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“Lent, Broken Stories, and Unending Grace” 
 

by Pastor Chris Fillingham 
 

 Last Sunday Dr. MaryKate Morse preached one of the most difficult stories in the Bible, Judges 
19. We were challenged to bring into the light the stories we like to keep hidden in the shadows, 
including the stories of sexual violence, manipulation, and abuse. Simply by statistics alone, I know that 
within our congregation we have both victims and perpetrators, abusers and abused.  
 During communion I found myself remembering the shame and harm caused by my own 
compulsive addiction to pornography as a young man. I am another man, in a long line of men that has 
contributed to the dehumanization of women in one way or another. This is part of my broken story. For 
several years that part of my story stayed hidden in the deep shadows of shame. Then one day a friend 
brought me his story. Realizing I wasn’t alone, I shared mine. And healing began. 
 The honest truth is, all of us have broken stories of one kind or another. There are parts of our 
lives we keep hidden in the shadows of shame. Sometimes it is something we did. Sometimes it is 
something that was done to us. Either way, these hidden stories are like a cancerous tumor silently 
growing in the dark places of our lives. If they aren’t treated, named, and addressed, they may eventually 
metastasize causing all kinds of havoc. 
 This is why Lent is such a gift to us. We are invited to be honest with our stories. When we tell 
them to another person before God, we can find profound grace and healing. In fact, our regrets and our 
wounds may just become doorways to a deeper awareness of God’s love. This is the gift of 
imperfection. Through our brokenness we can be carried back into the mystery of being deeply loved. 
Writing about failure and sin in particular, Belden Lane says, “Every failure is an invitation to growth. 
Mistakes are occasions for grace, opportunities to choose a different path. They make forgiveness 
possible. Only in the absence of success can you know yourself to be loved without cause” 
(Backpacking with the Saints, 129). This is the gospel.  
 Some of you reading this have yet to experience that healing and grace. There is something still 
hidden in the shadows, some shame, some wound, some grave mistake, or painful experience.  Of 
course, God doesn’t require us to tell another person, but most of the time we need another human 
being to be the tangible presence of Christ to us. Our soul hardly trusts anything less. If you long to 
know the grace and love of God in that deep place, then let me invite you to share your story with your 
pastor. I will listen without judgment and walk with you toward the healing grace of Christ that your soul 
longs for. If you simply need a listener, I’m here. If you need a private service or liturgy of forgiveness, I 
will lead you through one. Reach out. Send me an email. Pull me aside. Know that you are not alone. 
 
With Hope of Resurrection, 
            Pastor Chris 
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March at Dayspring 
March 7, Wednesday 
   12:00   Lectionary Lunch 
 

March 10, Saturday 
   9:00 a.m.   Church Work Day 
 

March 11, Sunday 
   Daylight Savings Time Begins 
   5:00 p.m.   Youth and Manna 
 

March 13, Tuesday 
   9:30 a.m.   MOPS 
 

March 17, Saturday 
   7:30 a.m.   Men's Prayer Breakfast 
                     at Second Baptist 
  

March 20, Tuesday 
   10:00 a.m.   White Cross 
 

March 21, Wednesday 
   12:00 p.m.   Lectionary Lunch 
 

March 23, Friday 
   7:00 p.m.   Hartig Trivia Night 
 

March 25, Sunday 
   Palm Sunday 
   5:00 p.m.   Manna and Youth 
 

March 29, Thursday 
   6:00 p.m.   Maundy Thursday 
                     Worship at the Table 
 

March 30, Friday 
   7:00 p.m.   Good Friday Service 

Weekly Events 
Sundays 
   9:30    Sunday School 
   10:45  Worship Service 
   12:00   Coffee and Conversation 
 
Wednesdays 
   10:30  Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
   12:00  Potluck lunch/Bible study 
              1st & 3rd Wed. each month 
    

Potluck Lunch & Bible Study 
Wednesdays, March 7, 21 

Join us for our ongoing Lectionary Lunches! Lunch is at 
noon and Bible study from 12:45 - 1:30.   

Bring a dish to share. 
 

Men's Breakfast 
Saturday, March 17 

Join the men of Dayspring and 2nd Baptist on March 17 
at 2nd Baptist, 7:30 a.m., for breakfast and fellowship. 

 

Church Work Day 
Saturday, March 10 

Help us spruce up the church before Easter!  At 9:00 
a.m., all are invited to help with various cleaning and 
maintenance projects around the church.  If you have 

any questions contact Joanne Cuddeback. 
 
