearts and minds, full of faith, hope, and love.  
 

Listening with you, 
~ Pastor Chris 

Manna Summer Fun Day 
Sunday, June 10 

Kids, don’t miss out on an afternoon of fun and games!  
Summer fun day will take place from 12-4 p.m. at 

Dayspring.      
 

Marsha Hussung 
Retirement Celebration 

Sunday, June 17, 9:30 a.m. 
Marsha Hussung is retiring after nearly 35 years at 

Dayspring.  Help us celebrate all she has brought to the 
church during that time with a short recognition ceremony 

and breakfast.  There will be no Sunday school.  
 

Courageous Conversation 
Saturday, June 30, 12-2 p.m. 

Our next courageous conversation will take place at 
Antioch Baptist Church, 2401 Annie Malone Drive, 

St. Louis, MO 63113.  
 

 
  

Patrick McDonough  Chuck Ackerson 
Susan McKnight  Julia Meckfessel 
Kathie Leighton        

Celebrate the beginning of summer. The Fillingham 
family is hosting a church-wide fellowship at their 
home on Sunday, June 10 at 5:00 p.m.  Hamburgers, 
hotdogs and drinks will be provided.  Please bring a 
side dish or dessert to share.  We look forward to 
seeing everyone there! 

June at Dayspring 

June 3, Sunday 
    6:00 p.m. Variety Show and 
  Dessert Auction  
 
June 10, Sunday 
  Graduate Recognition  
 12:00 p.m. Manna Summer Fun Day 
 5:00 p.m. Fillingham Cookout 
 
June 17, Sunday 
   NO Sunday School 
 9:30 a.m. Marsha Hussung  
   Retirement Celebration 
 
June 19, Tuesday 
   Office Closed 
 
June 25-27, Monday-Wednesday 
   Children’s Camp 
   at Lake Springfield 
 
June 30, Sunday 
 12:00 p.m. Courageous Conversation 
  at Antioch Baptist Church 
  

Weekly Events 
 
Sundays 
   9:30    Sunday School 
   10:45  Worship Service 
   12:00   Coffee and Conversation 
 
Wednesdays 
   10:30  Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
        

Sunday worship average 
attendance for May:  84 



Meet our New Member! 
 

My name is Georgiana Cameron, a journeyer who is delighted to have found her way 
to Dayspring Church.  Until about 20 years ago I was a “Jersey Girl’ living there, 
married, with three daughters who had moved on as children do.  Before retirement I 
had taught young people in middle school science classrooms.  I also had been very 
involved in many ways in an Episcopal Church.  My nature really provoked my 
looking into both science and religion and where I thought they intersect.  I also 
volunteered in care facilities for the elderly and at that time became interested in the 
hospice movement. 

 

Life has a way of changing.  My husband became ill with a neurological problem, which changed much of my life 
direction for a long time.  My husband and then my parents needed my care and I gave up the classroom 
work.  After they all had passed on, I finally agreed to move away to St Louis - where my eldest daughter lives.   I 
no longer “flew-over,” but became acquainted with the Midwest.  I decided that, for some reason this is where I 
was meant to be.  I rather quickly became a volunteer at the St. Louis Symphony. (although not a player, have 
always been drawn to music.)  That I continue to do, most enthusiastically.  I also take classes in several areas at 
LifeLong Learning in Clayton - again, most enthusiastically.  I tried several different types of churches here - and 
am glad for those experiences - and found my way here because of my connections with Richard Rohr, the 
Enneagram, a focus on community, and a sense that Dayspring had some deep interest in things spiritual. 
It is good for me that I am here - and look forward to this part of my life journey with you and with God in our lives. 

2018 Children’s Camp 
June 25-27 

Chatham, Illinois 

Please pray for our children and adults as they travel and 
attend camp this month. 

Elijah Fillingham 
Dylan McDonough 

Chris Fillingham 

	THANK YOU! 

Rent-A-Kid Fundraiser 
 

Thank you to all the folks who opened their homes to us for rent-a-kid! Believe it or not, our children and 
youth had a blast helping you with your spring cleaning. Many of them got to do things they had never 
done before or try new tools/equipment they had never used. This event accomplished many things at 
once. 1) We raised $1000 toward summer camp. 2) Our youth and children got to spend some quality 
time with members of our congregation that they had not had an opportunity to interact with much. 3) 
We learned how to work hard and how it can also be fun! This event has been a wonderful experience 
for so many. We hope to continue it in the future. Thank you, again for all your support! 

Madeline Sullivan 
Morgan Summa 



We will be recognizing any children that are moving up into the 
Youth Group as well as anyone who is graduating this year. If 
you have a child graduating from high school or college and 
would like to participate, please inform the office. 

Below are notes of thanks and gratitude for Dayspring’s 
support of our MOPS group. 

 

“Being new to the area, MOPS helped me find friendship in a time I 
needed it the most.  I have felt God’s love through the friendship of 
these women and found renewed strength in my motherhood.” 
 

“Thank you for opening up your doors for our MOPS group.  It’s a 
tremendous blessing to meet and talk with other moms while our kids 
receive exceptional care.” 
 

“MOPS is a blessing.  It’s saved me from drowning as a new mom and 
helped me grow as a mother and wife.” 

Dear Dayspring Family, 
 
Our hearts swell with joy 
Love abounds endless 
Our son, cooing and proud 
Appreciates tremendous 
 
We smile and share grateful 
For the presents open swift 
But the true welcoming spirit 
Was the most heartfelt gift. 
 
Thank you, friends, for your 
celebration of our son Loxley with 
your baby shower.  
 
The Harrises 
Grant, Kristie, 
Ripley, and 
Loxley 

From the Leadership Team 
 

We have received word that Marsha Hussung has decided to retire.  Marsha has been an integral part of 
Dayspring for nearly 35 years.  Throughout her career with us she has served as soloist, interim choir 
director, interim church secretary, Minister of Music, and pastoral support.  She has brought grace and good 
humor to each role.  Our congregation has been blessed by her many talents, and she is our dear friend. 
 

Please join us in celebrating Marsha's many years of ministry on Sunday, June 17th at 9:30 a.m.  We will 
breakfast together and have a short program recognizing her years of service. 
 

As part of her retirement gift, we are requesting notes from the congregation to Marsha that will be compiled 
in a memory book.  Please send them by email to dayspringstl@gmail.com or leave them in the basket 
located in the Narthex.  Additionally, if you would like to contribute toward a retirement gift for Marsha, you 
may put a check in the offering plate marked "Retirement Gift.”  We will need to receive both the notes and 
checks by Sunday, June 10th, so we can give them to her at her retirement celebration. 
 

With Gratitude, 
 

Trisha, Jr, Kate, Joan, Joann, and Pastor Chris 

Dayspring Summer Camp 
 

ages 3-6  
 

July 9-13  
 

9  a .m .  – 1  p .m . 
 

(child must be potty trained) 

Are you ready to venture onto an uncharted island?  Spend 
a week playing games and learning more about Jesus’ love 
for you!  Each day a snack will be provided, but please pack 
a lunch.  Cost is $30 per child.  If you have any questions or 
would like to register, contact the church office. 



 

Dayspring  
Summer Camp 

 
ages 3-6  

 
July 9-13  

 
9  a .m .  – 1  p .m . 

 
(child must be potty trained) 

Dayspring Community, 
 

I'm writing today to share some bittersweet news. After a lot of thinking and 
processing with Chris and other folks closest in my life, I've decided that this will be 
my last year serving as Manna Director, effective at the end of July. 
 

As responsibilities in my career have increased (in a way that has me pretty excited 
about the future) and as I've felt drawn to spend more of my free time organizing 
racial justice and political efforts in our region, I've found a need to rebalance some 
things and let some things go. 
 

I entered this role as I started graduate school thinking I would be here for two years and then move on 
once I graduated. My love for the kids and the Dayspring community pulled me in for a few more years and 
has made this a difficult decision to make. 
 

There will be time to reflect on and celebrate what has been a wonderful five years later this summer. For 
now, I'll look forward to seeing you all at the Variety show or in the weeks to come! 
 

Thank you all for the wonderful community you create, 
Hannah Allee 

  
Circle of Concern Food Pantry 
 

Circle of Concern feeds the hungry and provides 
assistance to low-income families living in west St. Louis County. In March they provided food for 579 
families and had 173 volunteers.  
 
Current critical needs (no glass, please; place in the bins in the Narthex): 
   Jelly Canned Chicken  Aspirin  
   Peanut Butter Bottled Salad Dressing Body Wash 
   Bar Soap  Cereal  Hand Soap  

Mission Offering 
 
The June mission offering is designated to support a missions group in West 
Virginia, which will continue the work members of Dayspring have done in the 
past.  Your gift will help purchase supplies to be used to repair homes in 
Barbour County.  Make your checks out to Dayspring Baptist, designated for 
“West Virginia.” 

Mission and Outreach 

Dayspring collected $475 in the month of 
May to support One Great Hour of Sharing. 

Ripley Harris was dedicated to God on Sunday, May 27.  
 
We are happy to welcome Ripley to Dayspring and look 
forward to walking alongside Grant and Kristie as they 
help Ripley begin her journey of faith.  



	

Your Church Staff: 
   Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor 
   Lyndsay Williams, Youth Minister 
   Stephanie Allee, Accompanist 
   Hannah Allee, Manna Director 
   Valerie Strate, Administrative Assistant 
   Brenda Hamm, Nursery Director 
 
Your Leadership Team 
   Trisha Crow (Worship liaison) 
 President/Moderator 
   Joan Barth  (Hospitality liaison) 
   Jr Stover (Missions liaison) 
   Kate Hanch (Spiritual Formation liaison) 
   Joanne Cuddeback (Stewardship liaison) 
 
How to Reach Us: 
   Phone:       314-432-1960 
   Email:        dayspringstl@gmail.com 
   Website:    dayspringstl.com 
				

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131 

 	