 
  
 

 
Orpha Johnson Cole Allee  Tiffany Murphy 
Terry Crow  Eliza Jane Sullivan Simon Roland 
Kaylin Dofing  Liam Sullivan  Tommie Cole 
Georgiana Cameron Carolyn Crump Ben Crow 
Brett Summa  Gale Dollar  Eric Williams 
Parker Crump  Emily Dofing    

Palm Sunday, March 25 
 10:45 a.m. - Worship 
 
Maundy Thursday, March 29 
 6:00 p.m. – Dinner and Communion at the Table 
 (childcare available) 
 
Good Friday, March 30 
 7:00 p.m. – Tenebre Service 
 (childcare available) 
 
Easter Sunday 
 9:30 a.m. – Continental Breakfast 
 (no Sunday school) 
 
 10:00 a.m. – Easter Egg Hunt 
 
 10:45 a.m. - Worship 



	

	

Project Linus 
On February 17, Anniversary Hall was filled adults and children 
making blankets to support Project Linus.  Blankets are collected 
and distributed to children in hospitals and social service agencies. 
Over 350 blankets were collected in one morning! 

From the Leadership Team: 
 
We recently received a building use 
request from friends and family of 
Mat and Cathy Hartig.  They want 
to hold a Trivia Night to raise funds 
for medical expenses, and they 
wanted to allow participants to 
bring in food and drink, including 
alcohol.  Since drinking alcohol on 
church grounds is not part of our 
tradition, we had a long 
conversation about it and 
determined that including the 
alcoholic beverages does not mean 
we encourage it. However, we 
believe that allowing it for this event 
will help to maximize the 
fundraising potential to help Cathy 
and Mat.  In the end, our decision 
to allow this request was based on 
our collective desire not to allow 
tradition to separate us from 
helping a member of our 
congregation.  In that spirit, we also 
elected to donate childcare to the 
event to enable families with young 
children to attend.  If you have any 
questions or concerns, please 
come talk to us. 
 
 -Trisha Crow, Moderator 



	

	

Community Care in Action! 
 

Dayspring’s community care ministry 
team has been busy visiting our 

homebound members.  They always 
appreciate seeing a friendly face and 
catching up on church happenings. 

Baby Shower 

During our monthly church lunch on Sunday, 
February 18, Dayspring showered the Crump and 
Harris families with love as they await the newest 
additions to their families.  Everyone enjoyed 
cake and played games.  Thanks to our 
members’ generosity, Dayspring also presented 
each family with a gift card.    

	
Mia was born on February 27. 

She weighed 7lb 6oz and was 21 in. long. 
Congratulations to Luke and Carolyn! 

	

Mia 
Kathaleen 

Crump 	



	

	

   Mission Offering 
 

Circle of Concern Food Pantry 
 
Circle of Concern feeds the hungry and provides assistance to low-income families living in west St. 
Louis County.  Each month Circle feeds approximately 2,000 people.  More than a third are children. 
 
Current needs (no glass, please; place in the bins in the Narthex): 
   Jelly Canned Chicken    
   Peanut Butter Tomato Products  
   Bar Soap Canned Pasta   
   Body Wash Ibuprofen 
   Razors Size 5 or 6 diapers 

As you may remember, our senior pastor's 
sabbatical was split into two month-long periods 
taken across two years.  Last year, Chris took the 
month of July as the first half of his Sabbatical.  His 
plan has been to take the month of May to conclude 
his Sabbatical. However, with Marsha's recent 
diagnosis, he is concerned about the possibility of 
having two staff members out for an extended 
period of time.  The Leadership Team is working 
with the Chris to determine the best options for his 
Sabbatical.  Please join us in prayer for Marsha, 
Chris and Dayspring as we gather more information 
to make good decisions. 
    ~Trisha Crow, Moderator 
		

From the  
Moderator 

Our March Mission Offering is designated for the America for Christ 
Offering 2018, sponsored by the American Baptist Home Missions 
Society.  Your donation blesses Christian centers providing after-school 
tutoring, newly released prisoners struggling for better lives, pastors 
seeking continued education, community food pantries feeding the 
hungry, and more.  Make your check out the Dayspring Baptist Church, 
designated for “America for Christ.”  You may give all month. 
	

Dayspring collected $535.00 during the month of February to support St. Louis Homeless Outreach.  Thank you! 

Rachel Dofing wants to 
thank everyone at 
Dayspring for the 
overwhelming prayers, 
support, and meals she 
received after her recent 
surgery.  She is recovering 
well and is even back to 
driving!  She is very 
grateful and humbled by all 
of the love shown for her 
and her family.    



	

	

	 Your Church Staff: 
   Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor 
   Marsha Hussung, Music Minister 
   Lyndsay Williams, Youth Minister 
   Stephanie Allee, Accompanist 
   Hannah Allee, Manna Director 
   Valerie Strate, Administrative Assistant 
   Brenda Hamm, Nursery Director 
   Katie Schultz, Nursery Assistant 
 
Your Leadership Team 
   Trisha Crow (Worship liaison) 
 President/Moderator 
   Joan Barth  (Hospitality liaison) 
   Jr Stover (Missions liaison) 
   Kate Hanch (Spiritual Formation liaison) 
   Joanne Cuddeback (Stewardship liaison) 
 
How to Reach Us: 
   Phone:       314-432-1960 
   Email:        dayspringstl@gmail.com 
   Website:   dayspringstl.com 
				

1001 Municipal Center Dr. 
Town & Country, MO 63131 


